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HOYA SUPPORTS EYE ON EDUCATION

Eye on Education is generously sponsored by HOYA Vision Care, North America. 
HOYA’s “Full Spectrum” laboratories focus on providing prescription lenses from all the 
leading lens manufacturers and lab services to optometrists.  

In addition to supporting ASCO’s newsletter, HOYA provided partial sponsorship of 
the 2009 Leadership Luncheon. Thank you, HOYA!
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Dr. Shipp 
Elected 
ASCO 
President

Melvin D. Shipp, 
OD, MPH, DrPH, 
dean and professor 
at The Ohio State 
University College 

of Optometry, was elected president of the 
Association of Schools and Colleges of 
Optometry at its Annual Meeting in Na-
tional Harbor, Md., in June.

During the meeting, Dr. Shipp presented 
his vision for his presidency, including the 
economic challenges facing ASCO and its 
member schools. He discussed planned 
activities, such as board member develop-
ment programs  and new dean/president  
development initiatives, and the need to 
embrace change through ASCO mission 
refinement and expansion, broadening 
participation and implementing strategic 
priorities.

ASCO NEWS
Officers for the new program year, 

which began July 1, include:

 Melvin D. Shipp, OD, MPH, DrPH, 
President

 Earl L. Smith, III, OD, PhD, Presi-
dent-Elect

 Larry J. Davis, OD, At-Large Member

 Kevin L. Alexander, OD, PhD, Secre-
tary-Treasurer

 John F. Amos, OD, Immediate Past 
President

ASCO Launches One-
Stop Centralized 
Application Process

A new centralized service, OptomCAS, 
launched by ASCO on July 15, allows 
optometry school applicants to apply to 
multiple schools and colleges through 
a single Web-based tool. All 20 schools 
and colleges are participating in the pro-
gram, whereby applicants can go directly 
to http://www.optomcas.org to submit 
their biographical information, academic 
course history, letters of recommendation, 

work experience, extracurricular activi-
ties, honors, awards and a personal essay.

To obtain more information about  
OptomCAS, contact Paige Pence, Direc-
tor of Student and Professional Affairs, at 
ppence@opted.org.

Dr. Lewis Honored for 
Lifetime Achievement

ASCO presented its first Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Thomas L. Lewis, 
OD, PhD, president of Salus University, at 
the ASCO Annual Leadership Luncheon 
in National Harbor, Md., in June. Dr. 
Lewis retired from the ASCO Board of 
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Directors after serving for more than two 
decades. He continues at Salus as its first 
president.

Noting Dr. Lewis’s more than 30 years 
as an educator dedicated to advancing 
optometry’s role in eye and vision care, 
John F. Amos, OD, ASCO’s immediate 
past president, acknowledged Dr. Lew-
is’s support and leadership in facilitating 
the development and expansion of the 
profession of optometry at the state, na-
tional and international levels. Dr. Lewis 
was lauded for his exemplary vision and 
leadership in transforming the Pennsyl-
vania College of Optometry into Salus 
University, the first optometry-founded 
health professions university in the Unit-
ed States. He was also recognized for 
his outstanding contributions to ASCO 
by the Board of Directors at its Annual 
Meeting.

Dr. Amos 
Honored 
at Annual 
Meeting

John F. Amos, OD, 
was honored by the 
ASCO Board of Direc-
tors for his accomplish-

ments during his two-year presidency at 
the Annual Meeting in National Harbor, 
Md., in June. Dr. Amos is only the second 
president in 18 years who served two con-
secutive one-year terms as president.

During his tenure as president, Dr. Amos 
established OptomCAS, a new central-
ized application service; provided tireless 
leadership in advancing clinical education 
funding for optometric education; and de-
veloped close alliances with the leadership 
of the American Optometric Association, 
other national optometric organizations 
and the ophthalmic industry.

In addition, he diligently promoted 
graduate education in the schools and col-
leges of optometry and took significant 
steps to revitalize the growth of residency 
education and increase the residency ap-
plicant pool.

Health Care Reform 
Prospects Addressed 
at Annual Leadership 
Luncheon

The state of the current health care sys-
tem and the critical need to implement 
change was the focus of Dr. Georges 
Benjamin’s keynote address at ASCO’s 
Annual Leadership Luncheon in National 
Harbor, Md., in June. Dr. Benjamin is the 
Executive Director of the American Pub-
lic Health Association. More than 120 
representatives and leaders in the opto-
metric community attended the Annual 
Leadership Luncheon. HOYA generously 
provided funding for ASCO’s annual flag-
ship event.

Danielson Recognized 
For Contributions to 
Optometric Education

The American Optometric Association’s 
Deputy Director, Government Relations, 
David Danielson was recognized by the 
ASCO Board of Directors at its Annual 
Meeting in June for more than three de-
cades of diligently and effectively pursu-
ing federal legislation, appropriations and 
regulatory matters on behalf of optometry 
and optometric education. The ASCO 
Board of Directors further recognized Mr. 
Danielson for his work positioning optom-
etry and optometric education as valued 
and essential components of the federal 
health care system.

