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HOYA SUPPORTS EYE ON EDUCATION

Eye on Education is generously sponsored by HOYA Vision Care, North America. 
HOYA’s “Full Spectrum” laboratories focus on providing prescription lenses from all the 
leading lens manufacturers and lab services to optometrists. 

In addition to supporting ASCO’s newsletter, HOYA supported the 2008 Ophthalmic 
Optics Educators SIG and Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG workshops. Thank you 
HOYA!

Fall 2008

President Amos 
Reports Progress in 
Advancing Priorities

ASCO President John F. Amos, OD, 
reported on progress made in the imple-
mentation of his six presidential priori-
ties, at the fall 2008 meeting of the ASCO 
Board of Directors, which was held on the 
campus of the Southern California Col-
lege of Optometry (SCCO). As noted by 
Dr. Amos, his focus ASCOcontinues to be 
focus on:

 Partnering with the AOA’s Wash-
ington, DC–area office on strategies 
for seeking a federal demonstration 
program that will provide support for 
schools and colleges of optometry; 

 Promoting residency education 
through initiatives taken by ASCO’s 
Residency Affairs Committee; 

 Sharing “best practices” among 
schools, as demonstrated by the recent 
completion of an ASCO-wide student 
debt program inventory and discus-
sions on a number of other program 
areas, including disaster planning;

 Growing corporate funding of key 
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projects;

 Increasing the applicant pool in grad-
uate vision science by addressing the 
completion of an ASCO-wide gradu-
ate programs inventory and conduct-
ing a planning session at the fall 2008 
Chief Academic Officers meeting in 
Anaheim, CA; and

 Raising awareness of international 
education, with the first meeting of 
educators responsible for such pro-
grams in the schools and colleges of 
optometry, which will be initiating 
the establishment of an International 
Educators Special Interest Group 
(SIG). 

ASCO’s fall 2008 Board of Directors 
meeting was graciously hosted by SCCO 
and its president, Dr. Kevin Alexander.

ASCO Board Adopts 
President-Elect Shipp’s 
Priorities for FY 2009-
2010

Using technology to develop virtual 
classrooms and related innovative teach-

ing methods to advance faculty develop-
ment were among the new initiatives rec-
ommended by President-Elect Melvin D. 
Shipp, OD, MPH, dean of the Ohio State 
University College of Optometry. These 
projects were approved by the ASCO 
Board at its meetings in Fullerton, CA, in 
October 2008. Dr. Shipp becomes ASCO 
president on July 1, 2009, when these pri-
orities become effective. 

Each fall, the ASCO president-elect 
recommends enhancements and areas of 
emphasis to the current ASCO strategic 
objectives, which are then reviewed by 
the Board and, if approved, are reflected 
in the next fiscal year’s program plan and 
budget. Other areas of emphasis recom-
mended by Dr. Shipp and adopted by the 
ASCO Board included: 

 Executive development programs for new 
deans/presidents, including establishing 
an ASCO mentoring program; 

 Exploring new ideas that highlight 
ASCO’s ongoing commitment to di-
versity within the student bodies and 
profession; 

 Fostering the development of new 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) initi-

(President-Elect cont’d on page 4)
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ASCO Special Interest Group (SIG) News
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) were created within ASCO as a primary means of implementing the ASCO mission of “ful-

filling the leadership role in the optometric education enterprise.” The purpose of SIGs is to provide forums for professional 
staff, administrators, and faculty with common responsibilities to communicate directly with each other and to provide advice 
and counsel to the ASCO Board of Directors on issues related to their area of interest. Participation is open to those individuals 
identified by the deans and presidents of an active ASCO member institution. All meetings below occurred in conjunction with 
the October 2008 American Academy of Optometry (AAO) annual meeting in Anaheim, California, unless otherwise noted.

Development Directors
ASCO’s Development Directors SIG held its annual meeting on Thursday, October 23, 2008, at the Southern California Col-

lege of Optometry (SCCO), in Fullerton, California. The meeting was chaired by Frances Rozner, Director of Development at 
SCCO. The results of the Optometric Graduate Giving Survey were presented, which showed that postgraduation experiences 
have a greater impact on giving than what were experienced as an optometry student. In addition, Melissa Mares, Director of 
Development at the University of Houston College of Optometry, presented Development for the 21st Century, a program that 
advocates understanding the communication styles of donors and development professionals to determine the true interests for 
the donor. The final presentation was given by Kristin Anderson, VP of Institutional Advancement at the Southern College of 
Optometry (SCO), on SCO’s internal campaign, which recently raised over $45,000 and had 86% participation from both staff 
and faculty. 

