
Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry

HOYA SUPPORTS EYE ON EDUCATION

Eye on Education is generously sponsored by HOYA Vision Care, North America. 
HOYA’s “Full Spectrum” laboratories focus on providing prescription lenses from all the 
leading lens manufacturers and lab services to optometrists. 

In addition to supporting ASCO’s newsletter, HOYA supported the 2008 Ophthalmic 
Optics Educators SIG and Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG workshops. Thank you 
HOYA!

Spring 2009

ASCO Welcomes the 
University of the 
Incarnate Word School 
of Optometry as Its 
20th Active Member 
School

The University of the Incarnate Word 
School of Optometry (UIWSO), located 
in San Antonio, Texas, is ASCO’s 20th ac-
tive member school of optometry. Dr. H.S. 
Ghazi-Birry is the Founding Dean and a 
professor at the school. UIWSO’s mission 
will be to educate and prepare future lead-
ers in optometry through excellence in ed-
ucation, patient care, vision research and 
public service, within a context of faith 
and personal development. In conjunction 
with the Doctor of Optometry program, 
UIWSO is launching a Bachelors degree 
in Vision Science. Its curriculum, to be 
partially taught by the optometry fac-
ulty, will incorporate a two-year rotation 
through the optometry clinics.

ASCO NEWS
OptomCAS 
(Optometry’s 
Centralized Application 
Service)

The Association of Schools and Col-
leges of Optometry (ASCO) is pleased to 
announce the launching of the centralized 
application service for optometry (Op-
tomCAS) on July 15, 2009 for the 2009-
2010 application cycle. OptomCAS will 
offer applicants a convenient, Web-based 
application that will allow them to apply 
to more than one participating optometry 
school or college with one application. 
All 20 schools and colleges of optometry 
will participate. The OptomCAS web-
site is now available at www.optomcas.
org. Please contact Paige Pence, ASCO  
Director of Student and Professional  
Affairs at ppence@opted.org if you have 
any questions. 

ASCO Student Affairs 
Officers to Meet

The ASCO Student Officers will meet on 
Monday, June 22, prior to ASCO’s Annual 
Meeting in National Harbor, Maryland, just 
outside of Washington, DC. The morning 
section of the meeting will focus on ASCO 
activities such as the career marketing 
plan, Each One Reach One, and the OAT. 
There will be a significant amount of time 
dedicated to roundtable discussion items 
that have been suggested from the schools 
and colleges. The afternoon workshop will 
focus on OptomCAS, which will launch 
on July 15, 2009. For further information 
about this meeting, please contact Paige 
Pence, ASCO Director of Student and 
Professional Affairs at ppence@opted.org. 

Highlights of 2008-
2009 ASCO Annual 
Faculty Survey Report

ASCO’s Annual Faculty Survey Report 
for Academic Year 2008-2009 has been 
released and shows that full-time faculty 
increased from 600 in 2007-2008 to 637 
in 2008-2009. Men constitute 56.2% of 
faculty and 43.8% are women. The per-

(Highlights cont’d on page 2)
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centage of full-time faculty who are Black 
or African American remained at 2%, and 
the percentage of full-time faculty who 
are Hispanic or Latino remained at 4.7%. 
The percentage of Asian full-time fac-
ulty decreased from 11.8% to 11.6%. The 
percentage of full-time faculty who are 
American Indian, Alaskan Native or Other 
remained at 2.5%. The percentage of full-
time faculty identified as White remained 
at about 79%. Of the 550 full-time faculty 
at the 16 institutions that have a tenure 
policy, 42.5% have tenure, 19.3% are on 
the tenure track and 38.2% are not on the 
tenure track. Contact Joanne Zuckerman, 
jzuckerman@opted.org, for more details. 

Chief Academic 
Officers (CAOs) Gear 
Up for June Workshop/
Business Meeting

The CAOs workshop and business 
meeting will occur June 22, 2009 in Na-
tional Harbor, Maryland. The meeting will 
be chaired by Dr. Gunilla Haegerstrom-

Portnoy of the University of California at 
Berkeley School of Optometry. The main 
theme of the workshop will be teaching 
and technology. 