Competencies in Low 
Vision Rehabilitation 
Adopted

The ASCO Board of Directors adopted 
entry-level competencies in visual im-
pairment and low vision rehabilitation at 
its Annual Meeting in National Harbor, 
Md., in June. Drafted and proposed by 
the ASCO Low Vision Educators Special 
Interest Group and recommended by the 
ASCO Academic Affairs Committee, the 
list of 20 competencies can be accessed 
and downloaded at: http://www.opted.org/
files/public/AAC_LowVisionCompeten-
ciesFinalMay09WebsiteVersion.pdf.

Revised Functional 
Guidelines for 
Optometric Education 
Approved

The ASCO Board of Directors adopted 
revised functional guidelines for didactic 
and clinical optometric education at its 
Annual Meeting in National Harbor, Md., 
in June. The guidelines, which were first 
adopted in 1998, require that candidates 
and students possess appropriate abilities 
in the following areas: 1) observation; 2) 
communication; 3) sensory and motor co-
ordination; 4) intellectual – conceptual, 
integrative and quantitative abilities; and 
5) behavioral and social attributes.

The ability to meet these guidelines, 
along with other criteria established by 
individual optometric institutions, is nec-
essary for graduation from an optometric 
professional degree program.

Schools Take 
Advantage of Cultural 
Competence Workshop

More than 30 representatives from the 
schools and colleges of optometry took 
advantage of the opportunity to learn how 
to best integrate cultural competence con-
tent into their curricula at an ASCO-hosted 
workshop held in Fort Lauderdale in May. 
The two-year curriculum development 
project and workshop were generously 
sponsored through a grant from Walmart. 

Sunita Mutha, MD, associate profes-
sor in the Department of Medicine and 
program director at the Center for the 
Health Professions at UC-San Francisco, 
facilitated the workshop. Dr. Mutha is best 
known for her work on educational and 
organizational approaches to improving 
the quality of care for diverse populations. 
She has developed curricula and written 
and taught extensively on the topics of 
health disparities, cross-cultural care and 
cross-cultural communication. 

The ASCO Cultural Competency Cur-
riculum Guidelines Task Force and the 
Diversity Task Force have merged to cre-
ate the Optometry Diversity and Cultural 
Competency Committee, which will con-
tinue to focus on implementing cultural 
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competence at the schools and colleges of 
optometry.

Student Affairs Officers 
Discuss Hot Topics

Career marketing, student background 
checks, universal prerequisites and prepa-
ration for the NBEO examination topped 
the agenda at the meeting of the ASCO 
Student Affairs Officers held in National 
Harbor, Md., in June.

The morning session focused on ASCO 
activities, such as “Each One Reach One” 
and the OAT. Roundtable discussions 
covered admissions and student affairs 
topics. The afternoon session focused on 
OptomCAS, which included a presenta-
tion by the OptomCAS vendor Liaison, in 
addition to a lengthy question and answer 
session.

New Associate Editor 
And Managing Editor 
Named for Optometric 
Education

Aurora Denial, OD, 
an associate professor 
at the New England 
College of Optometry, 
was appointed associ-
ate editor of Optometric 
Education, the Journal 
of the Association of 
Schools and Colleges 

of Optometry, by the ASCO Executive 
Committee.

In this newly created position, Dr. De-
nial will collaborate with Editor Elizabeth 
Hoppe, OD, MPH, DrPH, and Managing 
Editor Ginny Pickles on the editorial con-
tent of the journal for one year, at which 
time, upon Dr. Hoppe’s recommendation, 
she will assume the position of editor for 
a three-year term.

Also, this spring, Ginny Pickles joined 
ASCO as managing editor of Optometric 
Education and Eye on Education. You can 
reach her at gpickles@opted.org.

AOCLE Honors ASCO’s 
Dr. Caplan

ASCO Senior Consultant and Profes-
sor Emeritus, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Lester Caplan, OD, FAAO, 
was awarded the Association of Optom-
etric Contact Lens Educators (AOCLE)  
first Lifetime Achievement Award. This 
award is presented to an optometric edu-
cator who has demonstrated exemplary 
commitment and dedication to the organi-
zation and to contact lens education over 
numerous years.

Dr. Caplan served the AOCLE as Sec-
retary/Treasurer, Treasurer and Consul-
tant. According to the AOCLE, Dr. Ca-
plan, “played an integral role in building 
relationships between the educators and 
industry, fostering exchange of ideas 
across optometry schools, and epitomiz-
ing collegiality by befriending all educa-
tors he met. He was also instrumental as a 
liaison with industry to help obtain grants 
that allowed the group to fund its annual 
workshop programs.” Dr. Caplan has been 
ASCO Senior Consultant to the Clinic Di-
rectors/Administrators SIG for more than 
a decade.

