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Dr. Kevin Alexander 
Elected ASCO 
President

Dr. Kevin L. Al-
exander, President 
of the Southern 
California Col-
lege of Optom-
etry (SCCO), was 
elected President 
of the Association 
of Schools and Col-
leges of Optometry 
(ASCO) at its an-
nual meeting in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, on 

June 15. During the meeting, Dr. Alexan-
der outlined his vision and goals for his 
ASCO presidency, including:

•	 marketing	 the	 value	 of	 becoming	 a	
Doctor of Optometry

•	 working	with	the	American	Optometric	
Association (AOA) to complete a na-
tional optometry work force study and 
continuing the effort into the future

•		 pursuing	government	 relations	oppor-
tunities

•		 continuing	 CEO	 executive	 develop-
ment leadership programs and man-
agement symposiums
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•		 examining	the	benchmarks	for	clinical	

operations utilized by the schools and 
colleges of optometry.

Other	ASCO	officers	for	 the	new	pro-
gram year, which began July 1, are: 

•		 Dr.	David	A.	Heath,	President-Elect

•		 Dr.	 Jennifer	 Smythe,	 Secretary-Trea-
surer

•		 Dr.	Linda	Casser,	At-Large	Member

•		 Dr.	 Earl	 L.	 Smith,	 Immediate	 Past-
President.

New Committee for 
Diversity, Cultural 
Competency

ASCO established a new standing 
committee, the Optometry Diversity 
and Cultural Competency Committee, 
to address its strategic priority of further 
diversifying the student bodies of the 
schools and colleges of optometry to better 
reflect	U.S.	demographics	and	to	provide	
further guidance on treating patients 
and working with students of different 
cultures. The ASCO Board of Directors 
established the committee by approving 
a bylaw change during the association’s 
annual meeting June 14-15 in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.

IN THIS ISSUE:
Special Interest Group News ............5

School and College News .................6

Industry Spotlight............................10

Industry News .................................11

The new standing committee is a 
continuation of ASCO initiatives designed 
to promote ethnic and cultural diversity 
and to support member institutions as they 
embrace diversity in their practices and 
programs. The committee will enhance 
future initiatives as well as those that have 
been ongoing, which, in addition to the 
work of a long-standing ad hoc Diversity 
Committee and Cultural Competency 
Curriculum Guidelines Subcommittee, 
include the development of a diversity 
strategic plan and a diversity mini-grant 
program for school-based programs.

Board OKs New 
SIGs, Name Change

In June, the ASCO Board of Directors 
(ASCO News cont’d on page 2)
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established two new Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), representing Neuro-
rehab	 Educators	 (Acting	 Chair:	 Dr.	
Kevin Houston, Indiana University 
School of Optometry) and Public Health 
Educators	 (Acting	 Chair:	 Dr.	 Robert	
Kleinstein, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham School of Optometry). The 
Board also approved changing the name 
of the Optometric Informatics SIG to the 
Educational	 Technology	 SIG	 along	 with	
an updated mission statement.

The two new groups bring the number 
of ASCO SIGs to 16. SIGs provide forums 
for professional staff, administrators and 
faculty with common responsibilities to 
communicate directly with each other 
about issues related to their areas of 
interest and expertise.

Visibility Discussed 
at Annual Luncheon

More	than	160	leaders	 in	 the	optomet-
ric community attended ASCO’s Annual 
Leadership Luncheon, which was held in 
June at the Grand America Hotel in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and generously sponsored 
by The HOYA Free-Form Company.  

ASCO President Dr. Kevin Alexan-
der delivered opening remarks, thanking 
ASCO’s	 affiliate	 organizations	 and	 cor-
porate contributors for their support of the 
schools and colleges of optometry. Three 
additional speakers addressed attendees. 
Mike	Elton,	Director	of	Professional	Ser-
vices at HOYA, thanked ASCO for the 
opportunity to support the event. Stephen 
Wasserman,	Communications	&	Member-
ship Group Director for the AOA, spoke 
about the recent AOA-commissioned im-
age study. Liz Torrez, Vice President of 
Public Affairs at Hill & Knowlton, pre-
sented	 the	 keynote	 program,	 “Raising	
Visibility for Optometry through Public 
Relations.”	 She	 reviewed	 the	AOA’s	 ef-
forts to raise visibility for the profession 
through annual campaigns, in-person me-
dia	briefings	and	additional	resources	that	
have been utilized to communicate with 
the general public. Torrez also highlighted 

the increased media 
coverage and the 
public perception of 
optometry in recent 
years.

ASCO would like 
to thank optom-
etry’s industry and 
academic leaders for 
attending the lun-
cheon and HOYA 
for sponsoring this 
flagship	event.

Cultural Competency 
Tools Posted Online

Summaries of the ASCO Guidelines for 
Culturally	Competent	Eye	and	Vision	Care	
can now be found at the association’s Web 
site. By visiting http://www.opted.org/i4a/
pages/index.cfm?pageid=3531, school 
and college faculty, staff and students 
can access the summaries in either a text 
or PowerPoint format. They can be used 
as an introduction to the guidelines and 
for developing presentations on cultural 
competency in optometry.

Members	 of	 ASCO’s	 Cultural	
Competency Curriculum Guidelines 
Subcommittee and a planning group 
are currently devising strategies for 
incorporating the guidelines it developed 
into the curricula of the schools and 
college of optometry, primarily through 
on-site workshops. The workshops 
are being modeled after the successful 
Cultural Competence Curriculum Training 
Workshop	 that	was	held	 in	May	2009	 in	
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., for Chief Academic 
Officers	and	their	designees.	

The current phase of the subcommittee’s 
multiyear cultural competency project is 
supported by funding from Walmart.

Graduate Education 
Marketing Plan 
Approved

In response to the diminishing number 
of individuals who have both optometric 
credentials and another graduate degree, 
and who have traditionally formed the 
backbone of the faculty at optometric 
institutions, the ASCO Academic Affairs 
Committee	 has	 created	 a	 Marketing	 Plan	

for	Graduate	Education	in	Optometry.	The	
association’s Board of Directors approved 
the plan in June. 

Key recommendations outlined in the plan 
include 1) conducting a two-day, biennial 
meeting for students with a stated interest 
in a career in research, graduate programs 
and	 education,	 2)	 identifying	 a	 cohort	 of	
National Institutes of Health-funded OD-
PhD faculty members to serve as graduate 
school	recruiters	who	would	speak	to	first-
year students at the schools and colleges 
of optometry, and 3) sponsoring a speaker 
who would present to attendees of the 
American Optometric Student Association 
annual meeting.

The marketing plan will phased in over 
time as funding becomes available.

ASCO Awards Grants 
for Education Research

ASCO is pleased to announce the 
2011	 recipients	 of	 its	 starter	 grants	 for	
educational research.

