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ASCO Board Supports 
Consistency, Reliability 
and Fairness of CSE
Directors address additional 
issues at Nov. 16 meeting

At its Nov. 16 meeting in San Fran-
cisco, CA, the Association of Schools and 
Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) Board of 
Directors stated that it “firmly supports 
the continued development, reliability, 
consistency and fairness of the National 
Board Part III Clinical Skills Examina-
tion (CSE).” A consensus could not be 
reached, however, on a motion supporting 
one-site administration of the CSE.

In other business, the ASCO Board 
adopted a revised vision for achieving 
diversity and cultural competence in 
optometric education and patient care. 
Cynthia Heard, OD, FAAO, Chair of the 
Optometry Diversity and Cultural Com-
petency Committee, presented the plan. 
The committee’s Strategic Plan 2010-
2020 includes two main strategic areas: 1) 
increase optometric student diversity with 
an emphasis on traditionally underrepre-
sented; and 2) assist schools and colleges 
with the institutionalization of diversity 
and cultural competency. Under these 
strategic areas, specific goals are listed. 

ASCO NEWS
For a copy of the strategic plan, please 
contact Paige Pence, ASCO Director of 
Student Affairs, at ppence@opted.org.

Also at the November meeting, the 
Board approved a “Code of Ethics and 
Statement of Values” policy for the Asso-
ciation and a charge for the newly estab-
lished International Optometric Educa-
tion Standing Committee.

ASCO President 
Receives Prentice 
Medal

ASCO President 
Earl L. Smith III, 
OD, PhD, FAAO, 
G r e e m a n - P e t t y 
Professor and Dean 
of the College 
of Optometry at 
the University of 
Houston, is the 
2010 recipient of the 
prestigious Charles F. 
Prentice Medal from 

the American Academy of Optometry. 
Each year, the award honors an outstanding 
scientist who has contributed significantly 
to the advancement of knowledge through 
research in the visual sciences.
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Earl L. Smith III, 
OD, PhD, FAAO

Dr. Smith’s primary research interests 
are focused on the effects of normal 
and abnormal visual experience on the 
developing visual system. For the past 
15 years, his research has concentrated 
on the role of vision in regulating 
refractive development and eye growth. 
Dr. Smith is currently involved in the 
development of glasses and contact lenses 
intended to control myopia progression 
by manipulating peripheral optics. This 
represents a fundamental shift in the 
approach to optical interventions for 
controlling refractive development and is 
based on the discovery that the peripheral 
retinal image plays a major part in 
stimulating eye growth and myopia.

(ASCO News cont’d on page 2)
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The Prentice Medal award was 
established in 1958. Past recipients 
include Drs. Jacob Sivak, Ian Bailey, Ron 
Harwerth, Judah Folkman and the late 
Merton Flom.

Dr. Shipp to be Next 
President of APHA

Melvin D. Shipp, 
OD, MPH, DrPH, 
Dean of The Ohio 
State University 
College of Optom-
etry and Immedi-
ate Past President 
of ASCO, has 
been elected Pres-
ident-Elect of the 
American Public 
Health Associa-
tion (APHA). The 

APHA is the oldest and most diverse or-
ganization of public health professionals 
in the world and has been working to im-
prove public health since 1872.  

Dr. Shipp has been an active APHA 
member for more than 25 years. He 
has advised and served several federal 
institutions, including the Food and Drug 
Administration, the Health Resources and 
Services Administration, the National Eye 
Institute (NEI) of the National Institutes of 
Health, and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). He was a member 
of the NEI Planning Committee for the 
National Eye Health Education Project, a 
nationwide program aimed at preventing 
blindness through public and professional 
education. In 2006, he co-chaired the 
development of a CDC-sponsored vision 
health initiative, Improving the Nation’s 
Vision Health: A Coordinated Public 
Health Approach. He is currently a 
member of Prevent Blindness America’s 
National Board of Directors.

Dr. Shipp’s term as APHA president will 
run from November 2011 to November 
2013. ASCO will formally honor him 
with a resolution and presentation during 
its June 2011 annual meeting.

New Staff Members 
Join ASCO

ASCO welcomed three new members to 
its staff this fall.

• Christina Doyle, Manager, Adminis-
trative Services/Executive Assistant. 
Christie’s responsibilities include of-
fice operations and management, as-
sociation-wide database management, 
member and new member services, 
meetings and programs assistance, 
award program administration and a 
variety of special projects. For a com-
plete list, visit the ASCO Web site, 
www.opted.org. 

 Before coming to ASCO, Christie 
was an Associate at America’s Health 
Plans, a Washington D.C.-based trade 
association. She is a graduate of the 
University of Maryland, where she 
studied Communications. Christie can 
be reached at (301) 231-5944 ext. 3015 
or cdoyle@opted.org.

•  Carol Brubaker, Manager, Professional 
Affairs. Carol is rejoining the ASCO 
staff after having worked with the or-
ganization from 1998-2002. She works 
part-time from Virginia Beach, VA. 
She works with the ASCO committees 
focused on Academic Affairs, Clinical 

Affairs and Resi-
dency Affairs as 
well as the Resi-
dency Educators 
Special Interest 
Group. Carol is 
also involved 
with the Cul-
tural Competen-
cy Curriculum 
Guidelines Sub-

committee of the Optometry Diversity 
and Cultural Competency Committee.

 Carol has nearly two decades of higher 
education-related association experi-
ence with an emphasis on volunteer 
management/relations, educational 
program and product design/market-
ing, project management, television 
course production, information ac-
cess and dissemination, event plan-
ning and publications production. She 
can be reached at (757) 491-6993 or  
cbrubaker@opted.org.

•  Desiree Ifft, Managing Editor. Desiree 
is an independent contractor respon-
sible for managing ASCO’s Eye on 
Education newsletter and Optometric 
Education journal. Based near Phila-
delphia, PA, she owns Certus Com-
munications, which specializes in eye 
care writing, editing and editorial con-
sulting. Desiree has more than 20 years 
of professional journalism experience, 
having held several positions at daily 
newspapers and eye care-related pub-
lications. She can be reached at (215) 
641-0122 or difft@opted.org.

ASCO Announces New 
Future Faculty Program

ASCO is pleased to announce its 
new Future Faculty Program, funded 
by a generous grant from Walmart. The 
program’s goal is to provide graduate 
students with an opportunity to gain 
the knowledge and skills to enhance 
their success in an optometric academic 
environment as career-long, productive 
faculty. This represents a major initiative 
by ASCO to address its strategic priority 
for faculty promotion and development.

