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Workforce Issues 
Discussed at ASCO 
Board Meeting
Board Looks Ahead to Annual 
Meeting

The need for a broad-based and ongoing 
eye and vision care workforce study was 
among the topics discussed at the ASCO 
Board of Directors meeting held recently 
on the campus of The Ohio State Univer-
sity in Columbus. The meeting was hosted 
by ASCO President Melvin D. Shipp, OD, 
MPH, DrPH.

Issues related to the current student ap-
plicant pool also were discussed, as well 
as a host of other critical issues facing 
optometric education, including the first 
year of OptomCAS, ASCO’s centralized 
application service.

Meanwhile, plans are under way for 
ASCO’s Annual Meeting, which will be 
held in Orlando, Fla., June 15-16. A high-
light of the meeting will be a “Meet the 
New Schools” presentation during the 
Annual Leadership Luncheon, when the 
deans of the three new optometric institu-
tions will present to more than 100 lead-
ers of the optometric profession, includ-
ing student leaders.

ASCO NEWS
ICO Student Receives 
Clinical Ethics Award

ASCO and its Ethics Educators SIG are 
pleased to announce Laura Gengelbach is 
the recipient of the 2010 Student Award 
in Clinical Ethics, which is sponsored by 
CIBA Vision. A 2006 graduate of Iowa 
State University with a degree in chem-
istry, Ms. Gengelbach is a fourth-year 
student at the Illinois College of Optom-
etry, where she is a member of the student 
affairs team and an academic tutor and 
has been involved with AOSA/AOA PAC 
Congressional Advocacy programming. 
Ms. Gengelbach will receive $1,000 
and an acrylic engraved plaque. Her pa-
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the 2010 Student Award in Clinical Ethics, 
sponsored by CIBA Vision

per, “Patient Care: Management Beyond 
the Textbooks,” will be published in the 
ASCO journal, Optometric Education, as 
well as on the ASCO Web site. This is the 
sixth year that CIBA Vision has sponsored 
this award.

Chief Academic 
Officers Gear Up for 
June Workshop

The Chief Academic Officers will 
hear presentations on Andragogy: Adult 
Learning, Competency-based Assessment 
and Interprofessional Professionalism 
at their workshop and business meeting 
on June 14, 2010, in Orlando, Fla. Dr. 
Lewis Reich of the Southern College of 
Optometry will chair the meeting.
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ASCO Special Interest Group 
(SIG) News

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) were created within ASCO as a primary means of 
implementing the ASCO mission of “fulfilling the leadership role in the optometric 
education enterprise.” The purpose of SIGs is to provide forums for professional staff, 
administrators and faculty with common responsibilities to communicate directly with 
each other and to provide advice and counsel to the ASCO Board of Directors on issues 
related to their areas of interest. Participation is open to individuals designated by the 
deans and presidents of active ASCO member institutions. Below is a summary of SIG 
activities and meeting dates in 2010. See the ASCO Web site for more information; for 
meeting information, click here.

Clinic Directors & Administrators 
Dr. James E. Venable, Executive Director of Clinical Programs at Southern Col-

lege of Optometry, was named chair-elect of the Clinic Directors/Administrators 
SIG, which will meet in Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 30–Oct. 2, 2010. The UAB School 
of Optometry is the host institution, and program co-chairs are Dr. Joseph Fleming and 
Mr. Richard Stroud. For additional information, contact Dr. Les Caplan at lcacc@
comcast.net. 

Clinical Optometric Methods & Procedures Instructors
The Clinical Optometric Methods & Procedures SIG will hold its first meeting on 

Nov. 16, 2010, in San Francisco during the annual meeting of the American Academy 
of Optometry. The group will discuss integrating new technology into the proce-
dures laboratories. Dr. Mark Rosenfield (SUNY College of Optometry) will chair 
the meeting. For additional information regarding the SIG, contact Dr. Rosenfield at  
mrosenfield@sunyopt.edu.

Externship Directors
The Externship Directors will meet on Sept. 30, 2010, in Birmingham, Ala. The 

meeting will be co-chaired by Drs. Martina Fredericks (Pacific University College 
of Optometry) and Greg Nixon (The Ohio State University College of Optometry). 
The meeting will be held in conjunction with and just prior to the Clinic Directors/
Administrators Workshop. For additional information, contact Dr. Les Caplan at 
lcacc@comcast.net. 

Low Vision Educators
The Low Vision Educators SIG will meet July 15-17, 2010, at the Indiana University 

School of Optometry in Bloomington. Dr. Richard Jamara (New England College of 
Optometry) will chair the meeting. The group plans to look at steps to explore teaching 
strategies to meet specific competency objectives, which include the following:

1. In addition to performing a standard case history, be able to ask basic questions 
about symptoms, functional difficulties and rehabilitation goals to anticipate the 
level of care that patients with visual impairment may require.

2. Be able to perform visual acuity testing at distance and near on patients with visual 
impairment using appropriate charts with proper documentation (e.g., working dis-
tance, eccentric viewing, illumination).