•		 Dr.	 Rebecca	 Kammer,	 SCCO,	 was	
awarded a grant for “Does Format 
Matter?	Engagement	of	First-Year	Stu-
dents.”

•		 Dr.	 Patricia	 Sanchez-Diaz,	 Univer-
sity	of	 the	 Incarnate	Word	Rosenberg	
School of Optometry, was awarded 
a grant for “Impact of Interactive In-
structional Tools in Gross Anatomy for 
Optometry	Students:	a	Pilot	Study.”

This year’s educational research 
grants,	 the	 first	 to	 be	 awarded	 under	 the	
new program, are supported by funding 
from The Vision Care Institute, LLC, 
a Johnson & Johnson company. The 
grant program serves to introduce and 
support the concept of the Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning (SoTL). The grant 
proposals	submitted	for	2011	represented	
10 institutions.

ASCO congratulates Drs. Kammer 
and Sanchez-Diaz and looks forward to 
the completion and publication of their 
projects.

ASCO NEWS (Cont’d from page 1)
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Liz Torrez delivered 
the keynote 
presentation.

http://www.opted.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3531
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OptomCAS Launches 
for Third Year 

Now in its third year, the Optometry 
Centralized Application Service 
(OptomCAS) launched successfully on 
July 1, which was two weeks earlier than 
the previous cycles. OptomCAS allows 
optometry applicants to use a single Web-
based application and one set of materials 
to apply to multiple schools and colleges 
of optometry. 

All	 20	 U.S.	 schools	 and	 schools	 and	
colleges of optometry are participating this 
year. One of the biggest improvements for 
Cycle 3 is a re-applicant feature allowing 
those	who	applied	in	Cycle	2	to	use	some	
of their previous information instead of 
entering it all again. 

The application can be accessed at 
www.optomcas.org. A complete statistical 
report	 from	 Cycle	 2	 will	 be	 available	
in mid-October. Please contact Paige 
Pence, ASCO Director of Student Affairs, 
at ppence@opted.org if you have any 
questions about OptomCAS.

Current Student 
Data Report Online
ASCO’s	 2010-2011	 Annual	 Student	

Data	 Report	 was	 distributed	 to	 the	
deans and presidents of member schools 
in	 May	 and	 is	 now	 posted	 online	 at	
http://www.opted.org/i4a/pages/index.
cfm?pageid=3396.	 This	 is	 the	 first	 year	
that applicant data is being provided by 
OptomCAS.	The	report	contains	49	tables	
with data on applicants, enrollment, 
graduates,	 financial	 aid/student	 expenses	
and post-doctoral and other programs for 
the schools and colleges of optometry in 
the United States. 

Highlights include:

•		 The	total	number	of	full-time	students	
enrolled	 in	 the	 20	 professional	 OD	
programs	during	academic	year	2010-
2011	was	 6,060,	 an	 increase	 of	 3.9%	
over	last	year,	and	an	increase	of	12.7%	
since	2005-2006.

•		 In	2010,	there	were	more	female	grad-
uates than male graduates at all but one 
institution.

•		 The	 percentage	 of	 Black	 or	 African	
American full-time students decreased 

from	2.8%	last	year	to	2.7%	this	year;	
five	 years	 ago	 the	 percentage	 was	
3.5%.

•		 The	 percentage	 of	 full-time	 Hispanic	
or	Latino	students	increased	from	4.4%	
to	4.5%;	five	years	ago	the	percentage	
was	5.1%.

•		 The	percentage	of	full-time	Asian	stu-
dents	rose	from	27.5%	to	28.2%;	five	
years	ago	the	percentage	was	23.3%.

•		 The	percentage	of	White	 students	de-
creased	 from	 57.3%	 to	 56.5%;	 five	
years	ago	the	percentage	was	63.2%.

ASCO Distributes 
Diversity Mini-Grants

ASCO is pleased to announce that 
its	 Diversity	 Mini-Grant	 program	 has	
provided funding assistance for nine 
projects/programs	 in	 2011.	The	 program	
is sponsored by The Vision Care Institute, 
a Johnson & Johnson company, and 
Luxottica	Retail.	Its	goal	is	to	aid	optometry	
schools in developing and implementing 
activities/programs for recruiting and/
or retaining under-represented minority 
students,	 financially	 disadvantaged	
students	 and	 first-generation	 college	
students.

The following schools and colleges 
received	grants	in	2011:

•		 Illinois	 College	 of	 Optometry	 (Focus	
on Your Future Summer Program)

•		 The	Ohio	State	University	College	of	
Optometry	(Eye	Care	for	All)

•		 Pacific	University	College	of	Optom-
etry	(Pacific	University	InSight	2011

•		 Southern	College	of	Optometry	 (Suc-
cess in Sight)

•		 State	 University	 of	 New	 York	 State	
College of Optometry [Increasing Di-
versity	by	Engaging	All	(IDEA)]

•		 University	 of	 Alabama	 at	 Birming-
ham School of Optometry (Providing 
Diversity	 in	 Optometric	 Education	
through	 Continual	 Enhancement	 of	
Current Programs that Promote Diver-
sity in Optometry)

•		 University	 of	 California	 at	 Berkeley	
School of Optometry (Berkeley Op-
tometry Opto-Camp)

•		 University	of	Houston	College	of	Op-
tometry [Texas Optometry Career Op-
portunities	Program	(TEXOCOP)]

•		 Western	University	of	Health	Sciences	

College	 of	Optometry	 (Reaching	Out	
to Students and their Families - Open-
ing	Eyes	to	Optometry).	

The call for proposals for next year will 
be	 announced	 in	 early	 2012.	 For	 more	
information about this program, contact 
Paige Pence at ppence@opted.org.

2011-2012 Handbook 
on Admission Ready
The	 2011-2012	 ASCO	 Admission	

Requirements	Handbook	has	been	posted	
online at http://www.opted.org/i4a/pages/
index.cfm?pageID=3446. The 114-page 
handbook contains information about the 
profession of optometry and preparing for 
and	financing	an	optometric	education,	as	
well as individual listings with detailed 
information about each optometry school.

ASCO Expects 
to Work with IPEC
In	May	of	this	year,	the	Interprofessional	

Education	 Collaborative	 (IPEC)	 and	
a panel of experts representing six 
professional organizations published a 
report titled the Core Competencies for 
Interprofessional Collaborative Practice. 
The six organizations represented on 
the expert panel were the American 
Association of Colleges of Nursing, 
American Association of Colleges 
of	 Osteopathic	 Medicine,	 American	
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, 
American	Dental	 Education	Association,	
Association	 of	 American	 Medical	
Colleges and Association of Schools of 
Public Health. 

The report highlights the need for 
healthcare professionals to learn, as part 
of their education, how to work together 
to ensure that patient care is safe, high-
quality and accessible. ASCO expects to 
be	 involved	with	 IPEC	 and	 to	 be	 a	 part	
of future discussions on interprofessional 
collaboration.