This highly competitive program will be 
offered to 15 graduate students in its first 
year, with plans to expand the following 
year. Applicants must be enrolled in a 
full-time graduate program at an ASCO 
member institution and demonstrate a 
strong interest in pursuing a career in 
academic optometry.

As co-chairs, Shilpa Register, OD, 
MS, FAAO, and David Troilo, PhD, 
FAAO, will develop and implement 
the program. It will be centered on the 
unique and important issues that graduate 
students face as they embark on a career 
in optometric education. Participants will 
be aided in this process by the program 
leadership and assigned mentors. 

The Future Faculty Program will be 
held in conjunction with ASCO’s highly 
successful Summer Institute for Faculty 
Development, July 16-17, 2011 at the Eric 
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Carol Brubaker

(Cont’d from page 1)
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P. Newman Center of the University of 
Washington Medical Center in St. Louis, 
MO. Applications will be available to 
the schools and colleges of optometry in 
January 2011.

Applications Available 
for Student Award in 
Clinical Ethics

The annual Student Award in Clinical 
Ethics, sponsored by CIBA Vision Corp., 
is available to students in the final two 
years of their professional program at an 
ASCO-affiliated school or college in the 
United States, Puerto Rico and Canada. 
The application consists of an essay of up 
to 1,500 words describing a patient-based 
case study that the student encountered 
as part of his or her clinical learning 
experience. The essay must describe and 
discuss the ethical theories and values 
used in the decision-making process and 
address relevant state laws relating to 
the case (if applicable). The essay must 
be submitted in a publishable format, 
including references.

Each school or college of optometry 
is permitted to submit only one essay. A 
committee appointed by the ASCO Ethics 
Educators Special Interest Group will 
choose one national award recipient. The 
essay, publication release form and a digital 
photo of the student must be submitted 
electronically to the ASCO national office 
by March 28, 2011. The winner will be 
announced by April 15, 2011. The award 
will consist of a plaque and a cash award 
of $1,000, and the essay will be published 
in the journal Optometric Education.

Each school/college should submit its 
winning essay electronically to Christie 
Doyle, ASCO Manager of Administrative 
Services, at cdoyle@opted.org.

Health Literacy 
Conference Drafts Core 
Competencies

Sandra Block, OD, MEd, Associate 
Dean and Professor of Optometry at the 
Illinois College of Optometry, represented 
ASCO at an invitational conference of 
literacy experts and educators convened 
by Health Literacy Missouri, the St. Louis 
College of Pharmacy and the Federation 
of Associations of Schools of the Health 
Professions (FASHP).

The conference, held Oct. 7-8 in St. 
Louis, MO, critically examined core 
competencies in health literacy for health 
professions graduates and the availability 
of educational resources to adequately 
prepare them. Participants included faculty 
and administrators at health professions 
schools, health literacy experts and patient 
advocates.

According to a Health Literacy Missouri 
press release, participants drafted a set 
of core competencies encompassing the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and practice 
behaviors relevant to any care provider in 
the health system. Preliminary consensus 
on the competencies was achieved, and 
further refinements will be incorporated 
using a Delphi method for providing 
expert review.

The conference was a response to the 
National Action Plan to Improve Health 
Literacy, which the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services issued in May.

Partnership Foundation 
Elects AOA President-
Elect to Board

The Board of Directors of the Partner-
ship Foundation for Optometric Education 
approved the nomination of Dori Carlson, 
OD, as an American Optometric Associa-
tion (AOA) representative to the Board. 
Dr. Carlson, AOA President-Elect, takes 
the place of Joe Ellis, OD, who has com-
pleted his tenure. The Partnership Board 
thanked Dr. Ellis for his service.

The Partnership Board met on 
November 18 during the American 
Academy of Optometry annual meeting in 
San Francisco, CA, at which time it also 
focused on generating renewed interest in 
the purpose of the Partnership Foundation, 
which is investing to fund optometric 
education in the future. The Board will 
hold a strategic planning session in March 
2011 to discuss the Partnership’s future 
objectives and goals.  

The Partnership Foundation would 
like to acknowledge and thank all of its 
Contributing Partners for their continued 
support and generosity. It looks forward 
to working with all its Contributing 
Partners to build a stronger and dedicated 
Foundation that will benefit the next 
generation of practitioners. 

For more information about the 
Partnership Foundation for Optometric 
Education, contact Director Christine 
Armstrong at (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018 or 
carmstrong@opted.org.

Chief Academic 
Officers Monitor 
Key ASCO Faculty 
Programs

ASCO’s Chief Academic Officers 
(CAO) professional group met Nov. 13 
in San Francisco, CA, to monitor the 
progress of the 2011 Summer Institute 
for Faculty Development event and the 
Future Faculty Program, two signature 
ASCO faculty-related programs, and to 
identify key future issues. Lewis Reich, 
OD, PhD, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, Southern College of Optometry, 
chaired the meeting.

 The next CAO business meeting 
is scheduled for June 13, 2011 in Salt 
Lake City, UT (in conjunction with 
the American Optometric Association 
annual meeting). Dr. Reich will chair the 
meeting, and potential topics include: 
status of the cultural competency project, 
minority recruitment (can lessons gleaned 
from students be applied to faculty 
recruitment?), clinical thinking, NBEO 
test construction and single-site report, 
an interprofessional workshop, and best 
practices in professionalism and ethics.

ASCO NEWS (Cont’d from page 2)
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ASCO Special Interest Group 
(SIG) News

Special interest groups (SIGs) were created within ASCO as a 
primary means of implementing the ASCO mission of “fulfilling 
the leadership role in the optometric education enterprise.” The 
purpose of SIGs is to provide forums for professional staff, ad-
ministrators and faculty with common responsibilities to commu-
nicate directly with each other and to provide advice and counsel 
to the ASCO Board of Directors on issues related to their areas 
of interest. Participation is open to individuals designated by the 
deans and presidents of active ASCO member institutions.

Binocular Vision and Perception Educators 
The Binocular Vision and Perception Educators SIG held its 

annual meeting in San Francisco, CA, on Nov. 19. The meet-
ing was chaired by Don Lyon, OD. For additional informa-
tion, please contact LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org 
or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3012. 

Clinic Directors/Administrators
The Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG held its 2010 work-

shop in Birmingham, AL, Sept. 30-Oct. 2. Joseph Fleming, OD, 
Chief of Staff, and Rod Nowakowski, OD, PhD, Interim Dean, 
and ASCO Board Liaison to the SIG, extended a warm welcome 
from the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) School 
of Optometry and the ASCO Board of Directors. A total of 41 at-
tendees representing 21 schools and colleges of optometry partici-
pated. The University of the Incarnate Word School of Optometry 
was a first-time participant. (The School has since been renamed 
the Sandra and Stanley Rosenberg School of Optometry.)