3. Be able to detect scotomas of the central visual field, understand their impact on 
visual acuity and visual function, and educate patients about their implications for 
activities of daily living.

For additional information regarding the SIG, contact Dr. Jamara at jamarar@neco.
edu.

Ophthalmic Optics Educators
The Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG will meet on July 22-24, 2010, in St. Peters-

burg, Fla. Ms. Michele Self (University of Alabama) will chair the meeting. For addi-
tional information regarding the SIG, contact LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org.

(SIG News cont’d on page 3) (General News cont’d on page 3)

General News
Optometry: A Career for 
The Decade

In his article “13 Careers for the Next 
Decade” (Kiplinger, January 2010), con-
tributing columnist Marty Nemko lists 
professions that, in his opinion, promise 
income growth, work-life balance and so-
cial impact. Given the current economic, 
political and social climate, Nemko used 
the following criteria to select his baker’s 
dozen:

• Likelihood of sustaining at least a 
middle-class income (based on likely 
job growth, income potential and what 
Nemko calls “being under the radar” 
when it comes to competition for jobs)

• Socially redeeming
• Quality of life
• Status

Listed among the likes of genetic coun-
selor, higher-education administrator and 
corporate executive specializing in glob-
al business development is optometrist. 
Nemko writes: “This career [optometrist] 
offers a high patient success rate, good in-
come, status and shorter-than-MD train-
ing.” He points readers to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics (click here) for some 
interesting data on the profession. You 
can access the Kiplinger article here.

Health Care Reform 
Bill Reinforces Value of 
MOC

According to the American Board of 
Optometry (ABO), the health care reform 
bill recently signed into law includes lan-
guage related to board certification and 
maintenance of certification (MOC) that 
will impact the profession.

The ABO reports that improvements to 
the Physician Quality Reporting Initiative 
allow for eligible professionals to receive 
additional incentive payments during 
the years 2011-2014 if they meet certain 
requirements. To qualify, professionals 
must satisfactorily submit data measures 
and have the data submitted through an 
MOC program that meets the criteria for 
a registry or an appropriate alternative 
manner. Eligible professionals must also 
participate in the MOC program for that 

http://www.opted.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3364
mailto:lcacc@comcast.net
mailto:lcacc@comcast.net
mailto:lcacc@comcast.net
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos073.htm#earnings
http://www.kiplinger.com/columns/onthejob/archive/13-careers-for-the-next-decade.html
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SIG News (Cont’d from page 2)

Practice Management Educators
The Practice Management Educators (PME) SIG met April 8-11, 2010, in Jackson-

ville, Fla. Dr. Sam Quintero (University of Houston) chaired the meeting. The group 
approved its 2010-2011 budget, which includes funds for purchasing textbooks and for 
developing a pocket coding guide for distribution to students. The group also agreed to 
designate a committee to explore the development of online practice management educa-
tion for externship students or recent graduates (first year post graduation). In addition, 
SIG members will review the practice management education curriculum model; they 
will coordinate with the Clinic Directors SIG on “Best Practices: Clinic Patient Reten-
tion”; and they will seek to develop strategies to integrate practice management class-
room education with clinical experiences, including optical dispensary experiences.

The PME SIG also has identified the following new projects:

• Identify practice management subject material taught in different courses via a survey
• Develop PowerPoint presentations for each chapter of the “Business Aspects of Op-

tometry, 3rd edition”
• Refine retrospective evaluation of “Integration of the Practice Management Class-

room Education with Clinic Dispensaries.”

PME SIG members expressed appreciation to Johnson & Johnson for support of the an-
nual meeting and to Transitions for supporting the Saturday and Sunday program. For ad-
ditional information regarding the PME SIG, contact Dr. Quintero at squintero@uh.edu.

November SIG Meeting
The following Special Interest Groups will meet in November during the American 

Academy of Optometry meeting in San Francisco. Unless otherwise noted, the point of 
contact for each SIG is LaShawn Sidbury, lsidbury@opted.org.

• Binocular Vision & Perception Educators (Don Lyon, IU, chair)
• Clinical Optometric Methods & Procedures (Mark Rosenfield, SUNY)
• Continuing Education Directors (Jennifer Ebert, UH, chair)
• Development Directors* (Gayle Glanville, OSU, chair
• Ethics Educators (John Classé, UAB, chair)
• International Optometric Educators (Yi Pang, ICO)
• Optometric Informatics (Charles Haine, WUCO, and James Kundart, PUCO, co-chairs)
• Residency Educators** (David Loshin, NSU, and Doug Hoffman, NECO, co-chairs)
• Vision Science Librarians (Donnajean Matthews, SCCO, chair)

*Point of contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org
**Point of contact: Paige Pence, ppence@opted.org