ASCO Helps Address 
NAFTA Visa Issue

A technical error during the 
implementation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) several 
years	ago	has	made	it	difficult	for	Canadian	
optometrists to obtain visas to work in the 

ASCO NEWS (Cont’d from page 2)
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United States. This has posed a problem 
for Canadian students who wish to do a 
residency here. Under the trade agreement, 
Canadian	and	Mexican	professionals	can	
apply for a NAFTA Professional Worker 
(TN) visa in order to work temporarily in 
the United States. However, optometry 
has been excluded from the list of eligible 
professions.

This	 error	 can	 be	 fixed	 with	 the	
agreement of the American, Canadian 
and	 Mexican	 governments.	 ASCO	 is	
currently working with the AOA, the 
Canadian Association of Optometrists and 
the	Asociacion	Mexicana	 de	 Facultades,	
Escuelas,	 Colegios	 y	 Consejos	 de	
Optometria toward this goal.

Envision Video 
Winners Chosen
ASCO	 announced	 the	 2011	 winners	

of	 its	 Envision	Video	 Competition.	 This	
year,	first-	second-	and	third-place	awards	
were presented:

•	 First	 place,	 $5,000:	 Neal	 Guymon	
(SCCO). View video at http://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=zpmwJMbPIvc.

•	 Second	 place,	 $2,500:	 Paul	 Neville	
(SCCO). View video at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=u788bGDILjw.

•	 Third	 place,	 $1,000:	 Katie	 Gettinger	
(University	 of	 Missouri	 at	 St.	 Louis	
College of Optometry). View video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
gsRHcaRB78.

The	 Envision	 Video	 Competition	 is	
part of ASCO’s career marketing efforts. 
Members	of	the	Student	Affairs	Committee	
judged the entries based on creativity, 
ingenuity and humor and how effectively 
they educated potential applicants and 
the general public about the profession of 
optometry.

Student Affairs 
Officers Meet
The	ASCO	Student	Affairs	Officers	met	

in	June.	Members	addressed	several	topics,	
including ASCO activities, the Optometry 
Admission Test and OptomCAS. 
Roundtable	discussions	were	held	on	how	
professionalism is taught and enforced 
at the schools and colleges of optometry 
and best practices for communicating 
with potential applicants. The afternoon 
workshop, “Strategies for Success: The 
Top Opportunities for ASCO Schools and 
Colleges,”	 was	 conducted	 by	 the	 higher	
education	consulting	firm	Noel-Levitz.

Future Faculty 
Program a Success

ASCO	 held	 its	 first	 Future	 Faculty	
Program (FFP) in St. Louis in July. The 
FFP, sponsored by Walmart, is a two-
day event for a small group of graduate 
students who are interested in gaining the 
knowledge and skills necessary to enhance 
their success in an optometric academic 
environment as career-long, productive 
faculty members. 

Walmart’s Darin Closson opened the 
program, during which attendees learned 
skills in the areas of academic culture, CV 

ASCO NEWS (Cont’d from page 3)

development, paths to success as a junior 
faculty member, developing teaching skills 
and credentials, and teaching and learning.

Faculty Program 
In Its Fourth Year
It	 was	 a	 time	 for	 reflection	 and	 goal-

setting as well as sharing ideas and 
ramping up personal motivation for 
the 35 faculty members who attended 
ASCO’s fourth Summer Institute for 
Faculty Development in St. Louis in 
July.	 Participants	 represented	 17	 of	 the	
20	member	institutions	and	one	affiliate-
member institution.

This year, the Institute was dedicated to 
Dr. Linnea Hauge, who was instrumental 
in delivering the Teaching and Learning 
component at previous Institutes. Dr. 
Hauge	passed	away	in	December	2010.

After the keynote address delivered by 
Dr. Nancy Peterson-Klein, participants 
turned their focus to the topics of teaching 
and learning, academic culture and 
achieving balance, and scholarship and 
professional development. A highlight 
of the program was a mentoring session 
in which participants were assigned 
to work with one of eight mentors for 
help developing long-term career goals, 
corresponding	 objectives	 and	 specific	
action steps to achieve their goals. 

Drs. Linda Casser and Charles Haine 
chaired this year’s Institute. Funding was 
provided	 by	 Alcon	 Laboratories;	 Carl	
Zeiss;	CIBA	Vision,	a	Novartis	Company;	
Essilor	 Lenses/Varilux;	 Vistakon,	 a	
Division of Johnson & Johnson Vision 
Care;	 and	 Walmart.	 ASCO	 thanks	
the	 National	 Board	 of	 Examiners	 in	
Optometry for being a major contributor 
to the closing reception.

ASCO Congratulates Hall of Fame Inductees
During their annual meeting in June, the ASCO Board of Directors honored 

Drs. William Baldwin, Lester Caplan and Gerald Lowther with a resolution 
acknowledging their induction into the National Optometry Hall of Fame. The 
three inductees have devoted much of their individual careers to optometric 
education. The Hall of Fame is administered by the philanthropic and chari-
table organization Optometry Cares - The AOA Foundation. Pictured at left 
are Drs. Caplan (right) and Lowther during the Hall of Fame induction cer-
emony.

Attendees of ASCO’s inaugural Future 
Faculty Program in St. Louis.

Dr. William Baldwin

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpmwJMbPIvc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpmwJMbPIvc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u788bGDILjw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u788bGDILjw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gsRHcaRB78
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gsRHcaRB78
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Clinic Directors/Administrators
When the Clinic Directors/Administrators Special Interest 

Group (SIG) meets Nov. 3-5 at the Southern College of Optom-
etry	 in	Memphis,	Tenn.,	 it	will	 be	 for	 the	 20th	 year.	 In	 1990,	
Dr. Lester Caplan, then Assistant Dean for Clinical Services at 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Optometry, 
and	Dr.	Weylin	Eng,	 then	Assistant	Dean	for	Patient	Affairs	at	
the University of California at Berkeley School of Optometry, 
founded the Association of Clinic Directors of Schools and Col-
leges	of	Optometry	(ACDASCO).	The	first	workshop	was	held	
in	1991	in	Chicago,	hosted	by	the	Illinois	College	of	Optometry.	
In	1995,	ASCO	invited	ACDASCO	to	become	its	first	SIG.	The	
Pennsylvania	College	of	Optometry	hosted	the	first	subsequent	
workshop	in	1996.	Workshops	have	been	held	every	year	since	
1991,	except	in	2001	when	the	meeting	had	to	be	canceled	due	
to	the	9/11	crisis.	Since	2007,	the	SIG	has	sponsored	the	Extern-
ship Directors SIG meeting, which is held just prior to its own 
workshop.  

Ophthalmic Optics Educators
The	Ophthalmic	Optics	 Educators	 SIG	met	 in	 July	 in	Tahl-

equah,	Okla.	The	meeting,	chaired	by	Dr.	Alan	McKee	of	North-
eastern State University Oklahoma College of Optometry, cen-
tered around the theme of “Building on Our Past while Focusing 
on	Our	Future.”