Elizabeth Woodcock, MBA, of Atlanta, GA, presented “Ap-
pointment No-Show Management” and “Stimulus Package: Get 
Paid to Implement an EMR.” Ms. Woodcock is nationally rec-
ognized for her outstanding presentations and writings aimed at 
improving the business of health and medicine.

The SIG also held its annual business meeting, at which time it 
voted to change the term of office for the Chair and Chair-Elect 
from one year to two years. Jim Venable, OD, FCOVD, assumed 
the position of Chair, and Kimberly Lambreghts, OD, was desig-
nated Chair-Elect.

Richard D. Sanders, JD, presented “Hot Legal Topics for Pro-
viders: What has Congress Done Lately,” and Melanie Perry pre-
sented “Economic Marketing Strategies for the Clinic.” The Lunch 
and Learn session featured Roger Wilson, OD, Vice President for 
Health Center Programs of the New England Eye Institute, who 
spoke on the Optometry Workforce Development Initiative for 
Community Health Centers. 

Dr. Fleming and Richard Stroud, UAB Eye Care Practice Man-
ager, presented “A Decade of Change,” discussing the changes 
that had taken place at the school over the past 10 years. Work-
shop participants also took a guided tour of the UAB School of 
Optometry and clinic.

This year’s Sponsor Exhibit Session included ABBA Optical, 
Abbott Medical Optics, Alcon, Allergan, Bausch & Lomb, Carl 
Zeiss Meditec, Carl Zeiss Vision, Ciba Vision, Compulink Busi-
ness Systems, Essilor of America, Haag-Streit, Heine, Hoya Vi-

sion, Innova Systems, Keeler Instruments, Marco, M&S Tech-
nologies, Optos, Transitions, Vision Service Plan, Vistakon and 
Volk Optical. ABBA Optical, Heine, Innova and Transitions were 
first-time sponsors.

For more information, contact ASCO Senior Consultant Lester 
Caplan, OD, MEd, at lcacc@comcast.net or (410) 484-6373. 

Clinical Optometric Methods and Procedures 
Instructors

Among the topics addressed during the Nov. 16 meeting of 
the Clinical Optometric Methods and Procedures Instructors SIG 
was the role of technology in teaching clinical methods and pro-
cedures. Other topics were electronic medical records, the use 
of podcasts, and the advantages and disadvantages of automated 
versus manual equipment in both the teaching laboratory and 
clinic. In addition, Catherine Hines, OD, provided an update on 
single-site administration of the National Board Part III Clinical 
Skills Examination.

The meeting, held in San Francisco, CA, was generously spon-
sored by Heine, Keeler and Marco and attended by 26 represen-
tatives from the schools and colleges of optometry. For further 
information regarding this SIG, contact Mark Rosenfield, OD, 
PhD, FAAO, at mrosenfield@sunyopt.edu or LaShawn Sidbury 
at lsidbury@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3012.

Continuing Education Directors
The Continuing Education Directors SIG met in conjunction 

with the annual meeting of the American Academy of Optometry 
in San Francisco, CA, on Nov. 19, 2010. The group completed 
two goals for 2010 at the meeting. It compiled a list of available 
speakers from the schools and colleges, which will be used as a 
reference for designing CE programs. It also designed and deliv-
ered a panel of expert speakers to offer tips and advice to serve as 
the foundation for a Mentoring Program for Young Faculty.

The SIG hosted a Speaker Development Workshop with the 
purpose of interviewing a panel of experts, each with a different 
lecture style, who shared “pearls of wisdom” collected over many 
years as instructors and outside speakers. The guest panelists for 
the workshop were Richard Madonna, OD, MA, FAAO, Susan 
Cotter, OD, Carlo Pelino, OD, FAAO, Sherry Bass, OD, FAAO, 
FCOVD, and Kelly Nichols, OD, MPH, PhD, FAAO. The pan-
elists also provided ideas about topics to include in mentoring 
programs. Each panelist submitted a Power Point presentation 
that the CE Directors can utilize to begin a Mentoring Program 
for Young Faculty at their own institutions.

The SIG meeting agenda also included discussions about 
board certification, the effects of  Guidelines for Independent 
Continuing Education, the use of audience response devices for 
CE programs, and how best to communicate among the Direc-
tors going forward.

For more information, contact LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@
opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3012 or Susan Atkinson at  
satkinson@scco.edu.
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Development Directors 
Twenty representatives from the schools and colleges of op-

tometry attended the 2010 Development Directors SIG meeting 
on Nov. 18 in San Francisco, CA. Presentations included:

• “Effective Stewardship” by Nancy Broude, MEd, Vice Presi-
dent of Development and Alumni Affairs, NECO

• “Update from Orbees,” a demonstration by company CEO 
Ramesh Surapreneni, illustrating how to utilize Orbees for 
social networking

• “Grateful Patient Fundraising” by Larry Thal, OD, MBA, 
FAAO, Assistant Dean, External Relations & Development, 
UCB

• “Young Alumni Connections” by Lynne Corboy, MS, MPH, 
Director of Development, PCO

• “Performance Metrics” by Gayle Glanville, Director of Devel-
opment, OSU

• “Corporate Giving” by Melissa Mares, Director of Optometry 
Relations, UH.

Ms. Broude will chair the 2011 meeting in Boston, MA. 
For more information, contact Christine Armstrong at  
carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018. 

Ethics Educators
The Ethics Educators SIG held its annual meeting Nov. 19 

in San Francisco, CA. The meeting was attended by 15 faculty 
representatives, half of which were attending for the first time. 
Morris S. Berman, OD, MS, assumed responsibility for the 
meeting. John Classe, OD, JD, had served as chair for the past 
several years.

The keynote speaker was Christina Sorenson, OD, Assistant 
Dean of Clinical Education at Midwestern University, Arizona 
College of Optometry. Dr. Sorenson, President of the NBEO 
Board of Directors and Past President of ARBO, spoke about les-
sons learned from the recent investigation into NBEO examina-
tion “irregularities.”  Discussion points following her talk includ-
ed attitudes of the current generation of students, definitions of 
“irregularities,” reasons why students cheat, and implementation 
of codes of conduct at the schools and colleges of optometry.

The balance of the program focused on challenging issues in 
the teaching environment, including use of laptops in class and 
the decline in class attendance. An effort will be undertaken to 
survey SIG participants to share professional conduct codes and 
implementation of consequences for unethical behavior in pro-
fessional programs. The SIG participants were also reminded of 
the need to publicize the annual Student Award in Clinical Eth-
ics, which is sponsored by CIBA Vision Corp.

For more information, contact Dr. Berman at mberman@scco.
edu or LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org or (301) 231-
5944 ext. 301. 