ASCO Annual Meeting – Looking Forward
Annually, ASCO conducts a series of meetings and events in conjunction with the 

annual meeting of the American Optometric Association. This year, the annual meet-
ings/events will take place June 14-16 in Orlando, Fla. The Student Affairs Officers 
and Committee Meetings will be held in Atlanta, Ga. Unless otherwise noted, the 

point of contact for each event is LaShawn Sidbury, lsidbury@opted.org.
MONDAY, JUNE 14 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16

Chief Academic Officers
7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Annual Meeting
7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Annual Leadership Luncheon
12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org
Student Affairs Officers
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Contact: Paige Pence, ppence@opted.org

TUESDAY, JUNE 15

Executive Committee
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m
Annual Meeting
1:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Student Affairs Committee
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Contact: Paige Pence, ppence@opted.org

FRIDAY, JUNE 18

Corporate Contributors Advisory Board Breakfast
8:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org

year and successfully complete a qualified 
MOC practice assessment.

“The ABO is encouraged by the recog-
nition of the importance of the ‘formal-
ized, secure examination’ in the MOC 
process,” said David A. Heath, OD, EdM, 
ABO treasurer and president of the State 
University of New York College of Op-
tometry. “This is very timely as the ABO is 
poised to make our decision on our partner 
for developing our examination. The ABO 
will also develop Performance in Practice 
Modules that meet the practice assessment 
criteria of the bill.”

The ABO plans to have applications 
for board certification available online 
by April 30, 2010. Once initial qualifying 
requirements have been met, an optom-
etrist will be considered an active candi-
date for board certification. During the 
phase-in period that ends Dec. 31, 2012, 
optometrists have additional opportunities 
for postgraduate requirements, including 
credit for experience in clinical practice.

General News
(Cont’d from page 2)

mailto:squintero@uh.edu
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:carmstrong@opted.org
mailto:ppence@opted.org
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:carmstrong@opted.org
mailto:ppence@opted.org
mailto:ppence@opted.org
mailto:carmstrong@opted.org
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
Dr. Fisch Named Academic Dean at 
NECO

Barry Fisch, OD, was named 
Vice President and Dean of Aca-
demic Affairs of the New England 
College of Optometry (NECO). Dr. 
Fisch is the former Associate Dean 
of Academic Affairs.

For 36 years, Dr. Fisch has 
served NECO in a variety of ca-
pacities, including Chief of the 
Glaucoma Service, Chief of the 
Ocular Disease Service, Supervi-
sor of the Specialty Contact Lens 
Clinic and Chairman of the Faculty 

Development Program. In 2008, he became a full-time faculty 
member, assuming responsibility for upgrading the second-year 
optometry courses. He was appointed Associate Dean of Aca-
demic Affairs in 2009.

Dr. Fisch has written and contributed to numerous professional 
articles and is the author of a textbook on gonioscopy and glau-
coma management. He has presented more than 300 lectures, pa-
pers and posters and currently serves as a council member on the 
National Board of Optometry. Dr. Fisch received VA Boston’s 
Clinical Care Award, the NECO Distinguished Alumnus Award 
and the 2004 NECO Teacher of the Year recognition. 

Dr. Wyatt Named Assistant Dean for 
Academic Affairs at NSU Oklahoma 
College of Optometry

Prof. Kippi Wyatt, OD, was 
named Assistant Dean for Academ-
ic Affairs at the Northeastern State 
University–Oklahoma College of 
Optometry (NSUOCO). A gradu-
ate of NSUOCO, Dr. Wyatt joined 
the faculty in 1994. She received 
the 2006 DaVinci Fellows Award 
and was selected for the 2004-2005 
Faculty Circle of Excellence Award 
for Teaching.

Dr. McMahon Named Professor 
And Associate Director for Clinical 
Affairs at UW School of Optometry

Timothy T. McMahon, OD, FAAO, was named to the newly 
created position of Associate Director for Clinical Affairs at 
the University of Waterloo (UW), School of Optometry. Dr. 
McMahon will also serve as Optometrist-in-Chief of the UW 
Optometry Clinic System.

Prior to coming to UW, Dr. McMahon served in the Depart-

ment of Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences of the University of Illi-
nois, College of Medicine, most re-
cently as tenured professor of oph-
thalmology. His principal research 
interest has been the pathobiology, 
genetics and clinical management 
of keratoconus. He has published 
more than 80 original research pa-
pers and 11 chapters and has served 
on the editorial boards of Cornea 
and Eye & Contact Lens.

Dr. McMahon is a Distinguished Clinical Fellow of the U.S. 
National Academies of Practice, a Fellow of the American Acad-
emy of Optometry and a Diplomate of the Cornea and Contact 
Lens Section of the Academy. Dr. McMahon has served on the 
Ophthalmic Devices Panel of the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and, in 2006, he was elected to the Board of Directors of 
the American Academy of Optometry.