Lynn Corboy, Director of Development at The Pennsylvania College of Optometry at Salus University, was elected chair of 
the 2009 Development Director’s SIG meeting. 

Residency Educators 
The ASCO Residency Educators SIG met on October 24, 2008. Drs. David Loshin, of Nova Southeastern University, and 

Doug Hoffman, of the New England College of Optometry, co-chaired the meeting. Updates were given on several areas such 
as the ACOE accreditation standards that will take effect on July 1, 2009; the success of the AAO Residents Day/Networking 
Luncheon; and the Optometric Residency Matching Service program. In addition, the activities of the ASCO Residency Affairs 
Committee and opportunities for optometrists in the Veterans Administration healthcare system were discussed. 

Binocular Vision and Perception Educators
The Binocular Vision and Perception Educators SIG met on October 23, 2008. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Don Lyon 

of the Illinois College of Optometry. Members discussed curriculum standardization in the areas of pediatrics and binocular 
vision at the various colleges and schools of optometry. The group may begin working on developing a model curriculum, 
which would not be intended as a mandatory or minimal requirement in these areas but as a guide for the institutions as they 
develop curriculum or modify their curriculum. The group also discussed the various methods for billing and coding the spe-
cialty examinations. There will be a survey developed to be sent out to the institutions asking for their protocols. In other news, 
members discussed innovations in clinical education at various colleges and schools of optometry. The next meeting will be 
held November 2009 in conjunction with the AAO conference in Orlando.

Clinic Directors & Administrators
The 2008 Clinic Directors & Administrators SIG Workshop met Sep-

tember 25-27, 2008. Dr. Nancy Peterson-Klein, Chair-Elect and Interim 
Dean of MCO, extended a welcome from Michigan College of Optome-
try–Ferris State University. Thirty-nine participants attended, represent-
ing 17 schools and colleges of optometry. Dr. Randy Vance provided a 
demonstration of Web-based learning, followed by Dr. Roger Kamen’s 
lecture on Medicare compliance and the Physicians Quality Report-
ing Initiative (PQRI) at MCO. Terry Doyle lectured on “How Student’s 
Learn.” The afternoon program consisted of Dr. Buckingham’s talk on the 
MCO Quality Assurance Programs. In addition, Dr. Roger Wilson, Vice 
President for Professional Services and Strategy Assessment for the New 

England College of Optometry, spoke on “Developing Affiliation Agreements with Community Health Centers,” followed by 
breakout sessions on five topics: clinic workload, Medicare compliance/quality assurance, peer review of attendees, patient 
numbers/”what’s enough,” and patient-centered vs. student-centered clinics. After this session, the annual “Best and Worst 
Clinical Decisions” session and a concluding presentation by Dr. Jim Miller on conflict management occurred. The workshop 
concluded with the Business Meeting on Sunday. 

Continuing Education Directors
The Continuing Education Directors SIG met on October 24, 2009. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Kristin Anderson of 

(Cont’d on page 3)

ASCO Clinic Directors, Ferris State University, 
September 26, 2008
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SIG News (Cont’d from page 2)

the Southern College of Optometry. The group discussed the proposed Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE) 
standards for commercial support and received a report from Dr. William Rafferty, ARBO, regarding the progress and schedule 
surrounding the proposed standards. The group also discussed content and continuity of speaker disclosure, which led to the 
SIG initiative to provide the COPE Committee a template for consideration by December 1, 2008. In other news, the members 
have established an electronic message board (http://cesig.sco.edu) to be utilized as a communication tool and format for dis-
cussion and resource sharing. The next SIG meeting will be held in November 2009, in conjunction with the AAO conference 
in Orlando. The 2009 meeting will be chaired by Jennifer Ebert of the University of Houston.

Ethics Educators
The Ethics Educators SIG convened for its annual business meeting and luncheon on October 23, 2008. Dr. John Classé 

discussed the past year’s ASCO Student Award in Clinical Ethics, the fourth year the award has been offered. The competition 
drew essays from 10 schools, and the panel of judges (Drs. Dick Hopping and Jim Paramore, Mr. Tom Eichhorst) selected Kris-
topher Hubbard of SCO as the winner. Dr. Classé announced that Ciba had agreed to support the award for 2009, with $1,000 
provided for the essay winner and $250 for a plaque. The announcement of the 2009 competition will be published on January 
15, and the deadline for submission of papers will be March 20. The announcement of the winner will again be made on April 
15. Ms. LaShawn Sidbury, Program Manager, ASCO, will be the award coordinator.