National Optometry 
Hall of Fame Inducts 
Two

The National Optometry Hall of Fame 
(NOHF) recognizes distinguished men 
and women who have made exceptional 
and enduring lifetime contributions to the 
profession of optometry. During the 2009 
Optometry’s Meeting in National Harbor, 
Md., the NOHF honored Edwin C. Mar-
shall, OD, and Charles Mullen, OD.

Dr. Marshall is Vice President for Di-
versity, Equity and Multicultural Affairs 
and Professor of Optometry at the Indi-
ana University College of Optometry. He 
serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Bloomington Hospital and Prevent Blind-
ness Indiana, and he is a member of the 
National Eye Health Education Program 
Planning Committee of the National Eye 
Institute and co-chair of the Indiana Inter-
agency State Council on Black and Mi-
nority Health. In his more than 35 years 
of service to optometry, Dr. Marshall has 
worked to align with its mission to protect 
and advance the health of the public, ac-
cording to the NOHF.

A former president of the Illinois Col-
lege of Optometry, Dr. Mullen is credited 
with planning and redesigning optometry 
during his 33-year career. According to 
the NOHF, he was instrumental in moving 
optometry to the forefront of primary eye 
care. Since his retirement, Dr. Mullen has 
served on the Board of Trustees of Salus 
University, as Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the New England Eye Insti-
tute and on the Board of Trustees of the 
New England College of Optometry.

Women Enrollment 
In OD Programs 
Continues to Increase

The percentage of full-time women stu-
dents in professional OD programs con-
tinues to increase, rising from 60.4% in 
2003-2004 to 64.7%, according to ASCO’s 
2008-2009 Annual Student Data report. 
The survey also shows the total number of 
full-time students enrolled in the profes-
sional OD programs during academic year 
2008-2009 was 5,595, an increase of 0.7% 
over the previous year, and an increase 
of 4.5% since 2003-2004. The number of 
full-time first-year students increased by 
3% over last year and by 4.9% over the 
past five years.

The percentage of black or African-
American full-time students remains con-
stant from a year ago, up slightly from 
3.1% to 3.0%. The percentage of full-time 
Hispanic or Latino students changed from 
4.6% to 4.5%. The percentage of full-time 
Asian students increased from 24.8% to 

From left to right: Ron Watanabe, OD, Vinita 
Henry, OD, Les Caplan, OD, Etty Bitton, OD, 
MSc, Arlene Caplan, John Corzine, OD, John 
Mark Jackson, OD, Bruce Morgan, OD, Andrea 
Janoff, OD, Susan Kovacich, OD.

Dr. Aurora Denial

(ASCO News cont’d on page 4)
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26.2%. The percentage of white students 
decreased from 60.3% to 59.2%.

The number of graduates receiving OD 
degrees through the regular OD program 
at the schools and colleges of optometry 
increased 2.0% from 2007 to 2008, to 
1,317. This brings the number of regular 
graduates back to the 1999 level, when 
there were 1,316 regular graduates.

In 2008, 64.9% of graduates of the pro-
fessional OD programs were women, up 
from 62.8% in 2007. In 2008, there were 
more women graduates than men gradu-
ates at all but two schools of optometry.

Blacks or African-Americans made up 
3.4% of graduates of regular and special 
programs in 2008, up from 3.3% in 2007. 
The percentage of Hispanic graduates 
decreased from 5.5% in 2007 to 4.8% in 
2008, while the percentage of Asian grad-
uates decreased from 24.8% to 22.7%. 
White graduates increased from 60.7% in 
2007 to 62.4% in 2008. 

To access the full Annual Student Data 
Report, go to: http://www.opted.org/i4a/
pages/index.cfm?pageid=3396.

Optometric Education 
Diversity Grants 
Awarded

Eight schools and colleges of optom-
etry received grants through ASCO’s 
2009 Optometric Education Diversity 
Mini-Grant Program, which is supported 
by The Vision Care Institute, LLC, and 
Luxottica Retail.

The diversity mini-grants are designed 
to provide seed money for a specific pro-
gram or project to assist schools and col-
leges of optometry with their long-term 
diversity/multicultural efforts. Programs 
may include: summer bridge programs for 
undergraduate students; mentoring and 
guidance programs for first-year optome-
try students; and partnerships with organi-
zations, high schools, community colleges 
and undergraduate programs to promote 
optometry as a career among under-repre-
sented groups.

The following institutions received grants:

• Illinois College of Optometry: Fo-
cus on Your Future Summer Program

• Indiana University School of Op-
tometry: Eye Do! Making a Commit-
ment to Optometry”

• The Ohio State University College 
of Optometry: Improving Diversity 
of Optometric Careers (I-DOC) Pro-
gram

• Pacific University College of Op-
tometry: InSight 2010

• University of Alabama at Birming-
ham School of Optometry: Provid-
ing Diversity in Optometric Educa-
tion Through Continual Enhancement 
of Current Programs that Promote Di-
versity in Optometry

• University of California-Berkeley 
School of Optometry: Berkeley Op-
tometry Opto-Camp

• University of Houston College of 
Optometry: Optometry Career Op-
portunities Program (TEXOCOP).