IU Optometry’s Dr. Swanson 
receives NIH Grant for Glaucoma 
Research 

The National Institutes of Health has awarded Indiana Univer-
sity School of Optometry researcher William H. Swanson, PhD, 
a $2.35 million grant to study methods for screening and test-
ing for the presence, progression and pattern of damage of glau-
coma. Dr. Swanson will lead a research team that will conduct 
patient studies at clinics in Bloomington, Indianapolis and New 
York City; he will collaborate with researchers in London.

Dr. Swanson’s research has already led to reconsideration of 
the widely held view that peripheral vision defects do not occur 

Kippi Wyatt, OD

Timothy T. McMahon, 
OD, FAAO

IU School of Optometry Professor William Swanson, far right, 
has received $2.35 million from the National Institutes of Health 
to further his research on glaucoma testing and treatment. 
Joining Swanson as part of the IU Bloomington portion of the 
research team will be, from left, ophthalmic technician Michelle 
Cornett, clinical professor Victor Malinovsky and lab manager 
Roberta Dunderdale.

Barry Fisch, OD

(School News cont’d on page 5)
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
until after extensive loss of ganglion cells. Dr. Swanson found 
widespread misinterpretation in comparisons of glaucoma pa-
tient data based on “inappropriate statistical analyses” that did 
not account for differences in units of measurement, lack of 
an independent variable and differences in dynamic range. Dr. 
Swanson’s research path will now move toward optimizing and 
reducing variability in perimetry testing.

“This research will produce a deeper scientific understanding 
of perimetry and will lead to improved methods for using perim-
etry in clinical studies, treatment trials and care of individual pa-
tients,” Dr. Swanson said. “The potential public health benefit is 
substantial, given the large number of patients with glaucoma.”

Working with Dr. Swanson at Indiana University will be 
Victor E. Malinovsky, OD, Bradley M. Sutton, OD, and Julie 
K. Torbit, OD. 

PCO’s Eye Institute to Undergo $10 
Million Renovation

The Eye Institute (TEI) of the Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry at Salus University will undergo a major renova-
tion and expansion project, beginning with a groundbreaking 
ceremony on April 29.

“Educationally and technically, our staff and students main-
tained a high level of performance and expertise [since the In-
stitute opened in 1978], but so much is now dependent on tech-
nology that adapting TEI to support the latest technology was 
critical,” said Thomas L. Lewis, OD, PhD, President of Salus 
University. “As we moved forward with these plans we realized 
this was a great opportunity to enhance the patient experience 
and to improve the learning environment for our students.”

The renovation, which is expected to be completed by late 
spring 2011, will add 14,000 square feet to the existing facility, 
allowing all patient care services to occur on one level. The de-
sign incorporates three primary care suites, a pediatric suite and a 

specialty suite. An expanded eyewear center includes more than 
2,100 square feet of retail space.

“This renovation is all about convenience for patients and 
functionality for students and staff,” said Susan C. Oleszewski, 
OD, Vice-President for Patient Care Services. “For example, we 
will improve patient flow by creating one main entrance, central-
izing patient check-in near the entrance and locating an eyewear 
center next to that entrance.”

PCO Dean Linda Casser, OD, FAAO, commented, “TEI is 
proud to polish this jewel of Oak Lane. We are undertaking this 
$10 million project and we look forward to the positive impact 
it will have on the community, students, faculty and the future of 
eye care.”

Dr. Wormington Honored by  
PCO Class of 2012

The Class of 2012 at Pennsylvania College of Optometry 
held “Wormington Appreciation Day” to honor associate pro-
fessor Charles Wormington, PhD, OD. Dr. Wormington agreed 
to lend his image and the Wormington card, a diagnostic tool 
that he developed, to help students in their fundraising efforts.

A member of the class designed brightly colored T-shirts with 
“I’m a cardholder” and Dr. Wormington’s image printed on the 
front and a Wormington card on the back. T-shirt sales were so 
successful that a second release was required. Proceeds from 
the fundraiser will go toward the class gift to the university and 
the annual third-year send-off celebration.

New Advanced Studies Program at 
PCO

The Pennsylvania College of Optometry at Salus University 
now offers third-year students an advanced studies program, with 
a choice of concentrations in retina, clinical medicine, pediatrics 
and anterior segment. Program participants can participate in on-
campus and distance education courses involving their chosen 
area of study, and they can participate in one clinical externship 
devoted to their advanced studies program concentration. 

(School News cont’d on page 6)

(Cont’d from page 4)

Artist’s rendering of planned renovations to The Eye Institute of 
the Pennsylvania College of Optometry.

PCO Dean Linda Casser, OD, FAAO, (fourth from left, in 
orange T shirt) and Charles Wormington, OD, PhD, (dark vest) 
join students on Wormington Appreciation Day, which netted 
funds to benefit various class projects.
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UHCO Retains “Shoot Out” Trophy
University of Houston Col-

lege of Optometry (UHCO) 
fourth-year students Jennifer 
Deakins, Jessica Unruh and 
Zach Unruh teamed up to win 
the annual “Shoot Out at the 
HOYA Corral” competition 
at the Southwest Council of 
Optometry meeting in Dallas. 
The Shoot Out is a Jeopardy-
style quiz game for fourth-
year students from UHCO, 
Oklahoma College of Op-
tometry at Northeastern State 
University and Southern Col-
lege of Optometry. This was 
the second year in a row that 
UHCO won the competition 
and the third UHCO victory 

in the five years that the Shoot Out has taken place.