Each	year,	the	SIG	selects	a	person	who	has	made	a	significant	
contribution	 to	 the	field	of	ophthalmic	optics	 to	give	 a	 lecture	
at the meeting in the name of the late Joe Bruneni. This year’s 
recipient of the Joe Bruneni Lecture and Award was Dr. Clifford 
Brooks,	Professor	of	Optometry	and	Executive	Associate	Dean	
for Academic Affairs and Student Administration at the Indiana 
University School of Optometry. Dr. Brooks teaches in the ar-
eas of geometric and ophthalmic optics and has written several 
books,	including	“System	for	Ophthalmic	Dispensing,”	which	he	
co-authored with Dr. Irvin Borish. He is also the Founder and 
President of the Fellowship of Christian Optometrists Interna-
tional, which has chapters at schools and colleges of optometry 
throughout the United States.

The	SIG	thanks	Carl	Zeiss,	Essilor,	EyeMed	Vision	Care,	The	
HOYA Free-Form Company, Transitions Optical and Vision Ser-
vice Plan for their continued support. For additional information 
regarding	the	Ophthalmic	Optics	Educators	SIG,	contact	ASCO	
Program	Manager	LaShawn	Sidbury	at	lsidbury@opted.org.

MEETINGS
(ASCO Professional Groups, Committees and Special Interest Groups*)

OCTOBER 2011
The following meetings will be held in conjunction with the 
American Academy of Optometry annual meeting in Boston, 
Mass.	Some	dates	are	tentative.

October 10
ASCO	Executive	Committee

October 11
ASCO	Board	of	Directors;	Clinical	Optometric	Methods	and	
Procedures	Instructors	SIG	(contact	Dr.	Mark	Rosenfield,	
SUNY State College of Optometry, mrosenfield@sunyopt.edu)

October 12-14
Educational	Technology	SIG;	International	Optometric	Educa-
tors SIG

October 13
Development Directors SIG (contact ASCO Director of Corpo-
rate	Affairs	and	the	Partnership	Foundation	for	OptometricEdu-
cation Christine Armstrong, carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 
231-5944	ext.	3018);	Joint	ASCO/AOA	Executive	Committee;	
Low	Vision	Educators	SIG;	Partnership	Foundation	(con-
tact ASCO Director of Corporate Affairs and the Partnership 
Foundation	for	Optometric	Education	Christine	Armstrong,	
carmstrong@opted.org	or	(301)	231-5944	ext.	3018);	Binocular	
Vision	and	Perception	Educators	SIG

October 14
Chief	Academic	Officers;	Continuing	Education	Directors	
SIG;	Ethics	Educators	SIG;	Residency	Educators	SIG	(con-
tact	ASCO	Manager	of	Professional	Affairs	Carol	Brubaker,	
cbrubaker@opted.org	or	(757)	491-6993);	SIG	Chair	Orienta-
tion

NOVEMBER 2011

November 3
Externship	Directors	SIG

November 3-5
Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG

Unless	otherwise	indicated,	the	contact	for	all	meetings	is	ASCO	Program	Manager	LaShawn	Sidbury,	lsidbury@opted.org or (301) 
231-5944	ext.	3012

*	Special	Interest	Groups	(SIGs)	were	created	within	ASCO	as	a	primary	means	of	implementing	the	ASCO	mission	of	“fulfilling	the	
leadership	role	in	the	optometric	education	enterprise.”	The	purpose	of	SIGs	is	to	provide	forums	for	professional	staff,	administrators	
and faculty with common responsibilities to communicate directly with each other and to provide advice and counsel to the ASCO 
Board of Directors on issues related to their areas of interest. Participation is open to individuals designated by the deans and presi-
dents of active ASCO member institutions. See the ASCO Web site, www.opted.org, for more information.

mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:mrosenfield@sunyopt.edu
mailto:carmstrong@opted.org
mailto:cbrubaker@opted.org
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
www.opted.org
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
AZCOPT Fills Two Top Posts
In	June,	Midwestern	University	announced	the	appointments	of	

Dr.	Donald	E.	Jarnagin	as	Dean	of	the	Arizona	College	of	Optom-
etry	(AZCOPT)	and	Dr.	Sunny	M.	Sanders	as	Assistant	Dean.

Dr. Jarnagin previously served as 
AZCOPT’s Interim Dean. He has prac-
ticed	 in	 Glendale	 since	 1970	 and	 has	
served as President of both the Arizona 
and American Optometric associations. 
He	was	recognized	as	“OD	of	the	Year”	
by the Central Arizona Optometry So-
ciety, the Arizona Optometric Associa-
tion and the Great Western Council of 
Optometry. As Dean, Dr. Jarnagin also 
heads	 the	 state-of-the-art	 Midwestern	
University	 Eye	 Institute,	 one	 of	 the	
largest optometry clinics in the State 

of Arizona, incorporating 61 exam rooms, classrooms and spe-
cialty areas.

Dr. Sanders is an experienced educa-
tor and private practitioner. She previ-
ously served as an Associate Professor 
of Optometry and Assistant Dean for 
Clinical Affairs at the Southern Cali-
fornia College of Optometry. She has 
more than a decade of clinical teaching 
experience in the areas of ocular pros-
thetics and contact lenses. Dr. Sand-
ers will also instruct and practice as a 
Clinical	Associate	Professor	at	the	Eye	
Institute. 

Special Olympics 
Recognizes ICO
The	Illinois	College	of	Optometry	(ICO)	was	named	the	2011	

Special Olympics Illinois Outstanding Organization of the Year. 
The award recognizes a club, business or organization whose ef-
forts	have	significantly	improved	the	Special	Olympics	Illinois	
athletes’ experiences either locally or statewide. 

“It is because of ICO 
that	 the	 Opening	 Eyes	
program has become a 
part of Special Olym-
pics	 Illinois,”	 the	 an-
nouncement noted. “The 
organization provides 
free eye screenings to an 
average	 of	 240	 athletes	
each year. They have 
handed	 out	 over	 2,520	
prescription glasses and 
630 sports goggles so 
far.”

ICO also reported that it 
is	the	first	optometry	school	
in North America to acquire 
the	Eyesi	 Indirect	Ophthal-
moscope Simulator. The 
simulator allows students to 
perform realistic three-di-
mensional retinal examina-
tions using a head-mounted 
display on a model eye. 
Students can practice pro-
cedural skills with abstract 
cases in which they have to 
find	 and	 document	 various	
geometric shapes placed on 
the retina or use programmed clinical cases to add a diagnostic 
component. The simulator has a database of retina and vitre-
ous pathologies, which are incorporated into the clinical cases 
complete with medical background information, additional case-
relevant information such as optical coherence tomography test 
results, and differential diagnoses. 