ASCO Cosigns Letter to 
Congress Urging Funds 
for Health Professions’ 
Education

In a January 2009 letter to the U.S. Con-
gress, ASCO, along with other organiza-
tions, requested that the president’s stimu-
lus package contain emergency funding 
for all facets of the nation’s health-related 
education system. The letter asserted, “We 
view inclusion of health professional train-
ing funding in the economic stimulus pack-
age as mission-critical to the strength of 
our nation at this time.” On Jan. 28, 2009, 
the House of Representatives passed an 
$819 billion stimulus plan by a vote of 244 
to 188. The stimulus bill raised the budget 
allotted to the Department of Education to 
$135 billion for 2009 (from $65 billion in 
08), and to about $146 billion in 2010.

Student 
Award in 
Clinical 
Ethics

For the 5th year, CIBA 
Vision has sponsored the 
Student Award in Clini-
cal Ethics. ASCO and 
the Ethics Educators SIG are pleased to an-
nounce Graham McPartland as the win-
ner of the 2009 Student Award in Clinical 
Ethics. Graham grew up in a small town 
in northern California and was inspired to 
enter optometry by his father, Brian Mc-
Partland, O.D. (SCCO, class of 1983). Gra-
ham has created two nonprofits, Medically 
Inspired and Eye Recycle. In addition, he 
has received the USA Access to Education 
Scholarship for 3 consecutive years, the 
Vision for Excellence Scholarship in 2006 
and several other academic-based scholar-
ships. As the winner of the CIBA Vision 
award, Graham will receive a $1,000 award 
check and an acrylic engraved plaque. The 
paper, Case Study in Clinical Ethics, has 
been posted on the ASCO Website.

ASCO NEWS
Highlights (cont’d from page 1)

Shared Passion for Healthy Vision and Better Life

This is a reminder that CIBA Vision, an ASCO Corporate Contributor, provides 
grant funding to the schools and colleges of optometry to bring lecturers in contact 
lenses to their campuses. For more information or to obtain an application, contact 

LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org.

Reminder: 
CIBA Vision Offers Guest Lecturer Grant 

Program in Contact Lenses

Graham 
McPartland
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ASCO Special Interest Group (SIG) News
Special Interest Groups, known in the association industry as SIGs, were created within ASCO as a primary means of imple-

menting the ASCO mission of “fulfilling the leadership role in the optometric education enterprise.” The purpose of SIGs is to 
provide forums for professional staff, administrators and faculty with common responsibilities to communicate directly with 
each other and to provide advice and counsel to the ASCO Board of Directors on issues related to their area of interest. Par-
ticipation is open to those individuals identified by the deans and presidents of an active ASCO member institution. Below is 
a summary of the SIGs and when they will meet in 2009. See the ASCO website for more information, http://www.opted.org/
i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3364, also provides meetings information.

Clinic Directors/Administrators
The Clinic Director’s Workshop is scheduled to take place on October 9-11, 2009 in Chicago, Illinois. The meeting will be 

chaired by Dr. Nancy Peterson-Klein, Michigan College of Optometry. Portions of this meeting will be held in conjunction with 
the Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG. For additional information, contact Les Caplan at lcacc@comcast.net. 

Externship Directors 
The Externship Directors SIG Workshop is scheduled to take place on October 8, 2009 in Chicago, Illinois. The workshop 

will be co-chaired by Drs. Martina Fredricks (Pacific University College of Optometry) and Greg Nixon (The Ohio State Uni-
versity College of Optometry). The workshop will be held in conjunction with the Clinic Directors/Administrators Workshop. 
For additional information, contact Les Caplan at lcacc@comcast.net. 

Ophthalmic Optics Educators
The Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG meeting is scheduled to take place on October 9-11, 2009 in Chicago, Illinois. The 

meeting will be chaired by Dr. Geoffrey Goodfellow, Illinois College of Optometry. Portions of this meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG. For additional information regarding the SIG, contact LaShawn 
Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org.

Practice Management Educators
The Practice Management Educators SIG meeting took place on April 2-5 in Jacksonville, Florida. The meeting was chaired 

by Dr. Sam Quintero, University of Houston. For additional information regarding the SIG, contact Dr. Quintero at squintero@
uh.edu. 