In other news at UHCO, the Texas Optometric Association 
named Marcus Piccolo, OD, Educator of the Year and also hon-
ored Dr. Piccolo with its Distinguished Service Award. This is 
the first time in the history of the TOA that one individual has 
received two major awards in a single year.

UHCO also announced that Donald A. Fox, PhD, Professor 
of Vision Sciences, Biology and Biochemistry, Pharmacy, was 
elected President of the International Neurotoxicology Asso-
ciation and Councilor for the Society of Toxicology.

SCO’s Dr. Steele Honored by 
Prevent Blindness Tennessee

Southern College of Optometry Profes-
sor Glen T. Steele, OD, was honored for 
lifetime achievement by Prevent Blind-
ness Tennessee. Dr. Steele, who is Chief of 
the Pediatric Service at The Eye Center at 
SCO, received the 20/20 Lifetime of Ser-
vice Award in “recognition of exemplary 
service in improving the quality and avail-
ability of eye care.”

SCO’s Dr. Taub to Chair 
Vision Quest

Marc Taub, OD, Assistant Professor at Southern College of 
Optometry, is Chair-Elect of Vision Quest, a Memphis-area, 
community-wide coalition of agencies, organizations and profes-
sionals serving the needs the blind or visually impaired. Dr. Taub 
was also named an at-large member for the Tennessee Chapter 
of the Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind 
and Visually Impaired and is SCO’s representative to the board 
of the Tennessee Disability Coalition.

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS (Cont’d from page 5)

OSU’s Dr. Hartwick Receives Funds 
for IOP Study

Andrew Hartwick, OD, an Assistant Professor at The Ohio 
State University College of Optometry, received an $80,000 
grant from the Ann Ellis Fund of The Columbus Foundation to 
study the circadian rhythm of intraocular pressure.

NSU College of Optometry Helps 
Kids in Crisis

The Nova Southeast-
ern University (NSU) 
College of Optometry is 
working collaboratively 
with Kids In Distress 
(KID), a local agency in 
Broward County, Fla., 
to provide eye care to 
children. KID provides 
a continuum of care, in-
cluding emergency shel-
ter and counseling, for 
abused, neglected and at-
risk children, as well as families in crisis. Their current services 
include crisis intervention, foster care and adoption, therapeutic 
preschool, complete behavioral health services, parent educa-
tion, domestic violence services, substance abuse treatment, kin-
ship support, supervised visitation, access to medical care and 
rehabilitative therapies.

As part of the KID expansion for access to health care, the 
College of Optometry will establish clinics on the KID campus. 
The KID Vision Care Center, one of five centers under the col-
lege’s The Eye Care Institute umbrella, will contain eight ex-
amination rooms, special testing rooms, an optical dispensary, an 
optical laboratory, student conference room and faculty offices. 
Approximately 175 third and fourth year optometry students and 
eight optometric residents will provide vision care to more than 
5,000 children annually. Optometric services will be provided 
five days a week, and emergency eye services will be available 
24/7.

SUNY College of Optometry 
Partners With State Optometric 
Association to Provide CE
Dr. Madonna Named Director of Continuing 
Education

The SUNY College of Optometry and the New York State 
Optometric Association signed a memorandum of understand-
ing to provide comprehensive continuing education programs to 
optometrists in New York State.

“This new and exciting professional-industry partnership 

HOYA Sales Manager of the Year 
Brent Foxworth (left) congratulates 
UHCO students Jessica Unruh, 
Zachary Unruh and Jennifer 
Deakins on winning the annual 
“Shoot Out” competition.

Glen T. Steele, OD

(School News cont’d on page 7)
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program will annually provide 
continuing education opportu-
nities in five regions of the state, 
including Manhattan, Long Is-
land, Hudson Valley Central and 
Western New York,” said SUNY 
Optometry President David 
A. Heath, OD, EdM. “We will 
also be piloting a Web-based, 
interactive instruction program 
between the college faculty and 
local societies.”

In related news, Richard Ma-
donna, OD, was named Director 
of Continuing Education at SUNY 

Optometry. “As the new Director, 
Dr. Madonna will begin oversee-
ing the restructuring of the office 
and, in collaboration with the New 
York State Optometric Associa-
tion, will expand our professional 
education role across the State,” 
said David Troilo, PhD, Vice Pres-
ident for Academic Affairs.

SUNY College of Optometry 
also reports Jeffrey L. Philpott, 
PhD, was appointed Vice President 
for Student Affairs.