 “I am excited to incorporate the Virtual BIO simulator into 
the	learning	process,”	said	Dr.	Erica	Ittner,	coordinator	for	 the	
optometry	lab	that	teaches	BIO.	“My	goal	for	the	simulator	will	
be	to	increase	confidence	levels	within	the	second-year	students	
as they are learning the clinical technique. Student clinicians can 
also use this instrument to aid in perfecting their skill set as they 
progress	through	third	and	fourth	year.”

OSU’s Dr. Earley 
Wins Harris Award
Recent	news	from	The	Ohio	State	University	College	of	Op-

tometry included the following faculty, staff and student accom-
plishments.

Professor	of	Clinical	Optometry	Dr.	Michael	Earley	received	
the	2011	Michael	G.	Harris	Award	for	Excellence	in	Optomet-
ric	Education,	which	is	presented	by	the	American	Optometric	
Foundation.	Associate	 Professor	Dr.	Marjean	Kulp	 received	 a	
National Institutes of Health grant for Vision In Preschoolers - 
Hyperopia In Preschoolers (VIP - HIP), a cross-sectional multi-
center epidemiological study to investigate whether 4- or 5-year-
old children with uncorrected hyperopia and no strabismus or 
amblyopia perform worse on a battery of educational tests than 
do comparable emmetropic children. The Association of Schools 
and Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) named Clinical Associate 
Professor	Dr.	Shilpa	Register	as	its	nominee	to	the	Accreditation	
Council	on	Optometric	Education	Board.	

Jeffrey	Rohlf,	Assistant	Director	of	the	Optometry	Clinics	and	
Optical Lab Instructor, as well as secretary/treasurer of the Op-
ticians	Association	of	Ohio,	was	appointed	 to	a	five-year	 term	
on	the	Ohio	Optical	Dispensers	Board.	Rohlf	has	been	a	dual-
licensed	optician	for	28	years.

Ryan	Corte,	class	of	2012,	received	an	Ohio	State	University	
Board	of	Trustees	Student	Recognition	Award.	Each	month,	the	

Dr. Donald E. Jarnagin

Drs. Sandra Block, Christine Allison 
and Geoffrey Goodfellow with 
ICO’s Special Olympics Illinois 
Outstanding Organization of the 
Year award.

Dr. Sunny M. Sanders

Dr. Heather McLeod, ICO Assistant 
Professor, tests the Indirect 
Ophthalmoscope Simulator.

(School News cont’d on page 7)
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Board recognizes two exemplary students from two different 
colleges, nominated by their respective deans. The students who 
receive this award may stand out in the academic arena, dem-
onstrate	outstanding	research	in	his/her	field,	promote	diversity	
and/or excel in civic/university service.

PCO Hosts 
AOCLE Meeting 

The Pennyslvania College of Optometry at Salus University 
(PCO)	was	the	site	of	the	2011	annual	meeting	of	the	Associa-
tion	 of	 Contact	 Lens	 Educators	 (AOCLE),	 June	 2-5.	 Contact	
lens	 educators	 from	 all	 22	 North	American	 schools	 and	 col-
leges of optometry participated, along with representatives from 
several supporting companies, to exchange ideas and network 
to enhance contact lens education. At the conference’s awards 
presentation,	PCO’s	Dr.	Joel	Silbert	received	the	Janoff	Memo-
rial	Award,	presented	annually	to	the	AOCLE	member	who	has	
demonstrated excellence in the area of contact lens-related pub-
lications, contact lens education and research. The late Dr. Lester 
Janoff was a Professor at PCO and taught Dr. Silbert when he 
was a student.  

PCO	students	have	been	in	the	news	as	well.	Ian	McWherter,	
a	member	 of	 the	 class	 of	 2012,	 is	 this	 year’s	Varilux	Optom-
etry	Student	Bowl	champion.	The	competition	marked	the	20th	

anniversary of the 
popular Bowl coor-
dinated	 by	 Essilor	
of America. Stand-
ing on their chairs 
wearing	 fluores-
cent yellow T-shirts 
and	 fluorescent	
hats, PCO students 
cheered their col-
league on to victory 
with noisemakers 
and posters. In ad-
dition to bragging 
rights, Ian brought 
home	 $1,000	 and	

the coveted crystal trophy for PCO. The second- and third-place 
winners, from Northeastern State University Oklahoma College 
of Optometry and Southern California College of Optometry, re-
ceived	$750	and	$500,	respectively.	The	University	of	Missouri	
at St. Louis College of Optometry won this year’s Spirit Award.

In addition, Abby Brubaker and James Deom, both members of 
the	class	of	2012,	won	the	$20,000	top	prize	in	the	second	annual	
Walmart Project Foresight Competition. In this national competi-
tion, two-student teams develop business plans for their envisioned 
practice of the future. The Brubaker and Deom plan was for a non-
profit	organization	to	provide	eyecare	for	college	students.	

Dr. Buzzelli Named 
RSO Acting Dean

Dr. Hani Ghazi-Birry has stepped 
away from his position as Dean of 
the University of the Incarnate Word 
Rosenberg	 School	 of	 Optometry	 due	
to health reasons, and Dr. Andrew Buz-
zelli has been named Acting Dean.

In addition to working in private 
practice, Dr. Buzzelli was Chief of Op-
tometry	 for	 the	 105th	Military	Airlift	
Wing and Assistant to the Air Force 
Surgeon General. He served on the 

Board of Trustees at Salus University and was an Associate Pro-
fessor of Optometry at PCO and a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the New Jersey Academy of Optometry. He is one of 
40 optometrists in the world to have been awarded Diplomate 
status in Binocular Vision and Visual Perception by the Ameri-
can Academy of Optometry.

SCO Bestows 
Honorary Degrees

Southern College of Optometry (SCO) awarded honorary 
degrees to two notable Kentuckians who have made lasting 
contributions to the profession. Outgoing American Optomet-

(School News cont’d on page 8)

(Cont’d from page 6)

AOCLE conference attendees onsite at PCO.

Winner Ian McWherter and fellow stu-
dents pose with the Varilux Optometry 
Student Bowl trophy.

Dr. Andrew Buzzelli

SCO President Dr. Richard Phillips, right, with honorary de-
gree recipients Darlene Eakin and Dr. Joe Ellis.
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ric	Association	(AOA)	President	Dr.	Joe	Ellis	received	the	Doc-
tor	of	Ocular	Science	degree.	A	1986	SCO	graduate,	Dr.	Ellis	
also	delivered	this	year’s	commencement	address	to	SCO’s	119	
graduates. 

Kentucky	Optometric	Association	 Executive	Director	Dar-
lene	Eakin,	CAE,	received	the	Doctor	of	Humane	Letters	de-
gree.	Considered	one	of	 the	most	 influential	 state	association	
leaders,	Eakin	 is	a	 former	member	of	SCO’s	Board	of	Trust-
ees. 