Invited guest Dr. John Townsend, Chief of Optometry Services for the Department of Veteran’s Affairs, was introduced 
and presented a detailed and interesting account of the events that led to the decision by the VA to prohibit optometrists from 
performing anterior segment laser procedures in VA facilities. The ethics of the VA’s decision was discussed. Invited guest Dr. 
Kevin Roe, Director of Professional Relations for Ciba, was introduced and, assisted by Dr. Michael Harris, presented a Power-
Point lecture entitled “Ethics and Eyecare,” which allowed attendees to interact in hypothetical situations posed by the speaker. 
Dr. Roe offered to visit each of the schools or colleges of optometry to provide this participatory ethics lecture to students. 
The next meeting will take place in November 2009 in conjunction with the American Academy of Optometry conference in 
Orlando, Florida.

Externship Directors
The Externship Directors SIG met on September 25 2008, in Grand Rapids, MI. There were 21 school participants represent-

ing 18 schools and colleges of optometry. Representatives from the Army, Navy, and IHS were present for the meeting as well 
as one representative from VSP. John Townsend sent information from the VA System, which was reviewed. These entities 
were deemed critical to the success of many externship programs in light of the changes in Medicare billing that may adversely 
affect the availability of private practice sites. The group reviewed and discussed the development of templates for core extern-
ship program goals, objectives, and outcome measures. Participants shared information about site-visit reporting and agreed 
to work in cooperation to build a format for potential use by all. Policy manual information was shared, as was a list of master 
sites to be used internally by externship directors. The group agreed to develop a survey of available resources, including time 
and money allocated, to the management of individual externship programs. A data repository for externship site information, 
forms, and so forth, was discussed; it was suggested the repository be co-supported by ASCO. Collaboration between the 
Externship SIG and the Practice Management SIG was discussed for the purpose of ensuring that concepts in practice manage-
ment are included in externship goals, objectives, and outcomes. Issues regarding the changing of the date of the Canadian 
Board exams and how it impacts clinical on externship programs were discussed. Medicare compliance issues and the impact 
of externship sites, specifically on private practice externship programs, were also discussed. Dr. Greg Nixon and Ms. Martina 
Frederick are the incoming cochairs.

Low Vision Educators
The Low Vision Educators SIG held its third annual meeting on October 22, 2008. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Pamela 

Oliver of Nova Southeastern University. Three main topics were addressed at the meeting: 1) “Review and Update of Study 
by Bill O’Connell of Low Vision Curricula.” Work by Elli Kollbaum was presented by Pam Oliver. 2) “Format for Case Based 
Learning” by Becky Kammer. Discussion related to sharing cases soon, rather than waiting for full development of the case 
library as part of a grant. 3) Polling the schools and colleges on whether the educators and graduates think competencies are 
being met. There was general agreement that this should be the focus of our next meeting. The next meeting will occur July 
23-25, 2009 in Boston.

 Vision Science Librarians
The ASCO Vision Science Librarians SIG met October 22-24, 2008. 

The meeting was chaired by Cindy Hutchison of the New England Col-
lege of Optometry. Among the highlights of the meeting were the presen-
tation by Bette Anton, UCB, and Pam Sieving, NIH, about their trip to 
Nepal, where they traveled to enhance and support vision library services 
to the area; and Jerry Dujsik’s presentation about ICO’s VisionCite’s new 
capabilities, and Web 2.0 as used by Nancy Henderson at Pacific. In addi- Vision Science Librarians Meeting, October 2008.
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ated by interested faculty and staff;

 Establishing federal initiatives aimed 
at funding optometric education and 
inclusion in such programs as the Na-
tional Health Service Corps; and 

 Enhancing and validating ASCO data 
collection efforts. 

ASCO Joins Steering 
Committee on 
Continuing Education 
Commercial Standards

ASCO has joined the newly established, 
multiorganization steering committee to 
develop continuing education (CE) stan-
dards for commercial support. This ini-
tiative replaces the Association of Regu-
latory Boards of Optometry’s (ARBO) 
move to draft standards. The new steer-
ing committee includes the presidents of 
ARBO, AOA, ASCO, AAO, the Southern 
Council of Optometry, and industry repre-
sentatives. The committee’s stance on this 
issue is consistent with ASCO’s posture, 
which is to delay final commercial support 
standards and broaden the stakeholders in-
volved in the process. The first step of the 
new steering committee was to develop 

the following statement:
The undersigned organizations are 
committed to ongoing excellence in 
optometric continuing education and 
ensuring high standards of accredi-
tation. Therefore, we are dedicated 
to the development and adoption of 
guidelines for commercial support in 
optometric continuing education.