November SIG Meetings
Eight of ASCO’s twelve Special Interest Groups plan to meet in November in conjunction with the American Academy 

of Optometry in Orlando, Florida. Unless otherwise noted, the point of contact for each SIG is LaShawn Sidbury,  
lsidbury@opted.org:

ASCO Annual Meeting – Looking Forward
Annually ASCO conducts a series of meetings and events in conjunction with the American Optometric Association. This 

year, the annual meetings/events will take place on June 21-26, 2009 in National Harbor, Maryland. Unless otherwise noted, 
the point of contact for each event is LaShawn Sidbury, lsidbury@opted.org

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 TUESDAY, JUNE 23

Student Affairs Committee
4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Contact: Paige Pence, ppence@opted.org

Annual Meeting
7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

MONDAY, JUNE 22 THURSDAY, JUNE 25

Annual Meeting
1:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Chief Academic Officers
7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Executive Committee
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Student Affairs Officers
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Contact: Paige Pence, ppence@opted.org

Annual Leadership Luncheon
12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

Corporate Contributors Advisory Board Breakfast
8:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org

• Binocular Vision & Perception Educators (Don Lyon, ICO, chair)
• Continuing Education Directors (Jennifer Ebert, UH, chair)
• Development Directors* (Frances Rozner, SCCO, chair; *point 

of contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org)
• Ethics Educators (John Classe, UAB, chair)
• Low Vision Educators (Pamela Oliver, NSU, chair)

• Optometric Informatics (David Castells, ICO, co-
chair; Gerald Dujsik, ICO, co-chair)

• Residency Educators* (David Loshin, NSU, co-
chair; David Hoffman, NECO, co-chair; *point of 
contact: Paige Pence, ppence@opted.org)

• Vision Science Librarians (Sharon Tabachnick, SCO, 
chair)



4

INDUSTRY NEWS
Hoya Announces 
Graduate Connections 
Grant Program and 
Alliance with Cleinman 
Performance Partners

HOYA Vision Care, North America an-
nounced an optometry student grant pro-
gram and a strategic alliance with Clein-
man Performance Partners, a business 
consultancy for large optometry practices. 
Through the $250,000 Hoya/Cleinman 
Graduate Connections Grant Program, 
each of the 19 schools of optometry will 
receive an opportunity to present a unique 
workshop to students that will better pre-
pare them for future ownership of private 
optometry practices. In addition, select 3rd 
and 4th year optometry students will have 
the opportunity to participate in Cleinman 
Performance Network (CPN), a division 
of Cleinman Performance Partners.

Bausch & Lomb

Crystalens, which is a product of 
Bausch & Lomb, is the only FDA ap-
proved accommodating intraocular lens. 
Unlike the standard cataract replacement 
lenses, Crystalens not only eliminates the 
patient’s cataract but also gives the patient 
full range of vision so that the patient can 
see near, far and everything in between. 
Many Crystalens patients hardly ever need 
their glasses or contacts again.

VISTAKON® News

VISTAKON and the American 
Optometric Foundation (AOF) have 
announced recipients of the Dr. Terrance 
Ingraham Pediatric Optometry Residency 
Awards, the Dr. George W. Mertz 
Contact Lens Residency Awards, and 
the Dr. Sheldon Wechsler Contact Lens  
Residency Awards. For more information, 
e-mail gester1@its.jnj.com.

In other news, VISTAKON hosted its 
Contact Lens Educators Meeting in Jack-
sonville, FL in February. The meeting agen-
da included innovative topics in three major 
areas; educational tools, new product pipe-
line and practice management. The meeting 
kicked off with a “film premiere” of Vista-
kon’s new Welcome to Optometry program 
video, Hindsight is 20/20. The video pres-
ents typical questions that first year stu-
dents have in adjusting to optometry school 
answered by third and fourth year students 
who lived through these issues.

Children’s Self-
Perceptions Improve 
More With Contact 
Lenses Vs. Glasses

The Vision Care Institute, LLC, a John-
son & Johnson Company, announced that 
in a three-year study of children ages 8-11 
years, contact lens wearers felt better 
about their physical appearance, athletic 
competence, and social acceptance than 
those who wore glasses. In addition, those 

who wore lenses felt more confident about 
their academic performance.

Safilo Group Supports 
the 2009 Special 
Olympics World Winter 
Games

The Safilo Group announced their sup-
port of the 2009 Special Olympics World 
Winter Games, which were held in Febru-
ary in Boise, Idaho. The event hosted over 
2,000 athletes with intellectual disabilities 
from more than 100 nations to compete 
in many different. The Safilo Group fur-
nishes optical frames and sunglasses to 
the participants in the sports competitions 
promoted by the Special Olympics world-
wide, within the “Opening Eyes” vision 
screening program.