• Western University of Health Sci-
ences College of Optometry: Reach-
ing Out to Families and Communities 
– Opening Eyes to Optometry

The call for proposals for next year’s di-
versity grants will be announced in early 
2010. For more information about this 
program, contact Paige Pence, ASCO Di-
rector of Student and Professional Affairs, 
at ppence@opted.org.

International Honor 
Society Awards 
Research Grants

During its 2009 annual membership 
meeting in National Harbor, Md., in June, 
the Beta Sigma Kappa International Honor 
Society announced funding for 10 student 
research grants as follows:

• Illinois College of Optometry: Fred-
erick Collison and My Nga Huynh, 
“The Effect of Pupil Size on Perceived 
Brightness with Yellow Tinted Lenses”

• New England College of Optom-
etry: Lee Michael Johnson, “Retinal 
Contour Measured from Peripheral 
Refraction: Effects on Pupil Size and 
Accommodation” 

• Nova Southeastern University Col-
lege of Optometry: Jenalyn Jotie, 
“Objective Evaluation of Visual Per-
formance of Various Contact Lenses”

• The Ohio State University College 
of Optometry: Joseph Conrad, “Vi-
sion Therapy for Traumatic Brain 
Injury”; Laura Ashley Lossing, “The 
Accommodative Response”; Andrew 
Pucker, “Omega-3 Fatty Acid Regu-
lation of Inflammatory Molecules 
Induced by Hyperosmolar Stress in 
Corneal Epithelial Cells”

• Southern California College of 
Optometry: Sandra Marin and Mai 
Nguyen, “Ocular Residence Time 
Versus the Retention Effect of Blink 
Tears Lubricating Eye Drops in Dry 
Eye Subjects”; Tara Vacharkulksem-
suk and Umari Duffus, “A Compari-
son of Manual Drying vs. Air-Drying 
Contact Lens Cases”; Thu Trang 
Nguyen and Cynthia N. Truong, “Ef-
fectiveness of Saline Versus Multi-
Purpose Solution Against Common 
Bacteria in Soft Contact Lens Wear”

• University of Waterloo School of 
Optometry: Violet Zawada, “Smok-
ing Cessation Referrals and Optom-
etrists – Assessing Practices and Op-
portunities in Canada.”

Congress Designates 
2011-2020 “Decade  
of Vision”

On July 7, the U.S. Senate passed S. 
Res. 209, recognizing the 40th anniver-
sary of the National Eye Institute (NEI) 
within the National Institutes of Health 
and supporting designation of 2011-2020 
as the Decade of Vision. The Senate’s ac-
tion followed the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives’ unanimous passage on June 16 of 
H. Res. 366, which also acknowledged the 
NEI’s 40th anniversary and supported the 
Decade of Vision designation.

ASCO News (cont’d from page 3)
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ASCO Special Interest Group (SIG) News

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) were created within ASCO as a primary means of implementing the ASCO mission of “fulfill-
ing the leadership role in the optometric education enterprise.” The purpose of SIGs is to provide forums for professional staff, 
administrators and faculty with common responsibilities to communicate directly with each other and to provide advice and 
counsel to the ASCO Board of Directors on issues related to their areas of interest. Participation is open to individuals desig-
nated by the deans and presidents of an active ASCO member institution.

Clinic Directors/Administrators
The Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG Workshop will be held October 9-11, 2009, in Chicago. The Illinois College of 

Optometry will host the workshop, with Drs. Leonard Messner and Michael Chaglasian as program co-chairs. Portions of this 
meeting will be held in conjunction with the Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG. For additional information, contact Les Caplan 
at lcacc@comcast.net. 

Externship Directors 
The Externship Directors SIG Workshop will be held October 8, 2009, in Chicago. The workshop will be co-chaired by Drs. 

Martina Fredricks (Pacific University College of Optometry) and Greg Nixon (The Ohio State University College of Optom-
etry). The workshop will be held in conjunction with the Clinic Directors/Administrators Workshop. For additional informa-
tion, contact Les Caplan at lcacc@comcast.net. 

Ophthalmic Optics Educators
Every year beginning in 2005, the Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG selects a person who has made a significant contribution 

to the field of ophthalmic optics to give a lecture in the name of Joe Bruneni at the annual SIG meeting. This year’s recipient of 
the Joe Bruneni Lecture and Award is Jocelyn Faubert from the Université de Montréal. Dr. Faubert is professor at the School 
of Optometry and a member of the Biomedical Engineering Institute and the Institute for Neurosciences Research. He has pub-
lished more than 120 peer-reviewed scientific articles and more than 200 conference proceedings/abstracts on a wide range of 
topics. The OOE SIG will present the award to Dr. Faubert at its annual meeting in Chicago on October 9.

On October 10, the OOE SIG will join the Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG, which is also meeting in Chicago. Joint 
activities will include a discussion of the “Role of the Optical Dispensary in Clinical Education” and a tour of the Illinois Eye 
Institute, the flagship clinical facility of the Illinois College of Optometry.