The second step will be for the presidents 
and an additional representative from each 
organization to meet with a representative 
from the American Medical Association in 
January 2009 to review the history and im-
petus for actions taken by the AMA. After 
this initial meeting, the steering committee 
work will be continued by the designated 
representatives. Kristen Anderson, OD, 
Chair of the ASCO Continuing Education 
Directors SIG and Vice President of Insti-
tutional Advancement, Southern College 
of Optometry, will be ASCO’s representa-
tive on the steering group. 

ASCO Welcomes 
Arizona College of 
Optometry as Newest 
Active Institutional 
Member

Midwestern University’s Arizona Col-
lege of Optometry (AZCOPT) is the 19th 

ASCO Active Member. The college was 
granted the preaccreditation classification 
of “preliminary approval” by the Accredi-
tation Council on Optometric Education 
in November 2008. Dr. Hector Santiago, 
ASCO Immediate Past-President, is the 
AZCOPT founding dean. 

ASCO Announces 
One-Hundred Percent 
Participation in 
OptomCAS

ASCO is pleased to announce that all 
schools and colleges of optometry have 
agreed to participate in OptomCAS (op-
tometry’s centralized application service). 
OptomCAS will launch on July 15, 2009. 
The OptomCAS Ad Hoc Implementa-
tion Committee has been working on this 
project since February 2008. Through this 
service, applicants may file one applica-
tion and send it to multiple optometry pro-
grams. The schools and colleges of optom-
etry will be able to process applications 
more efficiently. OptomCAS will also help 
the profession of optometry have useful 
data for workforce and future trends. 

ASCO NEWS
President-Elect (cont’d from page 1)

tion to the formal presentations, the group discussed their ongoing projects: mapping the vision literature, opening day collec-
tion, and standards and guidelines for vision libraries. Member presentations were videotaped, and the CD will be shared with 
members in India, Nepal, Australia, UK, China, and other countries. As of January 2009, the new ASCO liaison will be Sharon 
Tabachnick, Director of Library Services Southern College of Optometry (stabachnick@sco.edu). The next meeting will be 
held on November 11-14, 2009 in Orlando, FL.

Chief Academic Officers
The ASCO Chief Academic Officers meeting was held on October 24, 2008. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Gunilla Hae-

gerstrom-Portnoy of University of California at Berkeley. The CAOs received an update on the progress of the 2009 Sum-
mer Institute for Faculty Development event and the Cultural Competency Workshop. The CAOs are planning for their next 
meeting scheduled to take place on June 22, 2009 in conjunction with ASCO’s Annual Meeting and the American Optometric 
Association’s Congress in National Harbor, Maryland. Dr. Gunilla Haegerstrom-Portnoy of the University of California at 
Berkeley will chair the meeting. Potential topics include: Technology in Teaching, National Board Restructuring and Future 
Requirements, Board Certification, OptomCAS, and Faculty Recruitment, Development, and Evaluations.

SIG News (Cont’d from page 3)

Upcoming SIG Meetings
Practice Management Educators April 2-5, 2009 Jacksonville, FL
Low Vision Educators July 23-29, 2009 Boston, MA
Externship Directors October 8, 2009 Chicago, IL
Ophthalmic Optics Educators October 9-11, 2009 Chicago, IL
Clinic Directors October 9-11, 2009 Chicago, IL

(ASCO News cont’d on page 6)
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INDUSTRY NEWS
VISTAKON® and the 
American Optometric 
Foundation Announce 
Fellowship and Grant 
Recipients

VISTAKON®, a division of Johnson 
& Johnson Vision Care, Inc., and the 
American Optometric Foundation (AOF) 
has announced recipients of the VISTA-
KON® Ezell Fellowship program and 
AOF-VISTAKON® Research Grants. 
The recipients of the VISTAKON® Ezell 
Fellowships are Joe Phillips, BS, Univer-
sity of Houston, College of Optometry, 
and Lakshman Subbaraman, BSOptom, 
MS, FAAO, University of Waterloo Col-
lege of Optometry, Canada. Each awardee 
will receive $8,000 toward their graduate 
education and $750 travel grants to the an-
nual meetings of the American Academy 
of Optometry and the Association for Re-
search in Vision and Ophthalmology. 

The winners of the $25,000 AOF-
VISTAKON® research grants are Dan-
ielle M. Robertson, OD, PhD, and H. 
Dwight Cavanagh, MD, PhD. In addition, 
Lyndon Jones, BSc, PhD, FCOptom, Dip-
CLP, DipOrth, FAAO, and Doerte Luen-
smann, Dipl Ing, won $10,000 for their 
work. These are highly competitive re-
search awards, with the awardees selected 
by the AOF from numerous qualified ap-
plicants.