CIBA Vision Sponsors 
“Cycle-4-Sight 2009”

Optometry Giving Sight is an organi-
zation established in 2003 to address the 
needs of the 300 people worldwide who 
are blind or vision impaired simply be-
cause they don’t have access to an eye 
exam and a pair of glasses. Optometry 

ASCO Corporate Contributors*
ASCO appreciates the continued support it received from the following  

companies for its national programs and activities that benefit all the  
schools and colleges of optometry:

 Abbott Medical Optics Alcon
 Allergan Bausch & Lomb
 Carl Zeiss Vision CIBA Vision 
 Compulink Business Systems CooperVision
 Essilor of America Genzyme   
 Haag-Streit HOYA Vision Care, North America
 Luxottica / EyeMed Vision Care Marchon 
 M&S Technologies Ophthonix, Inc.   
 Optos North America Optovue, Inc.   
 Safilo Group TLC Vision   
 Transitions Optical, Inc. Vision Service Plan
 Vision Source! Vistakon, Division of Johnson  
  & Johnson Vision Care, Inc.
 Volk Optical, Inc.  Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

*As of April 1, 2009

(Industry News cont’d on page 5)
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Giving Sight is reaching out to the more 
than 200,000 optometrists around the 
world, and their nearly 325 million pa-
tients, to fund the solution in countries 
with little or no access to vision. CIBA 
Vision is pleased to sponsor this year’s 
Mary 14-16, 2009 bike ride in California’s 
Napa Valley. For more information visit  
www.givingsight.org. Click on United 
States, then Cycle-4-Sight. The deadline 
for registration is Monday, May 4, 2009.

Abbott Acquires 
Advanced Medical Optics

Abbott recently announced that it has 
completed its acquisition of Advanced 
Medical Optics (AMO). AMO is now a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Abbott and has 
been renamed Abbott Medical Optics Inc. 
According to a recent press announcement, 
Abbott Medical Optics holds the number 

From the development of the very first aspheric ophthalmic lens, an advance that corrected the aberrations 
present in traditional spheric lenses, Volk Optical has been providing innovative ophthalmic tools. By working 
closely with practicing physicians in developing and testing, the company is able to provide products that meet 
real-world needs. Volk believes in supporting the next generation of practitioners who will be the visionaries driving the 
company’s product development forward. Company founder Dr. David Volk was dedicated to helping practitioners deliver 
the best eye care with the finest ophthalmic imaging products-ultimately helping to preserve and restore sight. In 1965, 
he developed the first aspheric ophthalmic lenses for subnormal vision, using an aspheric design to provide substantial, 
undistorted improvement in patients’ field of vision. These corrective lenses became the basis for Volk’s line of aspheric 
indirect ophthalmoscopy lenses.

Over the decades, Volk has continually innovated Dr. Volk’s original design to deliver levels of imaging and quality that 
were previously impossible. Its first generation lenses went from a single- to double-aspheric design for even better image 
quality. With this generation lenses, the use of slit lamps for patient examination -now the standard of care- became clini-
cally feasible and worthwhile for the first time. Now on its third generation of lenses, the company offers a range of powers 
and types of lenses for use in all areas of examination.

Volk is an annual contributor to ASCO, supporting national programs and activities. It also supports schools directly, ad-
vertising in alumni books and yearbooks to help cover production costs, and donating lenses and equipment for event raffle 
prizes. During school equipment fairs, company representatives help students with equipment selection. Volk is always open 
and receptive to new product ideas and suggestions for how its products can be even more useful in everyday practice. The 
company is eager to work with practitioners at every stage in their careers-from student to seasoned veterans. To discuss 
product ideas or volunteer to become a beta tester, contact Tim Warrell, tim.warrell@volk.com. 

Industry News (cont’d from page 4)

INDUSTRY SPOTLIGHT

INDUSTRY NEWS
one position in LASIK surgical devices, 
the number two position in the cataract sur-
gical device market and the number three 
position in contact lens care products.

TLC Laser Eye 
Centers Lead in Laser 
Refractive Surgical 
Education and 
Development

TLC Laser Eye Centers has developed 
multiple residency programs to educate op-
tometrists about Laser Vision Correction. 
These unique programs offer a year of ad-
vanced training in patient selection, choos-
ing the proper procedure for each patient, 
refractive laser programming, and post 
operative care. The programs offer a year 
of advanced training in patient selection, 
choosing the proper procedure for each 
patient, refractive laser programming, and 

post operative care. Residents will learn 
to manage normal pre and post operative 
patients and the complications that might 
arise from having surgery. For more infor-
mation, go to www.TLCPartners.com.