For additional information regarding the OOE SIG, contact LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org.

November SIG Meetings
Eight of ASCO’s 12 SIGs will meet in November in conjunction with the annual meeting of the American Academy of Optom-

etry in Orlando, Fla. Unless otherwise noted, the point of contact for each SIG is LaShawn Sidbury, lsidbury@opted.org:
• Binocular Vision & Perception Educators (Don Lyon, ICO, chair)
• Continuing Education Directors (Jennifer Ebert, UH, chair)
• Development Directors* (Lynne Corboy, PCO, chair; *point of contact: Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org)
• Ethics Educators (John Classé, UAB, chair)
• Low Vision Educators (Pamela Oliver, NSU, chair)
• Optometric Informatics (David Castells, ICO, co-chair; Gerald Dujsik, ICO, co-chair)
• Residency Educators* (David Loshin, NSU, co-chair; David Hoffman, NECO, co-chair; *point of contact: Paige Pence, 

ppence@opted.org)
• Vision Science Librarians (Sharon Tabachnick, SCO, chair)
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INDUSTRY NEWS
HOYA Announces 
Scholarship Winner

Brandon Mayes, a recent graduate of 
Northeastern State University College 
of Optometry, Tahlequah, Okla., was 
awarded a $6,000 scholarship from 
HOYA Vision Care, North America at a 
luncheon honoring the 15 finalists during 
Optometry’s Meeting in Washington, DC.

HOYA invited optometry schools in the 
United States, Canada and Puerto Rico 
to participate in the grant and scholarship 
program. Students at each participating 
university wrote a case study that 
prescribed a HOYA product to solve a 
patient’s vision problem. Faculty at each 
school chose the winning case study and 
$1,000 grant recipient. Dr. Mayes’ case 
study was selected from all of the grant 
recipients to earn the $6,000 scholarship.

“Dr. Mayes fit an independent, energetic 
98-year-old woman who performs 
volunteer work at a school, church and 
hospital with HOYALUX TACT with 
Super HiVision. She needed glasses that 
addressed her problems with viewing 
the computer, provided superior optics, 
offered lightweight eyeglasses, and 
minimized glare,” said Mike Elton, 
HOYA’s director of professional services. 
HOYALUX TACT is an indoor extended 
focus progressive lens designed for 
computer users and people who perform 
visually intensive work or hobbies.

HOYA Vision has announced the details 
of the 2010 Grant and Scholarship 
Program. For information contact Mr. 
Elton at (972) 420-9128.

Industry Mourns Loss 
Of Dr. Pat Cummings

J. Patrick Cummings, OD, FAAO, 
Vistakon Americas Region Vice Presi-
dent, Professional Development Group, 
died July 11 when a private plane in which 
he was a passenger crashed in St. Johns 
County, Fla.

A graduate of Pacific University Col-
lege of Optometry, Dr. Cummings was 
a member of a private group practice in 
Sheridan, Wyo. He served as a consulting 
optometrist at the Veteran’s Administra-
tion Hospital in Sheridan for more than 
20 years and was on staff at the Sheridan 

County Memorial Hospital. He also served 
as an adjunct clinical faculty member for 
Pacific University College of Optometry. 
He joined Vistakon in 2003.

Dr. Cummings was a past president of 
the American Optometric Association. He 
was named Great Western Optometrist in 
2000 and was recognized twice as Wyo-
ming’s Optometrist of the Year.

“Pat was an extraordinary man, widely 
respected and admired by his colleagues 
and peers,” said Dave Brown, President, 
Vistakon Americas. “He will be greatly 
missed by those of us who knew him.”

ASCO President Melvin D. Shipp, OD, 
MPH, DrPH, commented: “ASCO feels 
a deep sense of loss at the tragic passing 
of Dr. Pat Cummings. Pat was a long-
standing advocate of optometric education 
through Vistakon’s support of ASCO’s 
diversity, career promotion and faculty 
development programs as well as his per-
sonal service as an original board director 
of the Partnership Foundation for Optom-
etric Education. His support of ASCO and 
its member institutions will have a lasting 
impact on optometric education and our 
profession.”

ASCO Corporate Contributors*
ASCO appreciates the continued support it receives from the following  

companies for its national programs and activities that benefit all  
schools and colleges of optometry:

 Abbott Medical Optics Alcon
 Allergan Bausch & Lomb
 Carl Zeiss Vision CIBA Vision 
 Compulink Business Systems CooperVision
 Essilor of America Genzyme   
 Haag-Streit HOYA Vision Care, North America
 Luxottica/EyeMed Vision Care Marco 
 Marchon M&S Technologies 
 Ophthonix, Inc. Optos North America
 Optovue, Inc. Safilo Group
 TLC Vision Transitions Optical, Inc. 
 Vision Service Plan Vision Source!

Vistakon, Division of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc.
 Volk Optical, Inc.  Walmart Stores, Inc.