Externship Directors
The Externship Directors SIG meeting, co-chaired by Greg 

Nixon, OD, FAAO, and Martina Fredericks, was held Sept. 30 
in San Francisco, CA. Twenty-four participants representing 22 
schools and colleges of optometry attended, including a first-
time participant, the University of the Incarnate Word School 

of Optometry. (The School has since been renamed the Sandra 
and Stanley Rosenberg School of Optometry.) Representatives 
from the Army, Navy and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
were also present. The Indian Health Service submitted a written 
report.

Frank Gibson, OD, joined Dr. Nixon and Ms. Fredericks in 
addressing the “Challenges of Evaluating Externs” from the 
perspective of each of their institutions. Discussion on the topic 
centered around how schools determine student readiness for ex-
ternship, methods of remediation, and processes for dealing with 
students who are unable to successfully complete an externship. 
Participants shared school guidelines regarding what informa-
tion preceptors are given about student performance prior to be-
ginning an externship.

In addition, Extern Preceptors Nathan Whitaker, OD, and 
James Fisk, OD, spoke on “Gaining Insight from a Preceptor’s 
Perspective.” Issues discussed following these presentations 
related to security, anti-discrimination, staffing, appointments, 
knowledge of externs’ strengths and weaknesses prior to assign-
ment, faculty status and school-preceptor interaction.

Drs. Nixon, Julie Schornack, OD, MEd, and Maria Parisi, 
OD, gave a presentation on the “Challenges of Externship As-
signment.” John Townsend, OD, FAAO, gave a report on the 
Veterans Administration Externship Program; Yancy York, OD, 
MBA, PhD, FAAO, reported on Navy externship opportunities; 
and Greg Hutcheson, OD, FAAO, reported on the Army Extern-
ship Program. Christina Sorenson, OD, President of the NBEO 
Board of Directors, presented information on changes related to 
the NBEO Part III Clinical Skills Examination.

The meeting ended with a brief discussion about FTE allowed 
for externship director duties and formal preceptor training or 
forums provided by the various schools.

Heidi Thoden, OD, and Brian Caden, OD, MA, are the new 
SIG Co-Chairs for the next two years. For more information, 
contact ASCO Senior Consultant Lester Caplan, OD, MEd, at 
lcacc@comcast.net or (410) 484-6373.

International Optometric Educators
The International Optometric Educators SIG held its annual 

meeting, chaired by Bina Patel, OD, in San Francisco, CA, on 
Nov. 19. ASCO Board liaison David Loshin, OD, PhD, welcomed 
the attendees, thanked the SIG members for their contributions 
and announced that a survey will be sent out in early 2011 to 
gather information on each school’s international involvement. 
Faculty representing 14 U.S. and one Canadian optometric insti-
tution were in attendance. Alcon representative Dave Sattler was 
acknowledged for providing sponsorship of the event. 

SIG members discussed their interest in sharing U.S. optom-
etric curricula with other countries and working with the Inter-
national Centre for Eyecare Education on developing curricula 
for new optometry programs in Africa. They also discussed ini-
tiating a symposium or poster session covering international op-
tometry education for the next American Academy of Optometry 
meeting.

Guest speakers included Tom Freddo, OD, PhD, FAAO, who 
spoke about curricula development and the implications of ac-
cess by organizations.  Jim Sheedy, OD, PhD, spoke about op-
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tometry and India and the need for educating faculty. Aurora 
Denial, OD, FAAO, spoke on considerations for the academic 
symposium. 

After the presentations, attendees split into groups to discuss 
concepts to be developed into a program for the next academic 
symposium. 

For more information, please contact LaShawn Sidbury at 
lsidbury@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3012.

Low Vision Educators 
Richard Jamara, OD, FAAO, chairman of the Low Vision 

Educators SIG opened the group’s Nov. 18 meeting in San Fran-
cisco, CA. Members of the group worked on revisions to the 
teaching strategies, entry level competencies and learning objec-
tives it has been developing.

Among other activities at the meeting, Jerry Davidoff, OD, 
FAAO, Chair of the American Optometric Association Vision 
Rehabilitation Section, surveyed the group on the Student Edu-
cation Awareness Program and reminded members of the AOA 
Mentoring Program.

Elli Kollbaum, OD, FAAO, is the SIG’s Chair-Elect. For 
additional information, please contact LaShawn Sidbury at 
lsidbury@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3012. 

Ophthalmic Optics Educators
The Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG held its 2010 work-

shop/meeting July 22-24 in St. Petersburg, FL. Carl Zeiss, Es-
silor, Eye Med Vision Care, Hoya, Transitions Optical and VSP 
sponsored the meeting.

SIG Chair and Certified Optician Michelle Self, head of Opti-
cal Services at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, de-
livered opening remarks for the meeting, which was based on 
the theme “Ophthalmic Optics Practice Management — What 
Can Industry Offer in Educating Students on Opening and Man-
aging the Ophthalmic Optics Portion of a Practice?” Tim Fort-
ner, Trade Development Manager for Transitions Optical, spoke 
about tools available within the ophthalmic industry to assist in 
teaching today’s optometry students about ophthalmic materials 
and dispensing skills. 

Michael Morris OD, delivered the annual Joe Bruneni lecture, 
focusing on current and future trends in the optical industry. 
Robert Lee, OD, presented and led discussion of information 
gathered from the schools and colleges of optometry about the 
teaching of optical practice management.

Anne-Marie Mader, OD, and Alan McKee, OD, MEE, led dis-
cussions on ophthalmic optics curricula and the future direction 
for the SIG’s model curriculum project, respectively. The group 
also toured the Transitions Optical facility in Pinellas Park.  

Please contact LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org or 
(301) 231-5944 ext. 3012 for additional information. 

Optometric Informatics
The Optometric Informatics SIG held its annual meeting Nov. 

17 in San Francisco, CA. Representatives from 11 schools and 
colleges of optometry attended the meeting, which was chaired by 
Charles Haine, OD, MS, and James Kundart, OD, MEd, FAAO.

The group listened to a presentation on health care reform 

given by Alistair Jackson, Vice President of Sales and Marketing 
for EMR logic Systems, Inc. Members focused on modifying the 
SIG’s mission statement as well as changing the group’s name to 
the Educational Technology SIG, which is pending approval by 
the ASCO Board of Directors.

Please contact LaShawn Sidbury at lsidbury@opted.org or 
(301) 231-5944 ext. 301 for additional information.

Practice Management Educators
The Practice Management Educators SIG has compiled, pro-

duced and funded a pocket-sized booklet of eye and vision diag-
nosis codes for third-  and fourth-year students at the schools and 
colleges of optometry. The booklets are being distributed this 
year and in spring 2011. Members of the SIG have also written 
“Business Aspects of Optometry,” third edition, which was pub-
lished earlier this year. 