SUNY Receives Largest Gift Since 
Founding

William C. Folsom Jr., OD, a trustee of SUNY College of 
Optometry’s foundation, the Optometric Center of New York, 
and a longtime supporter of the institution has made an irrevo-
cable pledge of his estate, currently valued at $2 million.

From his home on Cape Cod, Dr. Folsom said, “Over the past 
20 years, 33 third-year students have received scholarships from 
the Scott Tasker Folsom Scholarship Endowment. Each scholar-
ship presentation has been exhilarating for me, and I have great 
pride in helping these talented students as well as my profession. 
This year, in my 90th year, I felt the need to expand the schol-
arship endowment to provide additional awards. I hope others 
will take the initiative to join me in supporting this outstanding 
institution.”

A graduate of Columbia University, Dr. Folsom is a former As-
sociate Clinical Professor at SUNY Optometry. During his long 
and distinguished career in optometry, he served as a consultant 
to numerous corporations and organizations. He is a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Optometry and American Academy of 
Opticianry, a former Vice President of the New York State Opto-
metric Association, and a member of the American Optometric 
Association.

Richard Madonna, OD

Jeffrey L. Philpott, PhD

(Cont’d from page 6)

 “We are very appreciative to Dr. Folsom for his generosity 
and unwavering commitment to our students,” said SUNY Op-
tometry President David A. Heath, OD, EdM. “His pledge will 
provide critically needed scholarship support for our students in 
the future. With the cost of optometric education rising and the 
average student debt at graduation of nearly $120,000, his gen-
erosity will allow gifted graduates to pursue their professional 
aspirations more freely.”

NSU College of Optometry Is First 
of Five Schools to Receive Hoya 
Grants

Hoya Laboratories 
of America awarded a 
$10,000 unrestricted 
grant to Northeast-
ern State Univer-
sity (NSU) College 
of Optometry. The 
grant, which is the 
first of five grants to 
be awarded, is made 
possible through The 
Hoya Laboratories of 
America Grant Pro-
gram. “Hoya Labora-
tories recognizes that our schools are impacted by these challeng-
ing economic times,” said Barney Dougher, President of Hoya 
North America. “We appreciate NSU’s support of Hoya products 
and laboratories. This grant program enables Hoya Laboratories 
to give back and further our commitment to support the schools 
of optometry that are developing tomorrow’s independent eye 
care professionals.”

Other schools and colleges of optometry slated to receive 
grants include: The Ohio State University College of Optometry, 
Pacific University College of Optometry, University of Califor-
nia Berkeley School of Optometry and University of Missouri 
St. Louis College of Optometry.

Left to right: Iggy Fernandez and Mike Elton, 
Hoya, NSUCO Dean Douglas K. Penisten, 
OD, PhD, Doug Rodgers and Brent Foxworth, 
Hoya
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INDUSTRY NEWS
Vistakon and AOF 
Announce Award 
Recipients

Vistakon, Division of Johnson & Johnson 
Vision Care, Inc., and the American Opto-
metric Foundation, announced recipients 
of the Dr. Terrance Ingraham Pediatric 
Optometry Residency Awards, the Dr. 
George W. Mertz Contact Lens Residency 
Awards, and the Dr. Sheldon Wechsler 
Contact Lens Residency Awards.

The 2010 winners are as follows:

Dr. Terrance Ingraham Pediatric 
Optometry Residency Awards
• Erin C. Jenewein, OD, MS, NOVA 

Southeastern University College of 
Optometry

• Vivian M. W. Wong, OD, Southern 
California College of Optometry

Dr. George W. Mertz Contact Lens 
Residency Awards
• Sara N. Gaib, OD, University of Cali-

fornia, Berkeley, School of Optometry
• Shannon Zollinger, OD, The Ohio 

State University College of Optometry

Dr. Sheldon Wechsler Contact Lens 
Residency Awards
• Natalie Corey, OD, Indiana University 

at Bloomington, School of Optometry
• Anna M. Sleeper, OD, New England 

College of Optometry

Each recipient will receive $4,000 to-
ward his or her graduate education, in-
cluding a $750 travel fellowship to at-
tend the Annual Meeting of the American 
Academy of Optometry in San Francisco 
in November.

The Vistakon Residency Awards are in-
tended to promote postgraduate optometric 
clinical education by supporting residents 
who demonstrate talent and commitment 
in the fields of children’s vision and con-
tact lenses. These are highly competitive 
fellowships with the recipients selected 
by the American Optometric Foundation 
from more than 30 applicants.

Dr. Barr Named OD of 
The Year by Heart of 
America

Joseph T. 
Barr, OD, MS, 
FAAO, vice 
president, Glob-
al Clinical & 
Medical Affairs 
and Profes-
sional Services, 
Vision Care, at 
Bausch + Lomb 
and a graduate 
of and former 
faculty mem-
ber at The Ohio 
State University College of Optometry, 
received the distinguished 2010 Heart 
of America Contact Lens Society OD of 
the Year award. This award is presented 
to leaders in the profession for their nu-
merous accomplishments, particularly in 
research and clinical studies. Dr. Barr was 
honored for his years of valuable research 
and service to the industry.