Also recently, SCO added several new faculty members: Drs. 
Michael	 Dasinger,	 Kelley	 Davis	 Dasinger,	 Wilson	 McGriff,	
Christina Newman and Pam Schnell. 

Dr. Wong to Head 
New SUNY Service

The State University of New York 
State College of Optometry (SUNY) 
appointed Dr. Thomas Wong to the 
position of Chief of Adult and Pediat-
ric	Primary	Eye	Care.	The	University	
Eye	Center	is	continuing	to	reorganize	
its patient care delivery system to bet-
ter serve its patients and to anticipate 
the changes associated with healthcare 
reform. The new Adult and Pediatric 
Service represents the integration of 

previously	 distinct	 units.	 Dr.	Wong	 has	 had	 an	 18-year	 career	
with Kaiser Permanente, where his responsibilities included both 
direct care and extensive administrative responsibilities.

Also	this	summer,	63	SUNY	students	and	five	faculty	members	
volunteered	 their	 time	 at	 the	 Special	 Olympics	Metro	Tourna-
ment	held	at	Queens	College	in	Flushing,	New	York.	Since	2001,	
the SUNY Optometry volunteer group has been organized by Dr. 
Joan Portello, Associate Professor of Clinical Sciences and Di-
rector of the Special Olympics Lions Club International (LCI) 
Opening	Eyes	program.

Dr. Smith Receives 
Donald Korb Award

For his work in slowing the progres-
sion of nearsightedness in children, Dr. 
Earl	L.	Smith,	III	received	the	Donald	
Korb	Award	 for	 Excellence	 from	 the	
AOA’s Contact Lens and Cornea Sec-
tion. Dr. Smith is Dean of the Univer-
sity of Houston College of Optom-
etry and Immediate Past-President of 
ASCO. 

 The Korb award is given in recog-
nition of innovation and leadership in 

the	field	of	contact	lenses	and	anterior	segment	disease.	It	takes	
into account those who have propelled the profession’s knowl-
edge base through novel research, made a major developmental 

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS (Cont’d from page 7)

impact on the profession and positively affected the way prac-
titioners manage their patients. Based on their research into 
the effects of vision on the optical development of the eye, Dr. 
Smith and his colleagues brought myopia-slowing eyeglasses 
to	market	in	2010.	They	are	partnering	with	researchers	at	the	
Brien Holden Vision Institute in Australia to develop contact 
lenses for implementing the same strategy.  

Dr. Haine Retires 
from WUCO

After a 40-year career in optometry, including several years as 
Associate Dean of Clinical Affairs at the Western University of 
Health Sciences College of Optometry (WUCO), Dr. Charles L. 
Haine	has	retired.	Dr.	Haine	joined	WUCO	in	2008	before	there	

were any students or faculty. He was instrumental in the initial 
accreditation process, the planning stages for the pre-clinical 
laboratories	and	the	design	of	the	on-campus	Eye	Care	Center.	
His	legacy	will	live	on	at	WUCO	through	the	Hays-Haine	En-
dowed Family Scholarship that he and his wife, Connie, founded 
to assist future students with their dreams of practicing in under-
served communities. Dr. Haine plans to continue his service with 
the	Optometry	Residency	Matching	Service.

Dr.	Robert	Gordon	is	WUCO’s	new	Associate	Dean	of	Clini-
cal Affairs.

Student Group Focus: 
Private Practice
Optometry	students	representing	17	schools	and	colleges	have	

formed the Student Optometric Leadership Network (SOLN) 
with	 the	 goals	 of	 providing	 national	 unification	 and	 recogni-
tion of student optometric private practice and practice manage-
ment organizations, supporting local organization leaders, and 
promoting the future of private practice optometry. In the next 
year, SOLN will develop a functional infrastructure, launch a 
Web site, develop a list of non-biased speakers willing to address 

Dr. Thomas Wong

Dr. Earl L. Smith, III

(School News cont’d on page 9)

Dr. Charles L. Haine, center, with Drs. Frank Spors and 
Maryke Neiberg at a WUCO Hays-Haine Benefit Symposium.
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topics related to private practice, and compile resources to aid 
student practice management and private practice organizations. 

The group welcomes ideas from optometry students, practice 
management educators, optometry school administrations and 
other optometric organizations regarding ways to better serve 
its fellow students and promote private practice as a profession. 
Contact Kristin O’Brien at soln.information@gmail.com.

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS (Cont’d from page 8)

mailto:soln.information@gmail.com


Founded	in	2001,	Ophthonix	Inc.	is	a	San	Diego	area-based,	venture-funded	ophthalmic	com-
pany that manufactures vision detection, measurement and correction technologies to transform the 
way	consumers	see	their	world.	Ophthonix	offers	the	iZon	Lens	System,	the	first	fully	integrated	
solution that has established a new standard in vision care and takes patients to a new level of cor-
rection.
The	iZon	High	Resolution	Lens	provides	patients	with	the	benefits	of	high-definition	vision.	The	

iZon lens is produced from the patient’s iPrint, as measured by the Z-View WavefrontAberrometer, 
and includes all second- to sixth-order aberrations of the eye. The uniquely designed three-layer 
iZon lens provides patients with superior vision, including clinically demonstrated improved night 
driving vision and contrast acuity.

Generated exclusively by using cutting-edge freeform technology, iZon lenses are setting a new 
standard for vision correction. With a full line of single vision, progressive and specialty lenses, 
patients	can	experience	high-definition	vision	just	about	anywhere.

For more information, visit http://www.izonlens.com.

INDUSTRY 
SPOTLIGHT

Ophthonix Inc.

10
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http://www.izonlens.com
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Tear Film Scan 
Added to Keratograph

Oculus	has	added	tear	film	scanning	to	
the capabilities of its Keratograph. Using 
noninvasive placido ring technology pro-
jected onto the anterior corneal surface, 
tear	film	alterations	are	automatically	de-
tected and tear break-up time is measured. 
Altered areas can be exactly located and 
represented using an inserted grid. Pa-
tients can be given a color representation 
of	their	personal	tear	film	quality.

To evaluate quantity as well as qual-
ity,	 the	 Keratograph	 tear	 film	 scan	 also	
precisely measures the height of the tear 
meniscus much like it would be measured 
with a digital video slip lamp. For more 
information, visit www.oculususa.com.

Multifocal Contact 
Lenses, Fitting 
Approach Debut

CooperVision	 Inc.	 launched	 Biofin-
ity	 Multifocal,	 the	 latest	 addition	 to	 the	
Biofinity	 family	 of	monthly	 replacement	
contact lenses. The new lenses combine 
the	BiofinityAsphere	 and	Toric	 lens	ma-
terial with the company’s Balanced Pro-
gressive Technology. In clinical testing, 
Biofinity	Multifocal	 lenses	 outperformed	
other brands in a range of measurements, 
including end-of-the-day comfort, vi-
sion quality and intent to continue with a 
lens, and patients rated them as superior 
for overall satisfaction after two weeks of 
wear.