*As of August 1, 2009

(Industry News cont’d on page 7)
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TVCI Awards Travel 
Fellowships

The Vision Care Institute LLC (TVCI), 
a Johnson & Johnson Company, an-
nounced the winners of the AOSA Travel 
Fellowship Essay Contest at Optometry’s 
Meeting in June. Two students from each 
optometry school received grants, and the 
author of the best overall essay received 
an additional travel fellowship award. The 
essay topic was “When Do You Prescribe 
Contact Lenses for Children?”

At a luncheon for the AOSA Trustees, 
Dennis Pardo, OD, Manager, Medical Af-
fairs, discussed current TVCI programs 
as well as Vistakon’s on-campus educa-
tional programs for each year of optom-
etry school. Five student programs will 
be held at TVCI in 2009 (the remaining 
slots are full and wait-listed), and five 
student programs are planned in 2010. 
Registration will begin in late fall 2009 at 
http://www.tvciedu.com.

In 1962, rural optometrist Seymour Marco founded Frontier Contact Lenses to produce PMMA contact lenses. Fron-
tier quickly became the number-one independently owned lab in America. In 1967, in response to an unmet need, Dr. 
Marco founded the Marco Equipment Division. After selling Frontier Contact Lenses to Johnson & Johnson in 1980, 
the Marco family devoted their time and attention to growing Marco Equipment.

The new and improved Marco of today operates according to its vision statement:

 Marco will be the premier company in vision diagnostics through the partnering of our employees, products and 
support with the ophthalmic community. We will provide differentiated, innovative and quality solutions, making 
a profound difference to those we serve.

“Marco’s sole purpose is vision diagnostics, but we are so much more than a supplier of high-quality hardware,” says 
David Marco, President. “Only Marco can analyze a practice, offer up-to-date recommendations and then, through our 
technology, maintain the practice flow patterns to peak efficiency throughout the life of the practice. We call this Part-
ners for Life and it allows doctors to concentrate more on providing excellent medical care.”

Marco’s core product line includes chairs (Encore, Encore Automatic, E-Z Tilt), slit lamps (Ultra G4, Ultra 
G5) and stands (Encore, Deluxe 2), which are the foundation of Marco and every practice. For more information,  
visit http://www.marco.com.

Industry News (cont’d from page 6)

INDUSTRY SPOTLIGHT

INDUSTRY NEWS
Bausch & Lomb News

Bausch & Lomb announced the FDA 
approved Besivance (besifloxacin oph-
thalmic suspension) 0.6% for the treat-
ment of bacterial conjunctivitis. Besivance 
is a new topical ophthalmic antibacterial, 
administered via sterile ophthalmic drops, 
that treats a wide range of eye pathogens, 
including those that most commonly 
cause bacterial conjunctivitis. It is the first 
fluoroquinolone specifically developed for 
ophthalmic use and the first and only oph-
thalmic fluoroquinolone with no previous 
systemic use.

Besivance will be available by prescrip-
tion in US pharmacies in the second quarter 
of 2009. Besivance will be promoted by the 
Bausch & Lomb and Pfizer Inc. sales forces.

Bausch & Lomb announced the up-
coming launch of the Center for Patient 
Insights (http://www.CenterForPatientIn-
sights.com) a source of unbiased industry 
information, trends, market research and 

insights for US eyecare professionals. Ac-
cording to the company, the Center will 
use a variety of channels to publish timely, 
relevant and comprehensive data gathered 
from patient and consumer research com-
missioned by Bausch & Lomb and nation-
ally recognized data providers, such as 
HPR and Gallup. 

Academy for Eyecare 
Excellence to Add 
Programs

CIBA Vision celebrated the 1-year an-
niversary of the Academy for Eyecare 
Excellence (AECE) with an announce-
ment that it plans to expand the Acad-
emy’s reach over the next 12 months by 
adding programs in Japan, Canada, Bra-
zil, Spain, Australia, New Zealand and 
China. The company also launched the 
first education platform for eyecare pro-
fessionals accessible by smart phones at 
the 2009 global conference of the British 
Contact Lens Association.

MARCO 
Vision Diagnostics That Make a Difference

Shared Passion for Healthy Vision and Better Life

(CIBA Vison cont’d on page 10)

http://www.tvciedu.com
www.marco.com
http://www.CenterForPatientInsights.com
http://www.CenterForPatientInsights.com


8

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
ICO Hosts Program for Minority 
Students

Twenty-four college students from across the country learned 
about the profession of optometry during Illinois College of Op-
tometry’s “Focus on Your Future” summer program. This week-
long program, now in its second year, is designed to introduce 
under-represented minority undergrads to the profession of op-
tometry. The program provides an opportunity for students to 
meet others with similar backgrounds who share an interest in the 
profession of optometry. It is offered at no cost to the participating 
students, with the exception of travel and transportation fees.