Eyemaginations 
to Release 
Comprehensive 
Cataract Education 
Software

Eyemaginations, Inc. announced its re-
lease of a comprehensive cataract-premi-
um IOL patient education program, devel-
oped in collaboration with David F. Chang, 
MD. The software is designed to help eye 
care professionals provide patients with 
a balanced and comprehensive overview 

of IOL options available with cataract 
surgery. “The availability of new refrac-
tive IOLs and the cost sharing premium 
channel have created exciting opportuni-
ties for appropriate patients and their sur-
geons,” said Jeffrey Peres, president and 
CEO. Eyemaginations saw the need for an 
educational program that could teach the 
basics without being promotional in style. 
Pictures and illustrations make confusing 
concepts easier to understand and Eye-
maginations has been a leader in quality 
3D-animated graphics and customizable 
patient educational software.

The new cataract module will be avail-
able to all existing customers of Eye-
maginations that use the 3D-Eye Office 
software program. This new module will 
be featured as part of the core content 
that physicians receive in connection with 
their annual license renewal process. The 
software was unveiled at the recent Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology meeting in Atlanta 
to rave reviews.

Bausch & Lomb News
Sponsors GSLS Registration for Residents

Bausch & Lomb (B&L) announced that 
the company will sponsor the registration 

fee for North American Cornea and Con-
tact Lens Residents to attend the upcoming 
Global Specialty Lens Symposium. B&L 
is a platinum level sponsor of the meeting 
which will be held in Las Vegas, January 
15-18, 2009. B&L will also host a private 
luncheon for the residents on Friday, Jan-
uary 16 at the Bally’s Hotel. Information 
can be found at www.gslsymposium.com. 

2008 B&L-Sponsored Ezell Fellowships 
Announced

The American Optometric Founda-
tion (AOF) in conjunction with Bausch 
& Lomb (B&L) announced recipients 
of the 2008 Bausch & Lomb William C. 
Ezell Fellowships. The fellowships, worth 
$8,000 for one year, are designed to en-
courage gifted postgraduate students to 
pursue full-time careers in optometric re-
search and education. Each Ezell Fellow 
also receives a $750 travel grant to attend 
the annual meetings of the American Acad-
emy of Optometry and the Association for 
Research in Vision and Ophthalmology. 
The 2008 B&L-sponsored recipients of 
the B&L Ezell Fellowships are: Jessica 
Mathew, OD, University of Houston, Col-
lege of Optometry, and James Su, MEng, 
University of California, Berkeley, CA.

ASCO Corporate Contributors*
ASCO appreciates the continued support it receives from the following  

companies for its national programs and activities that benefit all the schools  
and colleges of optometry.

 Advanced Medical Optics Alcon
 Allergan Bausch & Lomb
 Carl Zeiss Vision CIBA Vision 
 Compulink Business Systems CooperVision
 Essilor of America Genzyme 
 Haag-Streit HOYA Vision Care, North America
 Luxottica / EyeMed Vision Care Marchon 
 M&S Technologies Nidek, Inc. 
 Ophthonix, Inc. Optos North America
 Optovue, Inc. Safilo Group 
 TLC Vision Transitions Optical, Inc. 
 Vision Service Plan Vision Source!
 The Vision Care Institute™, LCC, a Johnson & Johnson company
 Vistakon, Division of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc.
 Volk Optical, Inc. Wal -Mart 

*As of November 1, 2008

(Industry News cont’d on page 6)
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Volk Offers Highest 
Resolution Imaging 
with Third-Generation 
Diagnostic Lenses–
Digital Series

Volk now offers improvements on the 
industry leading designs of the Clas-
sic 20D/90D and Super Series lenses, 
through its digital, third-generation di-
agnostic lenses. Enhanced designs with 
superior grade glass improve the charac-
teristics and image quality when examin-
ing with the indirect ophthalmoscope and 
slit lamp. The enhanced double aspheric 
design, coupled with gains in the quality 
of Volk’s A/R coating, provide noticeable 
reductions in glare and reflections. These 
redesigned lenses also help improve slit 
lamp photographic imaging. In addition, 
the digital series lenses provide the finest 
views for all examinations, delivering un-
paralleled image quality.

TLCPartners.com – 
Your Online Practice Development Resource

At TLC Laser Eye Centers, our commitment to optometry has never been stronger. We’ve developed TLCPartners.
com to help build and maintain Optometric practices, provide practice management education to Optometry Students 
and tools to help prepare Optometry School Graduates as they enter the workforce.

TLCPartners.com provides valuable benchmark data, self-assessment tests, and other supportive tools in the areas 
of financial management, staff management, staff recruitment & training, business planning, practice development and 
marketing tools. Self-assessment tests are scored to help you understand how you’re performing relative to industry 
norms. You’ll also find turnkey solutions for some of the biggest business challenges. Plus, a resource library contains 
articles and tools to assist in day-to-day practice operations.