For more information, contact SIG Chair Sam Quintero, OD, 
at squintero@uh.edu or  (713) 743-1932 or Christine Armstrong 
at carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018.

Residency Educators
The Residency Educators SIG met on Nov. 19 in San Fran-

cisco, CA. David Loshin, OD, PhD, and Doug Hoffman, OD, 
FAAO, chaired the meeting. As part of the welcome, ASCO 
President Earl L. Smith III, OD, PhD, FAAO, stressed the im-
portance of residencies to the profession and acknowledged the 
residency educators for their efforts.

Larry Davis, OD, provided an update on the 2010 activities of 
the ASCO Residency Affairs Committee, including its work with 
the American Academy of Optometry to enhance opportunities 
for residents to participate in the annual program, its develop-
ment of recruitment materials and the online availability of its 
residency brochure, and its recommendation of policies to foster 
program excellence and “fair play” for ORMS.

Bart Campbell, OD, of ACOE provided a detailed update on 
the new residency accreditation standards. He emphasized areas 
in which programs have had difficulties thus far and suggested 
strategies for dealing with them.

John Townsend, OD, FAAO, of the Department of Veteran Af-
fairs gave his annual report on the VA health care system, and 
Chuck Haine, OD, MS, of ORMS gave a report on ORMS resi-
dency matching. Among the statistics Dr. Haine presented were 
that in 2010 there were 480 total applicants, 468 of whom were 
match-eligible, and 74% of applicants were females. There were 
185 sites with 320 total positions, an increase of 16 from the 
previous year.

David Heath, OD, EdM, updated SIG members on the board 
certification process. He traced the evolution of the certification 
process and its role in achieving equal recognition with a range 
of medical specialties.

The final segment of the meeting consisted of presentations on 
evidence-based medicine and its role in residency training given 
by Dr. Hoffman, Diane Adamczyk, OD, and Stacey Coulter, OD, 
FAAO, FCOVD.

For more information, contact Carol Brubaker at cbrubaker@
opted.org or (757) 491-6993.

mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
mailto:squintero@uh.edu
mailto:carmstrong@opted.org
mailto:cbrubaker@opted.org
mailto:cbrubaker@opted.org
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Vision Science Librarians
The Vision Science Librarians SIG met in San Francisco, CA, 

in November. Members toured the museum and library at the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology as well as the optometry 
library at the University of California, Berkeley.

Agenda items included:

•  lack of publishing by optometry and how this impacts the 
profession

•  open access conferencing software that could be used to 
link international members to meetings

•  core competencies of a vision science librarian
•  e-books, purchase of online textbooks to help students save 

money
•  electronic journal archiving.
Two special guests attended the meeting: Jim Jorkasky from 

the National Alliance for Eye and Vision Research and the Al-

liance for Eye and Vision Research, and Suzanne Gilbert, PhD, 
MPH, co-founder of the SEVA Foundation.

For additional information, please contact LaShawn Sidbury 
at lsidbury@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3012.

Members of the Vision Science Librarians SIG during their 
recent meeting.

Future Meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, the contact for all meetings is ASCO Program Manager LaShawn Sidbury (lsidbury@opted.org or 
(301) 231-5944 ext. 3012).

MARCH 2011 The March meetings will be held at the Hilton University of Houston Hotel in Houston, TX
March 18 Executive Committee (morning); New Member Orientation (12:30-3); Board of Directors Special Events (afternoon)
March 19 Board of Directors Meeting

JUNE 2011 The June meetings will be held in conjunction with the American Optometric Association annual meeting in Salt Lake City, UT

June 12 Student Affairs Committee; Contact: ASCO Director of Student Affairs Paige Pence (ppence@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 
3019)

June 13 Chief Academic Officers; Student Affairs Officers; Contact: ASCO Director of Student Affairs Paige Pence (ppence@opted.org or 
(301) 231-5944 ext. 3019)

June 14 Executive Committee

June 14-15 Annual Meeting

June 15 Annual Leadership Luncheon; Contact: ASCO Director of Corporate Affairs and the Partnership Foundation for Optometric Edu-
cation Christine Armstrong (carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018)

June 17 Corporate Contributors Advisory Board Breakfast; Contact: ASCO Director of Corporate Affairs and the Partnership Foundation 
for Optometric Education Christine Armstrong (carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018)

JULY 2011
July 14-16 Low Vision Educators SIG; Illinois College of Optometry, Chicago, IL

July 16 Future Faculty Program; Eric P. Newman Center, Saint Louis, MO

July 17-20 Summer Institute for Faculty Development; Eric P. Newman Center, Saint Louis, MO
July 21-23 Ophthalmic Optics Educators SIG; Location TBD, Tahlequah, OK

OCTOBER 2011 The dates below are tentative; these meetings will be held in conjunction with the American Academy of Optometry annual meet-
ing in Boston, MA.

October 10 Executive Committee 

October 11 Board of Directors

October 12 Optometric Informatics SIG

October 13

Development Directors SIG; Contact: ASCO Director of Corporate Affairs and the Partnership Foundation for Optometric  
Education Christine Armstrong (carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018); Joint ASCO/AOA Executive Committee; 
Low Vision Educators SIG; Partnership Foundation; Contact: ASCO Director of Corporate Affairs and the Partnership Foundation 
for Optometric Education; Christine Armstrong (carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018)

October 13-15 Vision Science Librarians SIG

October 14
Binocular Vision and Perception Educators SIG; Chief Academic Officers; Continuing Education Directors SIG; Ethics Educators 
SIG; International Optometric Educators SIG; Residency Educators SIG; Contact: ASCO Manager of Professional Affairs Carol 
Brubaker (cbrubaker@opted.org or (757) 491-6993); SIG Meeting/Orientation

The meetings listed below will be held at the Southern College of Optometry in Memphis, TN 
Contact: Les Caplan, OD, MEd, FAAO (lcacc@comcast.net or (410) 484-6373)

October 20 Externship Directors SIG

October 20-23 Clinic Directors/Administrators SIG

mailto:lsidbury@opted.org
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
UIW School of Optometry Changes 
Name to Honor Patrons

The University of the Incarnate Word (UIW) received a gift of 
$11.5 million from Sandra and Stanley Rosenberg for the uni-
versity’s School of Optometry. The gift brings with it added sig-
nificance because it is one of the largest in the country ever given 
by a Jewish family to a Catholic institution of higher learning. 
To mark the occasion, the university has named the Sandra and 
Stanley Rosenberg School of Optometry (RSO) in their honor. 
The naming of the school makes it the only named school of 
optometry in the United States.