MCO Breaks Ground for State-of-
the-Art Facility

Groundbreaking ceremonies were held this spring for the new 
home of the Michigan College of Optometry, which is scheduled 
to open in December 2010. The 87,000 square foot Collaborative 
Center for Health Education will replace the refurbished dormi-
tory that served students and faculty for the past 30 years. Acting 
Dean Nancy Peterson-Klein, OD, FAAO, said the new facility 
will attract quality student applicants, enhance the highly-per-
sonalized instruction students receive, allow students to receive 
more and expanded clinical experiences, and expose patients to 
a modern, comfortable healthcare environment.

NSU Students  
Ace NBEO 
Brinton Honored for Highest 
Score in Nation

Students at Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity College of Optometry achieved 
a first time pass rate of 98% on both 
NBEO Part I (Applied Basic Science) 
administered in March 2009 and NBEO 

Part II (Clinical Science) administered in December 2008.

Additionally, Evan Brinton, a fourth year student, received the 
2009 Dr. Norman E. Wallis Award for Excellence for attaining 
the highest score in the nation on the NBEO Part I examination. 
Mr. Brinton received the award during the American Optometric 
Student Association’s conclave at Optometry’s Meeting in June.

PCO Student Testifies on Behalf of 
Optometry

This spring, PCO student Robert Foster testified on behalf of 
optometry and optometric education before the National Advi-
sory Council of the National Health Service Corps (NHSC). The 
NHSC serves the health care needs of people in medically un-
derserved communities and offers a loan forgiveness program 
for graduates of health care professional programs who practice 
in those areas. In the past, the parameters of the loan forgiveness 
program included optometry; however, that is not the case now.

Accompanied by Mr. Rodney Peele of the American Optometric 
Association, Robert (now Dr. Foster) spoke to the Council about 
the value of including optometry in the program once again, citing 
optometry’s doctoral program, and noting that optometry students 
are trained to become primary care clinicians. Among the topics Dr. 
Foster discussed were the Convergence Insufficiency Treatment 
Trial and the importance of childhood eye examinations.

SCO Milestone: FDA Study

Southern College of Optometry is participating in its first FDA 
study, a major milestone for the college, as one of 22 partici-
pating sites that include Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, Harvard 
University and Emory University.

Charles Connor, OD, is the principal investigator of the study 
for EyeGate Pharma, Waltham, Mass., a leading developer of 
medicines to treat eye diseases using its unique, noninvasive, 
drug delivery system. EyeGate Pharma is focused on replacing 
ocular injections as a treatment modality with iontophoresis, an 
active drug delivery method in which an electrical field is used to 
ionize a drug and modify cell permeability so the drug can be de-
livered through different tissues to targeted areas. Two patients 

From left to right: James Haveman, FSU Board of Trustees; Darwin 
Booher, Michigan House of Representatives for District 102; Michelle 
McManus, Michigan Senator for District 35; Dr. Nancy Peterson-Klein, 
Interim Dean, Michigan College of Optometry; Dr. David Eisler, Presi-
dent, Ferris State University; Dr. Robert Carter, Professor, Michigan 
College of Optometry; Chad Linsley, MCO Student, Class of 2010; Mrs. 
Alice Bennett, wife of the late Dr. Jack Bennett, MCO’s founding dean; 
Joel Smith, AIA, Neumann-Smith Architecture; Ken Lawless, Executive 
Vice President, Clark Construction Company.

Chris Lievens, OD, is an investigator in an FDA study of a noninvasive, 
drug delivery system.

Evan Brinton (School News cont’d on page 9)
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are already enrolled under the treatment of Chris Lievens, OD, 
and Dennis Mathews, OD. The study is focusing on the treat-
ment of uveitis.

SUNY Professors Awarded Grants 
In separate studies, researchers will explore strategies 
to reduce ocular injury-induced inflammation and a 
novel approach for treating dry eye.

Peter Reinach, PhD, Distinguished Teaching Professor at the 
SUNY College of Optometry, and Maj. Jose Capo-Aponte, OD, 
PhD, received a one-year, $235,000 grant from the US Depart-
ment of Defense to identify novel strategies to reduce ocular 
injury-induced persistent and severe inflammation and restore 
tissue transparency.

According to Prof. Reinach, this debilitating and sight-com-
promising inflammatory condition frequently persists despite 
corneal wound closure. This research may lead to the identifi-
cation of novel drug targets to improve restoration of corneal 
transparency without compromising other ocular responses that 
are beneficial for corneal health and transparency.

Fan Zhang, MD, PhD, received a one-year, $20,000 postdoc-
toral award from Fight for Sight for her study of resolvin-medi-
ated control of corneal epithelial function. 

“The therapeutic options are limited and inadequate for treat-
ing the millions of individuals suffering from dry eye disease,” 
Dr. Zhang says. ”Accordingly, there is an urgent need to identify 
novel drugs for treating the ocular surface pathophysiology re-
sulting from exposure to hypertonic tears.”

UAB Professor Honored by 
International Organization of 
Standards

On behalf of the International Organization of Standards (ISO 
TC 172/SC 7/WG9 Contact Lenses and Contact Lens Care Prod-
ucts), William J. “Joe” Benjamin, OD, PhD, was presented with 

the Statesmanship Award at a reception in Berlin. The award was 
presented in recognition of Dr. Benjamin’s outstanding leader-
ship and statesmanship and as a token of appreciation “for his 
impartiality, performance, and the accomplishments achieved 
during the 15 years of his convenership.”