“The optometry community has greatly 
benefited from Dr. Barr’s numerous con-
tributions, and we remain grateful for his 
ongoing commitment to research in the 
field of contact lenses,” said Larry Davis, 
OD, Director of Education and President-
elect of Heart of America Contact Lens 
Society.

In other B+L news, Robert Steffen, OD, 
MS, was appointed Director, Clinical 
Affairs, Vision Care. In his new role, Dr. 
Steffen will provide clinical support for 
new product development. A graduate 
of The Ohio State University College of 
Optometry, where he also completed a 
master’s degree in Physiological Optics, 
Dr. Steffen holds several patents relating 
to silicone hydrogel contact lenses.

(Industry News cont’d on page 9)

Joseph T. Barr, OD, 
MS, FAAO

ASCO Corporate Contributors*
ASCO appreciates the continued support it received from the following  

companies for its national programs and activities that benefit all the  
schools and colleges of optometry:

 Abbott Medical Optics Alcon
 Allergan Bausch + Lomb
 Carl Zeiss Vision CIBA Vision 
 Compulink Business Systems CooperVision
 Essilor of America Genzyme   
 Haag-Streit HEINE 
 HOYA Vision Care, North America Keeler Instruments 
 Luxottica / EyeMed Vision Care Marco 
 Marchon M&S Technologies 
 Ophthonix, Inc. Optos North America
 Safilo Group TLC Vision   
 Transitions Optical, Inc. Vision Service Plan
 Vision Source! Vistakon, Division of Johnson  
  & Johnson Vision Care, Inc.
 Volk Optical, Inc.  Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

*As of April 1, 2010
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INDUSTRY NEWS
B+L and AOF Announce 
Recipients of Ezell 
Fellowships

The Ezell Fellowship Program, named 
after the founding president of the Ameri-
can Optometric Foundation, William C. 
Ezell, OD, was established to provide post-
graduate students with the opportunity to 
pursue careers in optometric research and 
education. Recipients are chosen based on 
excellence in scholarship, research and 
teaching. In addition to the fellowships, 
awarded at $8,000 for one year, each Ezell 
Fellow receives a $750 travel grant to at-
tend the annual meetings of the American 
Academy of Optometry and the Associa-
tion for Research in Vision and Ophthal-
mology. The recipients of the 2009-2010 
Bausch + Lomb Ezell Fellowships are:

• Johanna Tukler-Henriksson–University 
of Houston, College of Optometry

• Yiang (Kaccie) Li–University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley

“With Bausch + Lomb’s leadership and 
support, we are shaping the future of op-
tometric research, education and clini-
cal care,” said AOF development director 
Mark Bullimore. Since 1998, B+L has 
provided more than $100,000 in support 
to Ezell Fellows pursuing studies in physi-
ological optics, vision science and related 
fields.

VISION USA Receives 
Funding From The 
Alcon Foundation

VISION USA, a program of Optom-
etry’s Charity–The AOA Foundation, has 
received a $100,000 grant from The Al-
con Foundation. This funding will help 
VISION USA continue to meet the needs 
of a growing number of people who need 
vision care but are unable to afford it, ac-
cording to an AOA announcement.

VISION USA provides basic eye health 
and vision care services free of charge for 
many uninsured low-income individu-
als and their families who have no other 
means of obtaining care. According to 
program statistics, more than 80% of pa-
tients require corrective lenses.

“The Alcon Foundation’s generous 
grant will help us concentrate recruitment 
efforts in areas that are in particular need 
of more providers, thus allowing the pro-
gram to serve more individuals who are 
in desperate need of an eye exam,” said 
Martha Rosemore Greenberg, OD, presi-
dent of The AOA Foundation. “We are 
extremely grateful for The Alcon Founda-
tion’s continued support.”

 VISION USA was started nationwide 
in 1991. It currently operates in 39 states. 
All VISION USA exams are donated by 
participating AOA member optometrists.

Alcon Introduces 
eyeVIP for Patient 
Education and 
Retention

Alcon’s new Web-based eyeVIP pro-
gram provides eye care professionals with 
a simple and efficient communication tool 
to stay in touch with patients while edu-
cating them about vision and eye health. 
The eyeVIP program reminds patients to 
care for their contact lenses and eyeglass-
es properly, notifies them of practice pro-
motions, reminds them about scheduled 
appointments, and prompts them when 
annual visits are due.

The eyeVIP program, which is HIPAA-
compliant, is free and available to all eye 
care professionals, including those work-
ing in clinics at the schools and colleges 
of optometry. For additional information 
and to enroll in the program, contact your 
Alcon sales representative or call (800) 
541-3937.