Registration with TLCPartners.com is free and includes an introductory offer for a free one-year subscription to 
Eyemaginations’ 3D-Eye Home, a $250 value. 3D-Eye Home is an email tool that allows you to provide patients with 
high-quality education before and after their office visits, reinforces your practice image, creates a source of referrals 
by sharing your practice customized emails with family/friends, and differentiates you from the competition. 

Contact your local TLC Laser Eye Center to become a TLC Affiliate, with access to TLCPartners.com at no cost to 
you. For a list of TLC centers, visit www.tlcvision.com. 

Date Set for ASCO 
Cultural Competence 
Curriculum Training

ASCO is pleased to announce the ASCO 
Cultural Competence Curriculum Train-
ing will take place on May 1-2, 2009, in 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL, prior to the Association 
of Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 
(ARVO) meeting. This will be the second 
phase of the grant from Wal-Mart Stores, 
Inc. The first phase was the development of 
the “ASCO Curriculum Guidelines for Cul-
turally Competent Eye and Vision Care”. 

This train-the-trainer workshop is de-
signed for ASCO Chief Academic Offi-
cers and members of the ASCO Cultural 
Competence and Diversity Task Forces. 
The workshop will feature didactic and 
experiential activities designed to help 
develop and refine plans to integrate cul-
tural competency content into optometry 
coursework to ensure students become 

Industry News (cont’d from page 5)
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INDUSTRY SPOTLIGHT

culturally competent providers. Dr. Sunita 
Mutha from the Center for Health Profes-
sions at the University of California-San 
Francisco will be the workshop facilitator. 
Information about the workshop will be 
available in early 2009. 

Opometry Featured in 
Weekly Youth Health 
Magazine

Optomerty as a career choice was fea-
tured in an article entitled “Optometrists: 
The Eyes Have It!”. The article appeared 
in the October 2008 issue of the magazine 
Current Health 2, which is geared toward 
middle and high school students. Optom-
etry as a profession was highlighted in the 
“Careers in Health” section of the publica-
tion. As quoted by Andrea Thau, OD, As-
sociate Clinical Professor at SUNY State 
College of Optometry---“How many other 
professions let you work with people who 
are happy and healthy?”  Promoting op-
tometry as a top career choice of the future 
is a priority strategic objective of ASCO.

ASCO NEWS
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
The Ohio State University College 
of Optometry

Melvin D. Shipp, OD, MPH, DrPH, Dean of the College of 
Optometry and ASCO President-Elect, was honored with the 
2008 Executive Director’s Citation at the 136th American Public 
Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA 
in October 2008. Shipp served as treasurer of APHA from 2001 
to 2007 and as a member of the Executive Board from 1999-
2007. Among his many contributions to the association, Shipp 
served as the founding chair of the Education Board and chair 
of the Finance and Audit Committee from 2001 to 2007. He has 
served as a section councilor and governing councilor for the Vi-
sion Care Section and has held numerous other positions.

Karla Zadnik, OD, PhD, was elected at the recent American 
Academy of Optometry (AAO) meeting to serve as president-
elect of the organization for two years, beginning October 2008, 
before assuming the two-year presidency in November 2010. 
Her service will then continue for two more years as immedi-
ate past-president. As president-elect, Dr. Zadnik will chair the 
Academy’s Annual Meetings in Orlando, Florida in November 
2009 and in San Francisco in November 2010. She most recently 
served as secretary-treasurer and has been a board member since 
2000. 

SUNY News
David Heath Installed as Third 
President

 David A. Heath, OD, EdM, was 
installed as the SUNY’s College 
of Optometry’s third president in 
September 2008. In his inaugural 
speech, Dr. Heath committed the 
college’s community to serving 
“the growing needs of the people of 
New York State and beyond.” Dur-
ing the 37 years of the College’s 
existence, the institution was led by 
Dr. Alden N. Haffner, its founding 

president, and by Dr. Edward R. Johnston to whom Dr. Heath ex-
pressed gratitude for their service. Dr. Heath spoke of the history 
of the college, its environment, and the challenges ahead. The 
new strategic plan, “A Shared Vision”, will focus on educating 
tomorrow’s leaders in the field of vision care, research, patient 
care, international optometry, student life and the school’s posi-
tion within the State University of New York.