“We are honored to have the support of Sandra and Stanley as 
we take this next step in addressing the needs of our community,” 
said Louis J. Agnese, Jr., PhD, UIW President. “Through our mis-
sion we believe that the respectful interaction of persons of di-
verse backgrounds helps us all to grow for the common good.”

The mission of the Sandra and Stanley Rosenberg School of 
Optometry is to educate and prepare future leaders in optom-
etry through excellence in education, patient care, vision re-
search and public service within a context of faith and personal 
development. 

ICO Launches Outreach Effort, 
Names Associate Dean 

The Illinois College of Optometry (ICO) and the Illinois Eye 
Institute have launched Chicago Vision Outreach, a pilot initia-
tive that aims to improve eye care for patients in need. The pro-
gram gives ICO faculty and students the opportunity to work 
with community health centers and schools to serve patients who 
would otherwise not have access to comprehensive eye care. 
Chicago Vision Outreach is funded by a total of $350,000 in 
grants from the Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, the Chicago Commu-
nity Trust, Alcon and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois.

ICO also announced the ap-
pointment of Barclay (Bic) Bak-
kum, DC, PhD, as Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs. Dr. 
Bakkum has been a full-time fac-
ulty member at ICO for more than 
five years and was chair of the 
college’s curriculum committee. 
Dr. Bakkum’s clinical training is 
in chiropractic and his academic 
training is in anatomy and cell bi-

ology with an emphasis in neuroscience. Before coming to ICO, 
he taught anatomy at National University of Health Sciences for 
15 years. While there, he was chairman of the anatomy depart-
ment and was heavily involved in the implementation and ad-
ministration of a modified problem-based curriculum.

Dr. Bonanno is New Dean at IU
Joseph A. Bonanno, OD, PhD, has assumed the post of Dean 

of the Indiana University (IU) School of Optometry. Dr. Bonan-
no had been serving as the School’s Executive Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs and Student Administration. He succeeds 
P. Sarita Soni, OD, MS, IU Vice Provost for Research, who had 
been serving as Interim Dean.

A teacher of biochemistry and physiology, Dr. Bonanno has 
over the past 18 years focused his research primarily on the ion 
and fluid transport properties of the corneal endothelium and on 
corneal metabolic activity in humans. Last year, he was named 
to the 12-member National Advisory Eye Council. The council, 
part of the National Institutes of Health’s National Eye Institute, 
provides advice on conducting and supporting research, health 
information dissemination, training and other programs that ad-
dress blinding eye diseases and disorders, visual function mech-
anisms, sight preservation and health needs of visually impaired 
individuals.

In other news from the IU School of Optometry, Clinical As-
sociate Professor Richard E. Meetz, OD, MS, recently received 
the Michael G. Harris Family Award for Excellence in Optomet-
ric Education. This award is presented by the American Optome-
tric Foundation to an optometric educator who has demonstrated 
ongoing and consistent excellence in the education of optometry 
students and/or the advancement of optometric education.

Dr. Zadnik Begins 
Term as AAO 
President 

Karla Zadnik, OD, PhD, FAAO, 
Glenn A. Fry Professor in Optometry 
and Physiological Optics and Associ-
ate Dean of The Ohio State University 
College of Optometry, was installed 
as President of the American Acade-
my of Optometry at its annual meeting 
in November. Before serving on the 

Board of Directors (since 2000), she chaired the Academy’s 
Research Committee and served as Chair of its Section on Cor-
nea and Contact Lenses.

Dr. Zadnik has been an OSU faculty member since 1996 and 
is only the second woman to serve as president of the Acad-
emy. Her term will run for two years. 

Dr. Di Stefano Wins APHA Award; 
PCO Makes Faculty Changes

This fall, Anthony F. Di Stefano, OD, MEd, MPH, Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs at Salus University, was honored as 
the 2010 recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Vision Care Section of the American Public Health Association. 
Dr.  Di Stefano was recognized for his longstanding and dedi-

(School News cont’d on page 9)

Barclay Bakkum, DC, PhD

Karla Zadnik,  
OD, PhD, FAAO
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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS
cated efforts on behalf of public health and the profession of op-
tometry internationally.

Also this fall, the Pennsylvania College of Optometry (PCO) 
announced four new faculty appointments: 

• Janice Scharre, OD, MA, FAAO, was appointed full-time 
professor and Special Advisor for Program Development.

• Erin M. Draper, OD, joined PCO and The Eye Institute (TEI) 
as an instructor and full-time faculty member.

• Elizabeth Tonkery, OD, was appointed instructor and will be 
responsible for providing clinical education/patient care in 
the primary care services of TEI clinical network. At PCO, 
she will also provide didactic education in the Department for 
the Practice of Optometric Medicine in the Clinical Problem-
Solving course series.

• Lynn Hong Trieu, OD, joined PCO as an instructor and is a 
faculty member at TEI in the Pediatric and Binocular Vision 
Service.

SCCO Now Offering MSVS Degree
The Western Association of Schools and Colleges has grant-

ed full approval for Southern California College of Optometry 
(SCCO) to offer a Master of Science in Vision Science (MSVS). 
The degree will prepare students to embark on a career in teach-
ing and/or research in the basic or clinical science of vision.

Students accepted into the program must be enrolled at SCCO 
in the professional optometry program or hold a Doctor of Op-
tometry degree from an accredited school or college of optome-
try in North America. Four tracks are currently offered. The first 
is a combined OD/MS dual degree program. Two stand-alone, 
full-time, two-year MS tracks are also offered. The fourth op-
tion is a part-time MSVS program for practicing optometrists.

SUNY Opens Confucius Institute
David A. Heath, OD, EdM, President of the SUNY State Col-

lege of Optometry, hailed the recent opening of the College’s 

Confucius Institute as a key element in the strategic initiative to 
“impart a better understanding of health care in general, and op-
tometry in particular, worldwide.” Confucius Institutes are now 
funded at nearly 300 institutions worldwide for the purpose of 
stimulating learning about Chinese language and culture.  

Each funded institution partners with an institution of higher 
education in China. SUNY’s partner is Wenzhou Medical Col-
lege, with which it already shares several other program initia-
tives. The Institute at SUNY provides programs and courses in 
Chinese language and culture with special emphasis on the health 
care system in China. Classes are open to SUNY students and 
faculty as well as to the general public and are particularly appli-
cable for anyone who plans to work or study in any of the health 
care fields or in biomedical research in China. 