(Cont’d from page 8)

Transitions Introduces 
Web Portal for Eye 
Care Professionals

Transitions Optical has launched a new 
Web portal (click here) as a central re-
source for industry professionals seeking 
product information, business resources, 
education tools, scholarships and the latest 
Transitions news. The site provides details 
on the full family of Transitions lens prod-
ucts and programs, as well as exclusive 
access to education and marketing tools. 
The portal is designed for anyone with a 
professional interest in vision care and 
eyewear, including eyecare professionals, 
students and lab professionals, as well as 
managed vision care brokers.

A “Programs” section gives details 
about all of Transitions Optical’s initia-
tives to support the industry, and how op-
tical professionals can leverage consumer 
programs to reach patients. Optical indus-
try professionals can order point-of-sale 
and outreach tools through the “Market-
ing” section of the site to help them in-
crease patient satisfaction and promote 
their businesses. Scholarship information, 
free clinical papers and continuing educa-
tion are available in the “Education” sec-
tion, and professionals can stay up-to-date 
on the latest products and industry events 
through the “News and Events” section.

Click here to register for access to the 
Web portal. Transitions Optical’s product 

(Industry News cont’d on page 10)

http://www.transitions.com/pro

http://www.transitions.com/pro
http://www.Transitions.com/Pro
http://www.transitions.com/pro
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and program information for consum-
ers can still be found at the recently re-
launched Transitions Web site.

Volk Offers Options for 
3-Mirror Gonio Lens

When considering a Volk 3-mirror lens, 
keep in mind several options are available:

1) Material
• Traditional glass for the best image 

Dedicated to Serving  
The Medical Professional
HEINE’s goal remains to produce the highest  
quality diagnostic instruments possible.

In 1946, Helmut A. Heine, an optical physicist and passionate 
scientist, founded HEINE Optotechnik. His goal was simple: To 

develop and build the best quality diagnostic instruments possible for the medical profession.
Dr. Heine was convinced that the key to reaching his goal would be to remain as independent a company 

as possible. Today, HEINE is still an independent, family-owned company that makes decisions based 
on long-term benefits for our products, customers, patients and our company.

From the beginning, we have continually invested in our manufacturing capabilities to attain a high level 
of vertical integration. This approach allows us to control the manufacturing process at virtually every 
step, from the first idea to your finished instrument. Every core production step during the manufacture 
of a HEINE product takes place in-house. This degree of vertical integration provides us with a high 
level of control over our processes and, therefore, our product quality.

Now, under the guidance of the third generation of Heine family management, the HEINE philosophy 
continues to grow.

Founded in 1991, HEINE USA is here to ensure you are well supported. Operating in a new 
environmentally friendly facility in Dover, N.H., HEINE USA is home to an expert team of support 
personnel. Complete product repair and service capabilities, new and more efficient logistical systems, 
and live customer support ensure the HEINE philosophy of providing only the best quality in products 
and service is carried through to our most important partner, the medical professional who relies on the 
performance of our instruments every day.

INDUSTRY SPOTLIGHT

INDUSTRY NEWS (Cont’d from page 9)

quality
• Acrylic for a lighter, easier-to-hold 

lens

2) Contact
• The flanged version requires a cou-

pling fluid and provides superior 
stability

• The no-flange version does not re-
quire the fluid and reduces time to 
apply the lens and examine

• The patented Advanced No Fluid 
(ANF+) version is exclusive to the 
acrylic lens. This flanged design 
offers the best of both worlds: op-
timal stability and no viscous cou-
pling fluid required.

The 3 mirrors view 3 different ocular 
regions:

• Anterior segment
• Midperipheral retina
• Far peripheral retina

As each mirror enables viewing of one 
quadrant of its region, the lens is turned 
to gain a full 360° view. The central por-
tion of the lens provides a view of the op-
tic disc. For further information, contact 
Volk at (440) 942 6161, or via e-mail at  
volk@volk.com.

(Industry News cont’d on page 11)

http://www.Transitions.com
mailto:volk@volk.com
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Keeler Introduces New 
Handheld Slit Lamp

Keeler’s new PSL Classic Portable Slit 
Lamp is designed to deliver an eye ex-
amination anywhere on anyone, includ-
ing non-ambulatory patient visits, off-site 
clinics and examining young children and 
patients who don’t fit into the traditional 
examination lane. According to the com-
pany, the handheld PSL is lightweight yet 

(Cont’d from page 10)

strong enough to withstand daily trauma. 
Its advanced optics offer x10 and x16 
flip-lever magnification with illumination 
control down to zero. Its back-up facility 
ensures power 100% of the time. The PSL 
slit and wheels include slits from 0.15 mm 
to 1.6 mm wide, a 12 mm circle, and a  
1 mm square to produce anterior flare, aid-
ing in the diagnosis of uveitis. Red-free, 
blue and neutral density filters are stan-
dard. For more information, click here, 
call (800) 523-5620 or contact your au-
thorized dealer.

www.opted.org
mailto:gpickles@opted.org
mailto:carmstrong@opted.org
http://www.Keelerusa.com