CooperVision worked closely with eye-
care practitioners to develop a streamlined 
fitting	approach	designed	to	make	it	easier	
for	 doctors	 to	 fit	 their	 patients	 and	 offer	
them an ideal combination of ease, com-
fort and eye health. Visit www.coopervi-
sion.com for product details.

Students Receive 
VSP Scholarships

In the past calendar year, VSP has do-
nated	 $136,000	 to	 fund	 scholarships	 for	
optometry	students.	Each	school	with	full	
enrollment	 received	 two	 $4,000	 scholar-
ships	 to	 help	 fourth-year	 students	 finance	
their	final	year	of	education.		Schools	that	
opened	 in	 2009	 are	 not	 currently	 funded	
because they do not yet have fourth-year 
classes. Schools are asked to select stu-
dents who demonstrate clinical excellence 
and have expressed a desire to pursue a 
career in private practice. The most recent 
scholarship recipients are:

•	 Sara	McGowan	and	Ben	Pendergrass,	
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
School of Optometry (UABSO)

•	 Pam	 Satjawatcharaphon	 and	 Britta	
Hansen, University of California at 
Berkeley School of Optometry (UCB)

•	 Beth	Robinson	and	Kassaundra	Strick-
land, University of Houston College of 
Optometry (UHCO)

•	 Melissa	Liepins	and	Brady	Turner,	Il-
linois College of Optometry (ICO)

•	 Kevin	Bosch	and	Sunni	Stewart,	Indi-
ana University School of Optometry 
(IUSO)

•		 Jamie	Humenuik	and	Brent	Wilkinson,	
New	 England	 College	 of	 Optometry	
(NECO)

•		 Nikki	Yee	and	Jennifer	Koh,	State	Uni-
versity of New York State College of 
Optometry (SUNY)

•		 Ernesto	 Cepero	 and	 Valerie	 Croteau,	

Nova Southeastern University College 
of Optometry (NOVA)

•		 Travis	Kliewer	and	Andrea	Sis,	North-
eastern State University Oklahoma 
College of Optometry (NSUOCO)

•	 Brian	 Dornbos	 and	 Andrea	 Sewell,	
Michigan	College	of	Optometry	at	Fer-
ris	State	University	(MCO)

•		 Erin	 Brooks	 and	 Stephanie	 Loy,	 Uni-
versity	of	Missouri	at	St.	Louis	College	
of	Optometry	(UMSL)

•		 Joseph	 Conrad	 and	 Monica	 Roy,	 The	
Ohio State University College of Op-
tometry (OSU)

•		 Julia	 Sirriani	 and	 Kristen	 Gaus,	 Pa-
cific	University	College	 of	Optometry	
(PUCO)

•		 Matthew	McGuigan	and	Dana	Webster,	
Pennsylvania College of Optometry at 
Salus University (PCO)

•		 Manuel	Muniz	and	Ivan	Velazquez,	In-
ter	American	University	of	Puerto	Rico	
School	of	Optometry	(IAUPR)

•		 Samuel	Winston	and	Heidi	Hunt,	South-
ern College of Optometry (SCO)

•	 Jane	 Kuo	 and	 Stephanie	 Nguyen,	
Southern California College of Optom-
etry (SCCO).

CL Program Helps 
Patients in Need

Patients who are receiving care in the 
clinics of the schools and colleges of op-
tometry but are not able to afford contact 
lenses may qualify for free contact lenses 
through Adopt a Patient, a program of-
fered by CooperVision Inc. and VSP Vi-
sion Care. The program gives optometry 
students the opportunity to “adopt a pa-
tient”	 during	 their	 clinical	 rotations	 and	
provide that patient with full contact lens 
services free of charge.

CooperVision created the program in 
2007,	 donating	 contact	 lenses	 to	 provide	
third- and fourth-year optometry students 
the ability to do something special for eli-
gible patients who prefer contact lenses as 
well	as	gain	additional	fitting	experience.	
VSP has joined as a partner so that the 
schools and colleges can recoup the cost 
of	the	eye	exam	and	contact	lens	fitting.		

To	 order	 gift	 certificates	 for	 the	 eye	
exam, contact VSP’s Dana Beards at da-
nabe@vsp.com. To order contact lenses, 

(Industry News cont’d on page 12)
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contact	 CooperVision’s	 Mark	 Andre	 at	
mandre@coopervision.com.

CL Solution Contains 
New Wetting Agent

Alcon recently launched Opti-Free 
PureMoist	 Multi-Purpose	 Disinfecting	
Solution, which contains the proprietary 
synthetic block copolymer wetting agent 
HydraGlyde	Moisture	Matrix.	 The	 com-
pany says this new contact lens solution 
demonstrates the ability to provide 16 
hours of lens wettability. 

The wetting agent is designed to em-
bed itself on and within the lens surface. 
It improves the hydrophilic properties of 
silicone hydrogel lenses and has a high af-
finity	for	the	hydrophobic	areas	of	all	soft	
contact lenses that are not wetted by the 
tear	film.	These	attributes	reduce	lipid	and	
protein deposition and enhance comfort. 

The new solution also provides the 
strong	 antimicrobial	 efficacy	 associated	
with	the	Polyquad/Aldox/EDTA	disinfec-
tant system. For more information, visit 
www.optifreepuremoist.com. 

No-Glare Resource 
Available for ECPs

Essilor	 of	 America	 has	 launched	 No-
Glare.com, a new digital resource for 
eyecare	 professionals	 (ECPs)	 and	 their	
patients, developed to drive further under-
standing	 about	 the	 benefits	 of	 No-Glare	
lenses. The site offers eight training videos 
for	ECPs	that	feature	real-life	situations	to	
explain how both children and adults will 
benefit	from	No-Glare	 lenses.	ECPs	who	
correctly answer simple multiple-choice 
questions at the end of each video will re-
ceive	a	certificate	from	Essilor	stating	that	
they have completed the No-Glare training 
program. The entire course takes less than 
30 minutes to complete, and registration 
is free with the creation of a new online 
account.	The	first	250	ECPs	 to	complete	

(Cont’d from page 11)

the	training	will	receive	a	$50	general	use	
gift card. To learn more about No-Glare 
lenses or access the training videos, visit 
No-Glare.com/training.

Earlier	this	summer,	Essilor	of	America	
announced	the	17	winners	of	its	2011	Vari-
lux Student Grant Awards, a nationwide 
competition among optometry students. 
Winners	received	$1,000	each,	and	Laura	
Talianu, a fourth-year student at ICO, was 
honored with the national award for the 
winning case study she submitted, “New 
Onset Presbyopia and VariluxPhysio Pro-
gressive	Lenses.”