Transitions “Improve 
Your Vision, Improve 
Your Game” Program 
Educates Patients 
About 
Healthy Sight 
and Sports 
Performance

Tying in with its four-year sponsorship 
of the PGA TOUR event at Innisbrook – 
the Transitions Championship – Transi-
tions Optical, Inc. is educating consumers 
about the importance of healthy sight both 
on and off the golf course through its “Im-
prove Your Vision, Improve Your Game” 
program. This broad-reaching consumer 
education program connects seeing well to 
performing well, and healthy sight to hav-
ing a healthy, quality life. For more infor-
mation, visit www.Transitions.com/Golf. 

Volk Optical
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
School Round-Up

SUNY College of Optometry has received a three-year, 
$430,700 grant from the Lavelle Fund for the Blind to estab-
lish a Center of Excellence in Low Vision and Vision Rehabil-
itation in Wenzhou, China. In other news, the SUNY College 
Council took action at its January 21 meeting to advocate on 
behalf of the university in light of the state budget crisis. In 
part, the letter took note of the college’s “grave concern over 
the cumulative impact of budget cuts on the State University of 
New York.” It called on the state to make a “strategic invest-
ment in our University as we confront the economic challenges 
before us.” The SUNY State College of Optometry is undertak-
ing a feasibility study for developing an O.D./M.B.A. Program. 
The proposed joint degree program will promote clinical skills 
while fostering strong leadership and managerial excellence. … 
UC-Berkeley Optometry was featured on National Public Ra-
dio’s Morning Edition in January, in a segment discussing re-
search into improving vision in adults with amblyopia. The full 
story can be found at http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.

php?storyId=99083752&ft=1&f=3. … 
Northeastern State University Okla-
homa College of Optometry has named 
Dr. Doug Penisten, currently the Chief 
Academic Officer at NSUOK, as Dean, 
effective April 1. Dr. Penisten’s appoint-
ment comes on the heels of Dr. George 
Foster’s retirement in December, fol-
lowing 11 years of service to NSU. …  

Twenty-five students from the 
Illinois College of Optometry 
traveled in February to Hondu-
ras to volunteer for domestic 
and global humanitarian mis-
sions through Student Volun-
teers in Optometric Service to 
Humanity (SVOSH). With lim-
ited resources and equipment, 
the students joined practicing 
optometrists and other health 
care professionals to perform 
eye/health examinations on 
an expected 4,000 patients 
over the four days of clinic. …  
In other ICO news, Congress-
man Bill Foster was invited to 
meet with ICO President Dr. Arol Augsburger and others about 
the Public Health Service Act and the participation of optom-
etrists in the National Health Service Corps scholarship and loan 
repayment programs . … The Ohio State University College 
of Optometry has appointed Greg Good, OD, PhD, a professor 
of clinical optometry, as Assistant Dean for Clinical Services. 
This newly created position replaces the position of Director of 
Clinics and has broader responsibilities. Dr. Good’s primary re-

sponsibility is to provide effective leadership and management 
of the college’s clinical training activities. … Michigan College 
of Optometry at Ferris State University notes that Roger Ka-
men, OD, MS, MCO faculty member, completed a two-week 
professional development grant of study and research in Ger-
many at Heidelberg University. He studied the structure and fi-
nancing of German health care, delivery of eye care services and 
scope of optometric practice and educational training of Ger-
man optometrists and delivered a “live” interactive lecture to his 

class at MCO utilizing VOIP tech-
nology. … Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry at Salus University’s 
new Dean, Dr. Linda Casser, began 
her tenure in January. As Dean of 
Optometry, Dr. Casser will serve as 
the Chief Academic Officer for PCO 
programs and will be responsible for 
programmatic development, imple-
mentation, evaluation and fiscal 
management. … Southern College 
of Optometry’s James Venable, as-
sistant professor, has been selected 
to become the new Executive Direc-

tor for Clinical Programs at The Eye Center at SCO, effective 
this July. In other news, Dr. Chris Lievens, associate professor, 
has been named Interim Chief of Staff for The Eye Center, also 
effective in July, and will continue to serve as Chief of Adult Pri-
mary Care through the transition. ….The formal induction cer-
emony for the 7th president of the Southern California College 
of Optometry, Kevin L. Alexander, O.D., Ph.D., F.A.A.O., was 
held on Saturday, April 18. Dr. Alexander began his tenure as 
SCCO’s new President on July 1, 2008. He brings three-decades 
of experience and leadership in optometric practice and educa-
tion to the 105-year-old SCCO.
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