Appointment and Awards at UAB
Marcela Frazier, OD, MPH, was ap-

pointed Chair of the American Optometric 
Association’s Healthy Eyes Healthy People 
Committee.

The following were 
American Optometric 
Student Association Fac-
ulty of the Year Award 
recipients:El izabeth 

Steele, OD, Clinical Science and Tammy Pi-
fer Than, MS, OD, Clinic Attending.

The following were 
Eyesight Foundation of Alabama award 
recipients: Felton Perry, OD, Community 
Eye Care, and Mary 
Jean Sanspree, PhD, 
Black Belt Eye Care.

The following fac-
ulty members received 
Healthy Eyes Healthy 

People Committee grants: Dr. Frazier, Dr. 
Perry, Gerald Simon, OD, and Janene Sims, 
OD, PhD.

UHCO Volunteers Help Special 
Olympics Athletes

A team of UHCO students and faculty provided vision screen-
ings and eyewear at the Special Olympics Texas competition 
in Arlington, Texas. According to Clinical Associate Professor 
Ralph Herring, director of the college’s external education pro-
gram, this year’s team of volunteers broke all records: 313 ath-
letes were screened; 362 prescriptions were written; and 96 pairs 
of plano sunglasses were dispensed.

According to Special Olympics’ organizers, of the athletes 
who underwent vision screenings at the past four international 
events,  32 percent never had an eye exam, and 26 percent need-
ed new eyeglasses because their current eyeglasses had incorrect 

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS

William J. “Joe” Benjamin, OD, PhD, (left) receives the Statesmanship 
Award from Mr. Quido A. Cappelli (Contact Lens Manufacturers As-
sociation) as Dr. Mary Mowry-McKee (Contact Lens Institute) and Mr. 
Don Calogero (US FDA) look on. 

Dr. Marcela Frazier

Dr. Elizabeth Steele

Dr. Felton Perry

Dr. Tammy Pifer 
Than

Dr. Mary Jean 
Sanspree

Dr. Gerald Simon Dr. Janene Sims

(School News cont’d on page 10)
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or outdated prescriptions or were other-
wise unsuitable.

“Access to care is another issue,” Prof. 
Herring says. “Many health care provid-
ers aren’t comfortable working with this 
patient population. We specifically recruit 
doctors to the Games to show them that it 
is not as challenging as they may think.”

UIW School of 
Optometry in Line for 
Clinic Funding

The San Antonio Business Journal re-
cently reported the University of the In-
carnate Word is in line to receive $250,000 
from the government to help pay for a new 
eyecare clinic to provide eye exams and 
vision services to underserved residents 
in East San Antonio. Founding Dean and 
Prof. H. Simon Ghazi-Birry said the clinic 
will be the “jewel” of UIW’s clinical pro-
gram.

According to the report, the funding 
was included in the Labor, Health and 
Human Services Education Appropria-
tions bill, which recently passed the U.S. 
House of Representatives. The bill must 
still pass the U.S. Senate.

School News (cont’d from page 9)

CIBA Vison (cont’d from page 7)

INDUSTRY NEWS

According to the company, the AECE provides eyecare professionals access to advanced 
clinical and business education, as well as practice management and staff support. Since its 
launch, it has expanded to 20 countries, with more than 2500 US practitioners participat-
ing in AECE programs during the past 12 months. The curriculum and programs can be 
accessed at http://www.cibavisionacademy.com.

Transitions Helps Put Practices on Facebook
Recognizing the value of social media for 

businesses, Transitions Optical is providing 
a resource for eyecare professionals to join 
the conversation and spread the message of 

healthy sight. The company’s new Facebook guide, “Putting Your Practice on Facebook,” 
is designed to help first-time and experienced Facebook users take advantage of the site 
as a professional tool. The guide provides general information about Facebook and social 
media for new users, while also providing tips on connecting with other professionals and 
patients, and using privacy features. For more information, call Transitions Customer Ser-
vice at (800) 848-1506.

Transitions has also created an eyecare professional-focused Facebook page, Transi-
tions Lenses: Healthy Sight Professionals, which provides a quick resource for Transitions 
Optical’s programs and a forum to connect with other professionals.

Volk Introduces New Line of 
Instruments

Volk Optical introduced a new line of examination in-
strumentation. While these are a departure from traditional Volk products, according to 
the company, they provide additional options for high quality instrumentation:

• Mini direct ophthalmoscope and otoscope– 
small, pocket-sized portable instruments

• Sphygmomanometer with highly accurate 
measuring technology and needle stability

• Stethoscope, featuring high quality 
membranes for the best acoustic qual-
ity across the entire frequency range.

For more information, e-mail volk@volk.com or call (404) 510-0742.

www.opted.org
http://www.cibavisionacademy.com