New Faculty Assignments at UMSL
The University of 

Missouri-St. Louis 
College of Optometry 
(UMSL) announced 
new faculty assign-
ments in the areas of 
Student Services and 
Clinical Services. 
Edward Bennett, OD, 
MSEd, was appoint-
ed Assistant Dean for 
Student Services and 
Alumni Relations, 
while Angel Novel, 
OD, assumed the new-
ly created position of 
Faculty Coordinator 
of Admissions. In ad-
dition, Vinita Henry, 
OD, was appointed 
Director of Clinical 
Operations, and Kate 
Boland, OD, moved 
into the position of Director of Harvester 
Eye Center. Dr. Henry was also recently 
elected Chair of the Association of Opto-
metric Contact Lens Educators.

UMSL also announced that Assistant 
Professor Guoqiang Li, PhD, has been 
awarded a five-year grant from the Na-
tional Eye Institute for a project titled 
“Electro-optic adaptive eyeglasses for 
correction of presbyopia.”  

(School News cont’d on page 10)

(Cont’d from page 8)

Edward Bennett,  
OD, MSEd

SUNY State College of Optometry President David A. Heath, OD, 
EdM, was one of 50 foreign experts to be honored for outstanding 
contributions to China’s development at the annual Friendship 
Award ceremony in Beijing. He is pictured with China’s Vice-
Premier Zhang Dejiang.

Angel Novel, OD

Vinita Henry, OD Kate Boland, OD

Guoqiang Li, PhD



Leadership for the Long Term
Safilo Group has climbed to the top of its sector over the years 

to become an undisputed leader in the world of luxury accesso-
ries. Its position is sealed by partnerships with the most renowned 
international brands in fashion. Thanks to this vast portfolio of 
high-quality products and brands, which includes some of the 
most prestigious names in the world of fashion, the company’s 
leadership in the high-end eyewear sector is no coincidence.

Safilo’s goal is to manufacture eyewear that can be sold with 
confidence. Every pair of frames is crafted from high-quality ma-
terials and the latest technology with the same pride as the very 
first pair back in 1934.

A Luxurious and Diverse Selection
Safilo makes it easy to find what your patients and custom-

ers desire. It offers more than 25 leading fashion brands and five 
proprietary brands, and with over 150 designers, Safilo is able to 
bring you more than 3,000 new designs every year.

A Special Sponsorship 
Safilo is a proud sponsor of the Special Olympics, an interna-

tional nonprofit organization founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver that is dedicated to empowering individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities to become physically fit, productive and respect-
ed members of society through sports training and competition. 
Since 2003, Safilo has furnished optical frames and sunglasses 
to the participants in the Special Olympics sports competitions 
worldwide via the “Opening Eyes” vision screening program. Sa-

filo’s large involvement in 2008 resulted in more than 16,000 
athletes receiving optical/technical frames and more than 12,000 
athletes receiving sunglasses to protect their eyes. 

To learn more about Safilo and its brand portfolio, visit  
mysafilo.com or contact your  
Safilo sales representative. Safilo 
looks forward to serving you.

Safilo Group, global frames provider to the Special Olympics 
Healthy Athletes program known as Special Olympics-Lions Club 
International Opening Eyes (SOLCIOE), continued its commitment 
on a local level with a Special Olympics Opening Eyes vision 
care event this summer on the grounds of Safilo USA corporate 
headquarters in Parsippany, NJ. Athletes enjoyed playing bocce ball 
while waiting for their vision screenings

The event began with an Appreciation Ceremony during which Paul 
Berman, OD, founder of SOLCIOE, presented Special Olympics awards 
to Safilo USA executives. Pictured from left to right: Eden Wexler, Safilo 
USA’s Director of Public Relations; Dr. Berman; Ross Brownlee, COO 
of Safilo Americas; Dan Stenchever, District 16-A District Governor 
of the New Jersey State Lion’s Club; and Robin Scheer Ettinger, Safilo 
USA’s vice president of marketing.

INDUSTRY 
SPOTLIGHT

Safilo Group
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Dr. Jones to Direct UW Centre for 
Contact Lens Research

In January 2011, Lyndon Jones, BSc, PhD, FCOptom, Dip-
CLP, DipOrth FAAO, FIACLE, currently the Associate Director 
of the Centre for Contact Lens Research, University of Waterloo 
School of Optometry, will become the Centre’s Director. He fol-
lows Founding Director, Desmond Fonn, MOptom, FAAO, who 
is retiring. 

Dr. Jones has been the recipient of a number of awards, in-
cluding the 2010 BCLA “Pioneers Lecture.” He has also writ-
ten more than 200 refereed and professional papers and one text 
book and has delivered more than 550 invited lectures at confer-
ences in over 30 countries.

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE NEWS (Cont’d from page 9)

SCO Hosts GPLI Symposium
Southern College of Optometry (SCO) was host to the 12th an-

nual GP Lens Institute (GPLI) Cornea and Contact Lens Resident 
Symposium. Twenty-six residents from 16 institutions attended, 
as well as a number of instructors and members of the Contact 
Lens Manufacturers Association. The program included a series 
of lectures on corneal reshaping and fitting gas permeable mul-
ticurve, toric, multifocal and scleral lenses. The GPLI faculty 
presented additional lectures. A series of wet labs was held over 
a two-day period, utilizing 26 patients from The Eye Center at 
SCO. Daniel Fuller, OD, SCO’s Chief of the Cornea and Contact 
Lens Service, helped to organize and host the event. 

SCO also reported that Janette Dumas, OD, was appointed 
to the new position of Coordinator of Minority Recruiting, and 
Cheryl Ervin, OD, Associate Professor, was named Director of 
the Externship Program. Dr. Ervin also serves as Director of the 
Residency Program.
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INDUSTRY NEWS
Scholarship  
Program Entries 
Due in March

Transitions Optical, Inc. is now accept-
ing applications for its 2011 Students of 
Vision Scholarship program, which is sup-
ported by the Transitions Healthy Sight 
for Life Fund. Optometry, opticianry and 
paraoptometric students from across North 
America can submit projects demonstrat-
ing their multicultural vision. 

Students are encouraged to be creative 
as they explore their role in care for eth-
nically diverse patients. Projects can in-
clude, but are not limited to, research 
papers, presentations, videos, posters and 
community outreach. Projects are ac-
cepted in three categories: activity/event, 
multimedia and other. Submissions are 
judged by a group of Transitions Optical 
representatives, eye care professionals 
and marketing specialists.

For entry instructions and additional de-
tails, visit the scholarship section of www.
transitions.com/Pro. Applications must be 
postmarked by March 10; winners will be 
announced April 15.