SUNY Optometry Receives Grant for New Center in China
The College of Optometry has received a three-year $430,700 

grant from the Lavelle Fund for the Blind to establish a Center 
of Excellence in Low Vision and Vision Rehabilitation in Wen-
zhou, China. This the first such center of excellence of its kind 
in the region. An estimated 17 million individuals in China have 
low vision. With a dearth of eye and vision care professionals in 
the region providing quality care for the visually impaired, the 
new center will have a significant impact.

George Foster Retires as Dean of 
NSUOCO

George E. Foster, OD, Muskogee/Creek, will be retiring from 
the Northeastern State University Oklahoma College of Optom-
etry at the end of December 2008. Dr. Foster began his role as 
the dean of the Oklahoma College of Optometry in 1997. Prior 
to that he was in private practice in Bristow, Oklahoma, for 29 
years. His long service to the profession of optometry includes 
serving as ASCO president from 2004 to 2005, as a member of 
the ASCO Board for more than a decade, as an officer of ASCO, 
and on the Oklahoma State Board of Examiners in Optometry.

Throughout his years in private practice and in optometric 
education, Dr. Foster has received many honors and awards. He 
was named the American Optometric Association’s Optometrist 
of the Year in 1989 and received their Health Care Leadership 
Award in 2008. In 2000, he was named as a member of the Okla-
homa Association of Optometric Physicians Team of the 21st 
Century. Optometric Management magazine named him as one 
of the Top 10 ODs of the decade, in 1999. Dr. Foster served for 
many years on the Accreditation Council on Optometric Educa-
tion. On  October 21, 2008, Dr. Foster was honored by ASCO 
with a resolution confirming his dedication to the profession and 
optometric education.

The NSU Foundation has established the Dr. George Foster 
Legacy Fund, in honor of Dr. Foster. More information is avail-
able by contacting Mr. John Gyllin at foundation@nsuok.edu. 

Michigan College of Optometry 
Granted Funding for New Building 

The Michigan Optometric Association, Michigan College of 
Optometry and Ferris State University announced in October 
2008 that Governor Jennifer Granholm signed SB 511, which 
provides $20 million in funding for a new MCO facility, the 
Center for Collaborative Health Care Education. The center will 
bring together over 1,200 students, staff, and faculty in the Col-
leges of Optometry, Allied Health, and Pharmacy in a national 
award-winning, team-oriented approach to health education and 
health care. In addition to the state funding, more than $1.25 
million has been pledged in support of operating and matching 
funds for the new facility, in addition to a $1 million gift from 
the Dow Foundation. 

University of Alabama in 
Birmingham

Dr. Lawrence DeLucas and the Center for Biophysical Scienc-
es and Engineering (CBSE), a division of the School of Optom-
etry at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, participated in 
a NASA Space Grant educational program involving more than 
200 students from Birmingham and Huntsville area high schools. 
Students learned about protein crystallization, crystallography 
and structure-based drug design. They prepared more than 1,000 
protein crystallization experiments for three different proteins that 

David A. Heath, OD, EdM

(School News cont’d on page 8)
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were subsequently placed on a Russian Soyuz capsule, launched 
in November 2008. The capsule docked with the International 
Space Station where the crystals grew for 10 days before return-
ing to Earth, yielding data that were superior to crystals grown 
on Earth. Dr. DeLucas and colleagues hope to continue the space 
crystallization educational program in an effort to motivate high 
school students to pursue careers in science.

Southern California College of 
Optometry

Dr. Susan Cotter, Professor of Optometry at the Southern Cali-
fornia College of Optometry, has received the A.M. Skeffing-
ton Award at the College of Optometrist in Vision Development 
(COVD) meeting in October. The award is given to a COVD 
Fellow who has made outstanding contributions to the optomet-
ric literature in the areas of vision therapy and vision develop-
ment. This award acknowledges the outstanding contributions 
Dr. Cotter has made to advancing optometric knowledge in the 
areas of pediatric optometry and binocular vision. 

In other news, the Southern California College of Optometry 
had the privilege of hosting a number of meetings, receptions, 
and campus tours during the week of the AAO annual meeting, 
held October 22-25, 2008, at the Anaheim Convention Center. 
SCCO hosted the AAO reception, which was sponsored by Dr. 
Donald Studt of the Studt Foundation. Whether it was a home-
coming to past stomping grounds, a chance to see what SCCO is 
all about, or simply a break from the Academy, over 200 guests 
attended.

Illinois College of Optometry
ICO opened new Basic Health and Clinical Science Laborato-

ries, the “Eyepod,” in October 2008. The third floor of the build-
ing is now state-of-the-art and wireless, including new confer-
ence rooms and student lounge areas. A formal dedication will 
occur on January 10, 2009. 