In	addition,	 as	 it	 has	done	 since	2002,	
Essilor	served	as	the	exclusive	global	sup-
plier of corrective lenses for the Special 
Olympics-Lions Club International Open-
ing	Eyes	 vision	 care	 program.	This	 year	
at the Special Olympics World Summer 
Games	in	Athens	from	June	25	to	July	4,	
the	 company	 supplied	 more	 than	 2,500	
eyeglass lenses to the participating ath-
letes.

ASCO Corporate Contributors*
ASCO appreciates the continued support it received from the follow-

ing	companies	for	its	national	programs	and	activities	that	benefit	all	the	
schools and colleges of optometry:

	 Abbott	Medical	Optics	 Alcon
 Allergan Bausch + Lomb
	 Carl	Zeiss	Vision	/	Carl	Zeiss	Meditec	 Ciba	Vision	
 Compulink Business Systems CooperVision
	 Essilor	of	America	 Haag-Streit	
	 HEINE		 The	HOYA	Free-Form	Company
	 Keeler	Instruments	 Luxottica/EyeMed	Vision	Care
	 Marco	 Marchon
	 M&S	Technologies	 Oculus
 Ophthonix Inc. Optos North America
	 Review	of	Optometry		 Safilo	Group
 TLC Vision Transitions Optical Inc.
 Vision Service Plan Vision Source!
 Vistakon, Division of Johnson Volk Optical Inc.
 & Johnson Vision Care Inc. 
 Walmart Stores Inc.

*As of July 1, 2011

(Industry News cont’d on page 13)

Opti-Free PureMoist Multi-Purpose Dis-
infecting Solution provides strong anti-
microbial efficacy and contains a unique 
wetting agent.

mailto:mandre@coopervision.com
www.optifreepuremoist.com
No-Glare.com/training
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Two New Programs 
for Eyecare Practices

Transitions Optical Inc. introduced a new 
awards program to formally acknowledge 
and celebrate loyal eyecare practice 
partners who are actively promoting 
healthy sight to their patients and within 
their local communities. Through the 
Transitions	 Eyecare	 Practice	 of	 the	Year	
awards	program,	up	to	 three	finalists	will	
be recognized in December for their year-
long achievements, and one practice will 
be	 named	 the	 “2011	 Eyecare	 Practice	 of	
the	Year”	 during	Transitions	Academy	 in	
January	2012.	

To be considered for the award, 
practices must complete a nomination 
form or be nominated by a laboratory, lens 
manufacturer or industry organization. 
Nominations	 are	 due	 by	 Nov.	 5,	 2011.	
For a nomination form and information 
about eligibility, submission guidelines 
and prizes, visit www.Transitions.com/
ECPoftheYear or contact customer service 
at	(800)	848-1506.

The company also launched a new, 
interactive Web-based tool called the 
Transitions	 MAP	 (Market	 Area	 Profile)	
program.	 Transitions	 MAP	 identifies	
key consumer segments in a practice’s 
geographic area. It provides detailed 
information about the vision needs and 
behaviors of target audiences and suggests 
marketing tactics to help reach “high 
value”	patients.	 It	 also	offers	 insight	 into	
who might be competing for business in 
the area.

The	 Transitions	 MAP	 program	 is	
available free-of-charge through the 
Transitions Optical trade portal at www.
Transitions.com/Pro.

New Imaging Device 
Features Portability

The portable Pictor imager from Volk 
Optical captures still and video images of 
eye structures and is ideal for use in off-
site clinics and for examining pediatric and 
nonambulatory patients. The Pictor weighs 
one	pound	and	fits	with	its	accessories	into	
a small briefcase. It includes two modules. 
The	Retinal	module	provides	a	45-degree	
nonmydriatic view of the fundus through 
pupils as small as 3 mm. The Anterior 
module for imaging the surface of the 
eye	 has	 a	 series	 of	 cobalt	 blue	LEDs	 for	
fluorescent	imaging.

The Pictor produces high-resolution jpeg 
images that easily upload to a computer 
and are adaptable to any patient database 
system.	The	files	 can	 be	 used	 for	 patient	
records or shared for remote diagnosis and 
consultation. For more information, visit 
www.volk.com.

“Think About Your 
Eyes” Achieving its 
Goals
The	 “Think	 About	 Your	 Eyes”	 public	

awareness campaign initiated by the 
Foundation	for	Eye	Health	Awareness	has	
been	recognized	with	several	awards.	Most	
recently,	the	International	Public	Relations	
Association	 named	 the	 campaign	 a	 2011	
Golden World Award Winner for its launch 
activities in New York and Chicago last 
summer.

According to the foundation, Think 
About	Your	Eyes	generated	more	than	213.5	
million paid, earned and owned media 
impressions	last	year	and	has	driven	a	36%	
improvement in the number of new patients 
scheduling comprehensive eye exams since 
its launch. The multi-faceted campaign 
educates consumers about the importance 
of vision health and comprehensive eye 
exams.	Essilor,	Luxottica,	VSP	Global	and	
Transitions Optical are partners in funding 
the	initiative.	To	learn	more,	contact	Mike	
Daley at mdaley@ehafoundation.org or 
(703)	548-2896.

Awards Recognize 
CL Patient Care

The American Optometric Foundation 
announced	 the	 2011	 recipients	 of	 the	
Vistakon	Award	of	Excellence	 in	Contact	
Lens Patient Care. The award recognizes 
outstanding fourth-year student clinicians 
who have demonstrated excellent overall 
knowledge	 of	 the	 contact	 lens	 field	 plus	
skillful, considerate and professional 
care of contact lens patients during their 
optometric education.

This year’s recipients are Dr. Stefanie 
Ratermann,	 ICO;	 Dr.	 Colby	 Fletcher,	
IUSO;	 Dr.	 Charlie	 C.	 Dao,	 IAUPR;	 Dr.	
Lauren	EvonneQuaine,	MCO;	Dr.	Yin-Yin	
Aung,	 NECO;	 Dr.	 Natalie	 Cathy	 Pham,	
NSUOCO;	 Dr.	 Brian	 Paul,	 NOVA;	 Dr.	
Brittany	Nelson,	PUCO;	Dr.	Lindsey	Beth	
Barouh,	 PCO;	Dr.	Veronica	Woi,	 SCCO;	
Dr.	 Katherine	 Paulsen,	 SCO;	 Dr.	 Dana	
Beth	Pollack,	SUNY;	Dr.	Joseph	S.	Conrad,	
OSU;	Dr.	Sheila	Karst	Morris,	UABSO;	Dr.	
Pam	Satjawatcharaphong,	UCB;	Dr.	Katie	
Wicks,	UHCO;	Dr.	Derek	Wiles,	UMSL;	
Dr.	Richard	Wardé,	University	of	Montreal	
School	of	Optometry;	and	Dr.	Tanya	Marie	
Polonenko, University of Waterloo School 
of Optometry.

Winners	 received	 $1,000	 awards	 and	
personalized plaques commemorating 
their accomplishment.

The Pictor imager is portable, ideal for 
examining convalescing, geriatric and 
pediatric patients. 
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