Dr. Barr Receives 
Schapero Award

Joseph Barr, 
OD, MS, FAAO, 
Bausch + Lomb’s 
Vice President, 
Global Clinical & 
Medical Affairs 
and Professional 
Services, Vision 
Care, has received 
the American 
Academy of Op-
tometry’s 2010 
Max Schapero 
Memorial Award.

The award is presented annually to a cli-
nician, researcher or scholar who has made 
a significant contribution to the cornea and 

contact lens field by virtue of his/her pub-
lications, lectures or research efforts. Dr. 
Barr was presented with the award during 
this year’s AAO annual meeting.

B + L-Ezell Fellowship 
Recipients Chosen

Bausch + Lomb announced the 2010 
recipients of the William C. Ezell Fellow-
ships that it awards in cooperation with the 
American Optometric Foundation. This 
year’s winners are:

•  Kristine Dalton, OD, MSc, MCOptom, 
Aston University, Birmingham, UK, 
OTG Research & Consultancy, Lon-
don, UK. Kristine is studying vision 
strategy in sports. As a first-time recip-
ient she has been “inspired to continue 
to strive for excellence in optometric 
research as both a scientist and a clini-
cian.”

•  Vidhyapriya Sreenivasan, BS Optom, 
MSc, School of Optometry, Univer-

sity of Waterloo, Canada. Priya is in-
vestigating ocular motor adaptation to 
lenses and prisms in myopic and em-
metropic children. She feels that “it is 
truly an honor to be included in this 
group of highly accomplished optom-
etric and vision science researchers.”

The Ezell Fellowship Program, named 
after the founding president of the Ameri-
can Optometric Foundation, William C. 
Ezell, OD, was established in 1949 to 
provide post-graduate students with the 
opportunity to pursue careers in optomet-
ric research and education. Recipients are 
chosen based on excellence in scholarship, 
research and teaching. In addition to the 
fellowships, awarded at $8,000 for one 
year, each Ezell Fellow receives a $750 
travel grant to attend the annual meetings 
of the American Academy of Optometry 
and the Association for Research in Vision 
and Ophthalmology.

(Industry News cont’d on page 12)

Joseph Barr,  
OD, MS, FAAO

ASCO Corporate Contributors*
ASCO appreciates the continued support it received from the following  

companies for its national programs and activities that benefit all the  
schools and colleges of optometry:

 Abbott Medical Optics Alcon
 Allergan Bausch + Lomb
 Carl Zeiss Vision / Carl Zeiss Meditec Ciba Vision 
 Compulink Business Systems CooperVision
 Essilor of America Haag-Streit 
 HEINE  Hoya Vision Care, North America
 Keeler Instruments Luxottica/EyeMed Vision Care
 Marco Marchon
 M&S Technologies Ophthonix Inc.
 Optos North America Safilo Group
 TLC Vision Transitions Optical Inc.
 Vision Service Plan Vision Source!
 Vistakon, Division of Johnson  Volk Optical Inc.
 & Johnson Vision Care Inc. Walmart Stores Inc.

*As of December 1, 2010
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INDUSTRY NEWS
New Device Enables 
Individualized  
Lens Fitting

Essilor of America, Inc. has introduced 
a new measuring device, the Visioffice 
system, that provides eye care profession-
als with a fast and accurate way to mea-
sure the patient parameters required for 
fitting every lens available on the market 
today. The device takes all standard eye 
measurements as well as exclusive Essilor 
measurements, including behavior mea-
surements for Varilux Ipseo lenses and eye 
rotation center and natural head posture 
measurements for eyecode lenses.

Eyecode lenses are fitted for each in-
dividual patient. The Visioffice system 
replaces an approximate vertex distance 
with the distance between the eye rotation 
center and the lens called the eye rotation 
center distance (ERCd). Three measure-
ments, the ERCd, the pupillary distance 
and the fitting height, form the founda-
tion of lens individualization based on the 
physiology of each wearer.

Free Patient Education 
and Retention Program

A new patient education and retention 
communication program is now available 
for eye care professionals. The program, 
called eyeVIP, is provided by Alcon, Inc. 
at no charge to practitioners. 

EyeVIP is a Web-based program de-
signed to make it easier for eye care pro-
fessionals to reach out to their patients 
with helpful information on eye health. 
It aims to help doctors build relationships 
with their patients while improving pa-
tients’ compliance with lens care recom-

mendations. The program reminds pa-
tients to care for their contact lenses and 
glasses properly, notifies them of practice 
promotions, including valuable coupons 
and special offers, and reminds them of 
scheduled eye exams.

To obtain additional information and to 
enroll in the program, contact an Alcon 
sales representative.

Kids and Contact 
Lenses: Guidance for 
Parents

To help parents understand the potential 
benefits of contact lenses for children and 
whether they are the right approach for a 
child’s vision problems, leading indepen-
dent health information source Healthy-
Women is offering a free educational re-
source.

“Fast Facts for Your Health: Contact 
Lenses for Children” was developed with 
the support of Vistakon, Division of John-
son & Johnson Vision Care, Inc. It can be 
viewed or downloaded at www.healthy-
women.org/children-and-contacts.

In other news, Vistakon and the Ameri-
can Optometric Foundation (AOF) an-
nounced recipients of the Vistakon-AOF 
Ezell Fellowships and Research Grants.

The recipients of the Vistakon-Ezell 
Fellowships are:

• Nicole Putnam, MS, UC Berkeley 
School of Optometry

• Johanna Tukler-Henriksson, BS, Univer-
sity of Houston College of Optometry.

The recipients of the Research Grants are:

• Loretta Szczotka-Flynn, OD, PhD, 
and Ilene Gipson, PhD, Department 
of Ophthalmology & Vision Sciences, 
University Hospitals Case Medical 
Center and Schepens Eye Research 
Institute, Harvard Medical School 
($25,000, Uncovering the Role of Mu-
cins in Contact Lens Induced Corneal 
Infiltrates)

(Cont’d from page 11)

• Alex Hui, OD, and David McCanna, 
BSc, MA, PhD, Centre for Contact 
Lens Research, School of Optometry, 
University of Waterloo ($10,000, Engi-
neering of Novel Contact Lens Materi-
als for Ciprofloxacin Drug Delivery).

New Four-Mirror Gonio 
Lens

The Mini Four-Mirror Gonio Lens 
from Volk Optical provides a complete 
view of the chamber angle with the added 
convenience of a small body. The body 
size makes the lens a convenient option for 
examining children and patients with small 
anatomies or narrow palpebral fissures.

The mirror structures are positioned so 
the views and examination technique are 
the same as with standard four-mirror lens. 
In addition, the Mini Four-Mirror Gonio 
Lens has a unique flange profile that does 
not require a coupling fluid.

The Mini Four-Mirror Gonio Lens from 
Volk Optical.
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