In other news, ICO students led the nation with donations to 
the World Sight Day with over $5,000 donated. This year over 
50% of ICO’s current third-year students will have completed 

international mission trips and contributed to improving vision 
world-wide.

Faculty news include Dr. Dominic Maino, who lectured on 
special populations for three days in November to a group of 
Scandinavian optometrists as the keynote speaker in Asker, Nor-
way. Last, Dr. Stephen Beckerman, a faculty member, who is 
also a Chicago Fire Team Physician, is presenting Eye Injuries 
and Medical Treatments at the 2009 Soccer Industry Medical 
Symposium in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 

Southern College of Optometry
Southern College of Optometry held a one-day Refractive 

Surgery Symposium in November for all faculty and third- and 
fourth-year students on campus. The symposium featured some 
of the top experts in refractive surgery, including Jeff Machat, 
MD, William Tullo, OD, John Potter, OD, Jim Owen, OD, Dawn 
Holsted, OD, and Sondra Black, OD. Program funding was made 
possible by an educational grant from Advanced Medical Optics 
(AMO).

November also saw another highly respected speaker visit 
SCO: Dr. Edwin C. Marshall, Vice President for Diversity, Equi-
ty, and Multicultural Affairs at Indiana University and Professor 
of Optometry at Indiana University’s School of Optometry. Dr. 
Marshall was hosted by SCO’s NOSA chapter. In his address to 
students and faculty, he spoke on racial disparities in optometry 
and health care.

Nova Southeastern University
NSU faculty Janet Leasher, OD, MPH, FAAO, who serves 

as the North American Coordinator for the UNESCO Chair in 
Visual Health and Development, participated in the Forum on 
Visual Health in South America in November 2008 in Bogota, 
Colombia. Representatives from health ministries, professional 
associations, educational institutions, and nongovernmental or-
ganizations reviewed the results of the Study on Visual Health in 

A tour group views key aspects of SCCO’s Eye Care Center.
(From left) Dr. Edwin C. Marshall, Richard W. Phillips, 
and Dr. Cynthia Heard.
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The Partnership Foundation for Optometric Education would like thank its 
Contributing Partners for their continued support. We gratefully acknowledge the 
following Contributing Partner organizations and institutions for their generous 

contributions in 2008:

Contributing Partners
Illinois College of Optometry
Indiana University, School of Optometry
Michigan College of Optometry at Ferris State University
New England College of Optometry
Northeastern State University, College of Optometry
NOVA Southeastern University, College of Optometry
Ohio State University, College of Optometry
Pacific University, College of Optometry
Pennsylvania College of Optometry
Southern California College of Optometry
Southern College of Optometry
State University of New York, State College of Optometry
University of Alabama at Birmingham, School of 
Optometry
University of California at Berkeley, School of Optometry
University of Houston, College of Optometry
University of Missouri at St. Louis, College of Optometry
American Optometric Association (Co-Founding Partner)

American Academy of Optometry
American Optometric Student Association
Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry
Association of Schools and Colleges of 
Optometry (Co-Founding Partner)
ASCO Clinic Directors SIG
ASCO Ophthalmic Optic Educators SIG
College of Optometrists in Vision Development
National Board of Examiners in Optometry
Optometric Admissions Testing Program (OAT)
Heart of America Contact Lens Society
Alabama Optometric Association
Optometry Association of Louisiana
Illinois Optometric Association
Maine Optometric Association
Michigan Optometric Association

Other Contributors 
Southern Council of Optometrists
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the World encompassing the countries of 
the northern cone. The report covers the 
social-economic, political and cultural de-
terminants of visual health and access to 
vision care. This report will soon be avail-
able at www.unescovision.org.

 In other news, NSU has launched new 
campaign for informing students about 
public health. The online campaign targets 
students of the health professions and in-
volves a sticker campaign, where students 
can “sticker” items that have public health 
relevance. Students and faculty are en-
couraged to join the Vision Care Section 
of the American Public Health Associa-
tion at www.apha.org.
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Partnership Foundation Welcomes Two New 
Contributing Partners

The Illinois Optometric Association (IOA) became the sixth state association to be-
come a contributing partner of the Partnership Foundation for Optometric Education. 
The IOA joins Alabama, Connecticut, Louisiana, Maine, and Michigan in support of the 
partnership’s mission to provide long-term financial support for the advancement of op-
tometric education. Each new state that supports the partnership challenges other state 
associations to follow their leadership. Each state makes a difference. 

In other news, ASCO’s Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG became the second ASCO 
SIG to support the partnership this year. ASCO’s Clinic Directors SIG made a commit-
ment to the partnership in April. The Optics Educators at the schools and colleges of 
optometry understand that their institutions will ultimately benefit from their donation. 


